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 We are thrilled to announce that after 
two years of careful design and ten months 
of construction, the newly constructed Castle 
and renovated King Arthur’s Court opened 
their doors to campers at the end of June. June 
Session campers, who had been waiting all 
session to enter Castle, anxiously gathered 
outside on the hill, chanting “new Cast-le, 
new Cast-le” in preparation for a thrilling 
ribbon cutting ceremony on the front porch. 
As campers and staff rushed through the 
doors and into the new building, the sound of 
laughter and amazement echoed through the 
new rafters. 
 The new Castle and King Arthur’s 
Court will give homes to a plethora of activities 
including climbing, tumbling, dance, sewing, 
drama, stagecraft, music, and woodworking, 
while continuing to serve as our main community 
gathering space in camp. With wrap-around porches 
on both buildings, we have greatly expanded our 
space for rainy day activities. Archery, tennis, 
landsports, and many other activities can all find a 
dry space to gather when those afternoon rainstorms 
come rolling in over Old Bald during the summer. 
 To construct the new while respecting the 
old was a huge challenge and endless thanks goes 
out to a vast group of people who propelled this 
project to completion from the ground up. The 
team of architects, builders, project managers, sub-
contractors, landscape architects, and the Merrie-
Woode board and staff had to make sure that the 
new structure complied with modern building codes 
while making it appear 100 years old, as though the 
structure had always been sitting there.
  One of the many tricks employed to make 
our new building look (and smell) a century old 

Continued on page 16

The new Castle, sitting on its hill.

was “mushroom board.” The next time you walk 
through Castle, be sure to notice the wood on the 
walls and ceiling. This “mushroom board” is wood 
that was laid out in fields for a long period of time. 
Mushrooms are grown on the boards which are 
then pressure washed to age the wood, giving it a 
beautiful, natural patina. It looks exactly like the old 
wood siding in Castle that had been aging for nearly 
a century.  
  Architects Mark Paullin and Chris Barth, 
from Meyer|Greeson|Paullin|Benson in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, did a masterful job in working 
with our board and staff for more than two years to 



2

  We hope this newsletter finds you doing 
well. The leaves have finally begun to change 
and the colors have created stunning depth to our 
Merrie-Woode forest. This is a welcome view after 
Hurricanes Irma and Nate visited camp. It has been 
a challenging fall for many of our Merrie-Woode 
families with the aggressive hurricane activity, and 
our hearts go out to all of those caught in the path of 
hurricanes and tropical storms. 
 Our 2017 summer season has come and 
gone, but the memories linger for all of us. Our 
stunning new Castle on the hill was received 
with great enthusiasm by campers and staff. 
Careful planning on the part of a dedicated Board 
of Trustees, our amazing staff, and the terrific 
construction crews helped to make this happen on a 
tremendously accelerated timeline in order to open 
during the 2017 summer. This beautiful building 
will be enjoyed by many for the next century.  
 It has been a busy fall thus far. We just 
finished our 2018 camper enrollment process, 
and camp is full for the 100th summer. Plans for 
the upcoming celebration in 2018 are in motion 
and the board, staff, and dedicated volunteers are 
working attentively toward ambitious goals for 
this milestone event in our history - with the help 

and encouragement of a great group of volunteers, 
Camp Merrie-Woode will celebrate her Centennial 
in several ways, including a Centennial Book, 
Centennial Ripple, Centennial Archives, Centennial 
Campaign, and, the grand finale, our Centennial 
Events weekend next June on the shores of Lake 
Fairfield.
 It is with tremendous pride that we share 
with you a very special pull-out insert outlining 
all of the various ways we are celebrating Merrie-
Woode’s Centennial, and we hope you will keep this 
as a ready reference for how you can participate! 
We have so much to celebrate! We hope that you 
will all consider making plans to join us. After all, 
we know that “Going back is the best of all.” 
  We look forward to the holiday season and 
maybe a little snow in our valley. What a blessing to 
be a part of this special Merrie-Woode family. May 
you all have a happy and safe holiday season. 

Chug a Wump!

Although it is always 
difficult to say goodbye to our 
staff at the end of the summer, 
we love hearing about their 
adventures in the outside world! 
In her senior year at University 
of Alabama, Mary Virginia 
Adams recently began her 
student teaching at a local 
elementary school in Tuscaloosa, 
AL. She reports that her 
cooperating teacher’s classroom 
theme is Camp, which included 
clusters of desks that she referred 
to as “cabins.” Clearly MAV is in 

the perfect classroom setting for 
her student teaching experience! 
Richmond Adams, who is a 
sophomore at Sewanee 
University, reports that he is 
more involved in the Sewanee 
Outing Program than he was last 
year. The group goes caving, 
rock climbing, and hiking 
regularly. Among her class and 
sorority responsibilities at Ole 
Miss, Emily Alcorn recently 
found time to visit Liz Calvin 
and Mary Virginia Adams at the 
University of Alabama. We were 

happy to hear that Janie Branch 
is getting settled into her first 
year at Auburn University, where 
she was recently recruited by 
Delta Delta Delta. While not in 
classes, she loves running into 
other Merrie-Woode girls on 
campus! After another great 
summer at Merrie-Woode, Chase 
Brantley returned to France to 
continue studying theater and 
clowning at l’Ecole Philippe 
Gaulier south of Paris. Liz 
Calvin is busy in her junior year 
at University of Alabama where 

At Wit’s End...

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

Staff News
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Merrie-Woode staff members gathered this 
fall for the first annual Merrie-Woode themed 
“Greys and Greens Date Function” at UVA.

Anna Mans and Alex Ervin celebrating 
July 4th this summer.

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

she is preparing for next semester 
when she will be studying 
abroad. In August, Ann and 
Doug Cameron went on a 
National Geographic trip to 
Iceland and the Faroe, Orkney, 
and Shetland islands. Upon 
returning, Doug began 
construction of an 18 foot sailing 
canoe for the Everglades 
Challenge next March! Natalie 
Carr is enjoying her first year at 
Auburn University, where she 
pedged KD with Sara Elizabeth 
Jackson and Lawson Drew! We 
recently heard that Ashlee 
Collins is enjoying her new 
position as Guest Services 
Manager at Chicago Children’s 
Theatre, where she runs the box 
office and coordinates all school 
groups coming to see 
productions. Ashlee loves living 
in Chicago with her French 
bulldog, Tuck! Carolyn 
Crommelin is settling in nicely 
to her sophomore year at 
University of Alabama. She 
enjoys running into fellow 
Merrie-Woode staff members 
Mary Virginia Adams, Liz 
Calvin, and Gunter Crommelin 
regularly. Carolyn had a great 
time visiting Virginia Poynor 
and Alida Sinkler earlier this 

month in Athens, GA. After 
graduating from UNC Chapel 
Hill in May and spending a busy 
summer as Co-Waterfront 
Director, Elizabeth Davis is 
settling in well to her new job in 
Charlottesville, VA. Elizabeth 
works with the UVA Curry 
School of Education as a 
Research Specialist. She is 
enjoying Charlottesville and is 
especially glad to be close to so 
many Merrie-Woode girls who 
attend UVA! In her senior year at 
Auburn, Lawson Drew is excited 
to report that she recently 
accepted an internship at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers in 
Atlanta for the spring semester. 
Lawson will be working for the 
same firm where fellow CMW 
girl Ivory Sparks works! 
Shannon Duncanson is hard at 
work in her junior year at 
Clemson University. She had fun 
meeting up with some Merrie-
Woode friends in Chapel Hill, 
NC for Carolina’s football game 
against UVA in October. 
Sumalee Eaton emailed us from 
Sanford, FL to say that she is 
busy designing and building two 
Cinderella costume rentals that 
go into production soon, as well 
as a number of Halloween 
costumes for locals. Additionally, 
she was asked to costume a one-
act called Chamber Music for a 
local high school using found 
objects. Luckily she has plenty of 
practice using found objects after 
working with the rest of the 
drama staff this summer on Peter 
and the Startcatcher. Lucky for 
those of us at Merrie-Woode, we 
get to see Corinne Foster quite 
regularly. Corinne is working on 

Thursdays this semester with 
Lindsay Hostetler to help 
organize and catalogue our 
extensive Merrie-Woode 
archives! Additionally, Corinne 
recently attended the second 
annual Baldaroo music festival at 
the Inn Site, benefiting the local 
Boys and Girls Club of the 
Plateau. While at Baldaroo, 
Corinne was able to catch up 
with her sister, Courtney Foster, 
and Alex Ervin, who was in 
town to see Merrie-Woode 
alumna Madison Chance 
perform at Baldaroo! Corinne, 
Alex, and Lindsay Hostetler 
were able to catch a performance 
of Amadeus at Flat Rock 
Playhouse later in the weekend. 
Corinne reports that she is 
starting her research for her 
undergraduate honors thesis at 
Clemson University about the 
beginnings of the summer camp 
industry, with particular focus on 
Merrie-Woode. She is also taking 
a Museum Practicum for which 
she will be making satellite 
exhibits in Oconee County, SC 
for the county’s sesquicentennial 
celebration! Anna Hamilton 
emailed to tell us that the 
highlight of her semester was 
when she had lunch with 
Lindsay Hostetler over Labor 
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Bolling Winborne, Alexis Gascon, 
and Lucy Wood

Day weekend when Lindsay was 
in town for vacation. Anna 
started the Accelerated Masters 
Program at Indiana University, 
which will allow her to complete 
her Bachelors in Arts 
Management in Spring 2018 and 
then graduate with a Masters in 
Public Affairs in Spring 2019. 
While in school, Anna is working 
in the undergraduate office, 
SPEA, as the Student Academic 
Program Coordinator for Arts 
Management students. 
Additionally, Anna just earned a 
position for the spring semester 
as the Assistant House Manager 
for the IU Theatre. Washington 
and Lee University is teeming 
with Merrie-Woode alumnae and 
staff this year! Among them, Lily 
Horsley says she is busy in her 
sophomore year. She often sees 
Merrie-Woode girls around 
campus and recently drove to 
UVA for the first annual Merrie-
Woode themed “Greys and 
Greens Date Function,” hosted 
by Cole Reifsnider and Mary 
Grace Bowers. Between 
working the June and August 
Sessions at Merrie-Woode, 
Margaret Horsley hiked through 
France, Italy, and Switzerland 
during the month of July with 
Wilderness Adventures. They 
hiked parts of the Tour du Mont 
Blanc and the Haute Route. 
Margaret reports that it was an 
amazing experience, but she’s 
glad to be back at Wake Forest 
for her sophomore year! In 
Chapel Hill, NC, Ella Janvier is 
busy planning for her semester 
abroad in the spring at 

Davis Straske featured on the auditions 
poster for Washington and Lee’s Dancers 

Create Reparatory Company.

Westminster College in London! 
What fun! After her first summer 
at Merrie-Woode, Abby Kuchar 
traveled with her twin sister and 
a friend to Germany, Czech 
Republic, Austria, Switzerland, 
and Italy. All told, they were 
traveling for just over three 
weeks, and they had a wonderful 
time! Now that Abby is back in 
Ohio, she has returned to her 
work as a carpenter for The Zoot 
Theatre Company in Dayton, 
OH. Later this fall, Abby will 
begin teaching puppert 
workshops and perform as a 
puppeteer for Zoot. Eden Price’s 
freshman year at Dartmouth 
College is off to a great start. She 
is making time for kayaking 
before the good weather fades, 
and she is making Merrie-Woode 
connections all over campus! 
Hannah Rawles is having a busy 
fall juggling her two jobs at 
Sephora and Madewell. She will 
complete her Associates Degree 
in December at Trident Technical 
College and plans to enroll at 
College of Charleston this spring 
in order to earn her Bachelors in 
Communications. In her final 
year at UVA, Cole Reifsnider is 
enjoying living with fellow 
CMW staff member Mary Grace 

Bowers. Cole is still participating 
in the virtual internship for the 
One Love Foundation that 
focuses on recognizing the signs 
of relationship abuse, and she is 
getting trained for a UVA service 
called HELPline that offers a 24 
hour hotline for students in crisis 
to call when they need help. 
Although she is busy with 
school, Cole is hoping to paddle 
soon with former CMW kayaking 
instructor Carrie Schlemmer, 
who lives in Fredricksburg, VA. 
Carter Rice is living the dream 
while living abroad in Dublin, 
Ireland! She is interning at the 
Gaiety School of Acting at the 
National Theatre School of 
Ireland, where her primary role is 
with the “Shakespeare in 
Schools” production of King 
Lear. Rachel Rich is composing 
the score to The Texture of Water, 
a play written by her sister, 
Emily Rich. It will be presented 
in January at RhinoFest, a play 

Staff News cont.

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017
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dance production and the 
happenings of backstage for a 
dance performance later this 
semester! Hailey Thompson, 
who started her sophomore year 
at UT Austin and recently earned 
a position in student government, 
returned to her job at the Office 
of Sustainability at UT, and she 
found a new barn in Austin so 
that she can continue horseback 

riding. So much going on, 
Hailey! We were happy to hear 
that Josephine Wray is settling 
in to her freshman year at Trinity 
College in Hartford, CT. When 
not in class, Josephine is keeping 
busy by volunteering in an after 
school tutoring program. Thanks 
to all of our staff for keeping us 
updated! Have a great school 
year and stay in touch.

We are so grateful to our 
Merrie-Woode alumnae for 
keeping us up-to-date about their 
adventures far and wide! Stuart 
Bowers (02-15) reports that 
Alexis Crittenden (03-13) has 
moved out to Denver, CO this 
past year. Since Stuart lives in 
Boulder, they spent a lot of time 
hiking and skiing together during 
the year. Stuart plans to work in 
Snowmass, Aspen this winter for 
the Ski School, and Alexis has 
been working as a substitute 
teacher and lacrosse coach in 
Denver. Kimberly Demby (04-
13) has been promoted to 
Director of Student Success at 
Covalence, where she enjoys 
working with students interested 
in becoming programmers. 
Emily DePury (91-01) recently 

opened her own business, 
Bamboo Bungalow Interiors, in 
Tampa, FL.  Visit her shop to find 
a beautiful selection of 
furnishings for your home! The 
Perot Museum of Nature and 
Science in Dallas, TX, has tapped 
widely respected nonprofit leader 
and current Merrie-Woode 
Trustee, Julie Harrower Diaz 
(78-83), as its new chief 
advancement officer. Julie will 
guide and oversee the Museum’s 
development, membership, sales, 
and marketing departments. 
Savannah Duan (04-09) is 
serving as an Active Duty 
Logistics Officer in the US Army 
in Fort Drum, NY. Laura Gill 
(03-14) has graduated from UNC 
and moved to Austin, TX. Alex 
Green (98-10) received her 
Master’s degree last year and 

immediately moved from 
Atlanta, GA to Cleveland, OH to 
work for architecture firm, 
Sandvick Architects, 
concentrating on the 
rehabilitation of historic 
buildings using state tax and 
federal credits. Since much of the 
Rust Belt lacks funding for new 
development and construction, 
they adaptively reuse old 
buildings for apartments, hotels 
and office space! Alex feels 
extremely blessed to have a 
successful application for her 
skills in historic preservation, 
even if it does get extremely cold 
off of Lake Erie! Ashley 
Helmick (97-12) has been busy 
in Jacksonville, FL, where she 
started a second job working at a 

festival in Chicago. We recently 
heard from Davis Straske, who 
is choreographing and rehearsing 
for W&L Dancers Create, the 
Washington and Lee University’s 
dance repertory company’s 
annual fall show. The concert is 
entirely student choreographed 
and runs for three performances 
in December. For her dance 
minor, Davis is also studying 

Sharon Bleakley Ansley (58-60), Anna 
Ansley Davis (81-88), Sally Bland Fielding 
(74-77), and Nancy Carter Bland (47-50). 

Alumnae News

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

Nancy Carter Bland (47-50), Clare 
Whitfield (47-51), Laura Smith (48-51), 

and Deena McKeever (51). 

Callie McCraney Taylor (01-13) and Amy 
Nusbaum (99-11) at Louise S. 

McGehee School.
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non-profit called Angels for 
Allison. This local organization 
supports families who suffer the 
unexpected  loss of a child by 
paying for funeral costs. They 
plan fundraisers and also paint 
metal angels to sell to raise 
money for the organization. 
Ashley also chaired an event 
called Fries With That Wine for 
the Ronald McDonald House on 
September 22, 2017. They hosted 
450 people at the Jaguars stadium 
and enjoyed fancy McDonald’s 
food as well as the classics. It 
was a blast! Finally, Ashley 
joined the team at GraceWear 
jewelry in Jacksonville. She is 
excited to share God’s love with 
friends through fellowship and 
jewelry with this Cashiers-based 
company! The Captains of 1996 
held a reunion at High Heaven in 
August! Betsy Reese Helms 
(89-present), Walker Freeman 
Jones (93-04), Brooke Fuller 
Brewer (91-01), Laurel Helms 
(88-96), Robin McKinney 
Walker (89-present), Molly 
Cramer Tipps (90-96), and 

Stephanie Jones Monsen (92-
97) attended. They enjoyed a 
fabulous weekend hiking Old 
Bald, paddling canoes to the 
dam, practicing their rolls, and 
enjoying friendships that have 

lasted over 20 years. Lindsay 
Garner Hostetler (93-present) 
enjoyed catching up with fellow 
Merrie-Woode gals Jennifer 
Glasse (97-04), Ashlee Collins 
(12-16), and Emily Rich (00-14) 
while on a visit to Chicago after 
camp this year. She and Emily 
enjoyed seeing Trevor the 
musical at its world premiere at 
Writers Theatre. Based on the 
story that inspired the Academy 
Award-winning film and The 
Trevor Project, the nation’s only 
accredited crisis intervention and 
suicide prevention organization 
focused on saving young 
LGBTQ lives, the production 
was produced by former Merrie-

Woode staff member, Josie Bray 
(99-02). Chicago critics have 
been raving about the production. 
Congratulations on a successful 
opening, Josie! Lindsay also 
enjoyed a visit with Toni 
Gibbons Carter (98-15) this fall. 
Toni is enjoying her new job as a 
fourth grade teacher outside 
Bloomington, IN. She and her 
husband, Kyle, are also kept 
pretty busy these days by their 
son, Cassidy, who will turn 2 in 
February. Thomas and Kate 
Carey Light (97-05) moved 
from Charlottesville, VA to 
Atlanta, GA with their 
goldendoodle, Bali, in May 2017. 
Former Staff member, Bettye 
West Mason (60), is married to 
Dick Mason. They live in 
Jackson, MS, and have 3 grown 

Captains of 1996 at their August reunion 
– Betsy Reese Helms (89-present), Walker 

Freeman Jones (93-04), Brooke Fuller 
Brewer (91-01), Laurel Helms (88-96), 
Robin McKinney Walker (89-present), 
Molly Cramer Tipps (90-96), Stephanie 

Jones Monsen (92-97). Nancy Beers Carithers (52-55) and 
daughter Haven Hartley Long (82-88).

Alumnae News cont.

Ginger Somerville Hallock (51-79) and 
granddaughter Madeleine Andrews (12-17) 

during Main Session.

Camp friends, Colleen Kerney (92 – 00) and 
Lindsay Garner Hostetler (93-present) with 
Colleen’s daughter, Ada, on a visit to camp 

this summer.

Suzanne Zoppa Taylor (52), Frances 
Taylor McEachran (75-76), Frances Stone 
(00-05), Mary Parke McEachran (01-11), 

and Lucy Curran (01-07) in 
Washington, D.C. 

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017
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children and 9 grandchildren. 
Three generations of Merrie-
Woode alumnae, Suzanne 
Zoppa Taylor (52), Frances 
Taylor McEachran (75-76), 
Frances Stone (00-05), Mary 
Parke McEachran (01-11), and 
Lucy Curran (01-07) gathered 

recently for a visit in 
Washington, D.C. Deenie 
McKeever (51) of Cartersville, 
Georgia created “McKeever’s 
First Ride”, a therapeutic horse 
riding program for wounded 
warriors. Caroline Nixon 
McMillen (88-91) is married 
with 2 children, Lilly (7) and 
James (3), and working in New 
York. She hopes that Lilly will be 
a Merrie-Woode camper soon. 
Anna Katherine Moore (00-08) 
is working this fall as head of 
props and costumes on YouTube 
star, Markiplier’s “You’re 
Welcome Tour.” She will then 

stage manage a show on the west 
coast called One Woman Sex and 
the City. From there she will go 
to Los Angeles to start rehearsals 
for Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer where she will be the 
Assistant Stage Manager on their 
national tour this holiday season. 
Thomas and Sarah Wynn Palma 
(00-12) moved to Amsterdam, 
and they would be overjoyed to 
have CMW European travelers 
visit them! Frannie Parkington 
(01-08) worked at Parque 
Patagonia and hiked in Chile, 
Uruguay, and Argentina last fall. 
She is living in Boulder, CO and 
apprenticing at Cure Organic 
Farm. Lauren Barting Pearce 
(04) is presently working as a 
nurse practitioner in 
Chattanooga, TN. When she is 
not in the pediatric emergency 
room, she loves spending time 
outside with her husband, Brian, 
and dog Jack! Emily Rich (00-

14) is hard at work in her new 
position at F Newsmagazine as 
their humor and culture (or, F+, 
as they call it) section editor. She 
is also continuing her pursuit of 
an MFA in Writing at School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago, in 
addition to teaching classes of 
her own at SAIC! As if that isn’t 

enough, Emily is also in 
rehearsals for a short play she 
wrote, Anechoic, which will be 
produced with Chicago 
Danztheatre Ensemble in October 
as part of their Playwright’s 
Festival. Break a leg, Emily! 
Ashby Roberts (59-60) is 
excited that her granddaughter, 
Ashby Gansman, attended 
Merrie-Woode for the first time 
this August. Liv Rooth (90-00) 
reports that she is proud to be in 
Houston working at the Alley 
Theatre. Just five days before 
Hurricane Harvey, she started 
rehearsals for the world premiere 
of Describe the Night, a beautiful 
new play by Pulitzer Prize 
nominated playwright Rajiv 
Joseph. The storm hit, and the 
Alley was completely devastated 
by catastrophic flooding. The 
theater in which they were 
supposed to perform was under 
water up to the ceiling, and 
everything inside completely 
destroyed. Undaunted, the 
incredible Alley team refused to 
give up on the play, and within 
days they had found a new 
theater at the University of 
Houston. They rescued wigs and 
costumes, redesigned the set, and 
opened Describe the Night, an 
outstanding three hour long, 
three act play on schedule! Liv 
says, “Houston is an amazing, 
resilient city, and I’m so lucky to 
be working on this project and 
part of a truly extraordinary ‘the 
show must go on’ moment!” 
Shirley Smircic (03-11) is now 
an Assistant District Attorney in 
Brunswick County (Wilmington), 
NC. Laura Heyward Sturkie 
(94 - 05) reports that she plans to 

Madeleine Lilley (10-present), Edith 
Amason (07-16), Evie Smith Davis (74-80), 
and Eva Davis (10-17) had a Sunshine Hat 

reunion.

Deenie McKeever (51) at “McKeever’s 
First Ride”

Stuart Bowers (02-15) and Alexis 
Crittenden (03-13) in Rocky Mountain 

National Park.

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017



8

attend the Centennial Celebration 
with baby Gracie to introduce her 
to everyone. She looks forward 
to seeing lots of old friends, 
including Katherine 
McDonough (95-06), Joy Irby 

Hawkins (94-06), and the 
Almquist clan. Speaking of 
Almquists – Katherine 
Almquist Ryker (93-present) 
has taken a position with 
University of South Carolina, 
which puts the Rykers only 2.5 
hours away from the Sturkies! 

Alumnae News cont.

Malcolm and Callie McCraney 
Taylor (01-13) moved to New 
Orleans, LA, for Malcolm’s 
surgical residency at Tulane. 
Callie is teaching middle and 
upper school science at Louise S. 
McGehee School and shares a 
classroom with Amy Nusbaum 
(99-11), which is really fun! She 
loves having CMW campers 
Anna Schmidt and Sophia Bruton 
in her classes. Betsy Waddell 
(92-03) is the Assistant Wardrobe 
Supervisor for the new Broadway 

musical, SpongeBob 
SquarePants, based on the hit 
Nickelodeon cartoon series.  
Robin McKinney Walker 
(89-present) enjoyed a visit this 
summer from Rebecca Rich 
Gallardo (87-98). After 
dropping Rebecca’s daughter, 
Sophia Gallardo, at Main 
Session, they spent the next day 
rock climbing at Laurel Knob. 
Matthew and Taylor Kronn 
Walker (98-08) just bought their 
first home in North Bend, WA! 
Ashley Moore Smith (93-01) 
and daughter Abigail Smith met 
up with Reid Leavitt 
Willingham (88-91) and 
daughter, Connor Willingham, 
for a quick visit. The girls met as 
campers this summer! Natalie 
Wertmeyer (02-15) graduated 
from Auburn University and has 
accepted a job in nursing at 
Swedish Medical center in 
Denver, CO. She hopes to see 
some Merrie-woods girls out 
West!

Rebecca Rich Gallardo (87-98) and Robin 
McKinney Walker (89-present). 

Reid Leavitt Willingham (88-91) and 
daughter, Connor Willingham (17-present), 

with Abigail Smith (16-present) and her 
mother, Ashley Moore Smith (93-01).

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

CMW Weddings and Engagements

Many congratulations 
to our Merrie-Woode alumnae 
who celebrated engagements 
and weddings this season! Haley 
Blackstock (02-10) is engaged 
to marry Chris Downey. They are 
planning a wedding for October 
14, 2017 at her parents’ home 
in Sapphire, NC. Kelly Blake 
(88-01) married Chad Smith in 
Ponte Vedra, FL on June 3, 2017. 
Merrie-Woode alumnae and 
fellow Captains of 1995 Allison 
Morris Brotman (90-95), 

Gina Mooney Jones (88-96), 
Rebecca Rich Gallardo (87-
98), Katie Burt Connell (87-
98), and Betty Jane Madgison 
Mackay (91-03) were on hand 
to celebrate with them! Carrie 
Coker (96-15) became engaged 
to Matt Kuykendall on May 
13th. They are planning a May 
2018 wedding in Bluffton, SC. 
Perry Ellis (98-10) married 
Justin Lopez on May 13, 2017 
at Camp! Following a ceremony Chad and Kelly Blake Smith (88-01).
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Matt and Joy Irby Hawkins (94-06)

They currently live and work 
in Portland, OR. Sarah Josey 
(97-08) married Andrew Lyon 
on May 13, 2017 at Highlands 
United Methodist Church. They 
were thrilled to share Camp 
with their wedding guests, who 
enjoyed a beautiful rehearsal 
dinner at Merrie-Woode’s Lily 

Pad and a reception at The Farm 
at Old Edwards Inn. Laughlin 
Kane (97-12) was maid of honor 
and Maggie Niehaus (99-09) 
was a bridesmaid, while many 
other CMW girls joined in the 
celebration as guests. Laughlin 
Kane (97-08) married Crighton 
Allen on August 5, 2017 in 
Atlanta, GA. Many CMW 
alumnae joined the wedding 
party, including bridesmaids 
McKinley Kane Bandy (96-02) 
and Sarah Josey Lyon (97-08), 

in Chapel, they celebrated 
with dinner and dancing in the 
Dining Hall. Chelsea Eubank 
(99-01) married Christopher 
Smith on November 19, 2016 
in Atlanta, GA. Erin Hiller 
(99-02) and Nicholas Vassy 
were married at Falling Creek 
Camp on October 29, 2016. 

Kelli Hewitt (07-14) and Libby 
Pattison are engaged to be 
married on April 12, 2019, in 
Indianapolis, IN. Sara Huffman 
(95-12) became engaged to 
Andrew Schmidt on October 
8th! They are looking forward to 
planning a wedding at Merrie-
Woode next year. Matt Hawkins 
and Joy Irby (94-06) were 
married last summer on July 
17, 2016, in Astoria, Oregon. 

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

mother of the bride, Fontaine 
Kohler (69-74), and grandmother 
of the bride, Former CMW 
Trustee, Peachy Kohler. The 
bride’s aunt, Peabody Kohler 
Fox (73-81) also celebrated 
with them. Megan McCall (01-
12) married Alex App this past 
April.  Ellie Lee Tate (99-04) 
was a bridesmaid, and Elizabeth 
Ward Nation (00-12) was a 

reader during the ceremony.  
Callie McCraney (01-13) 
married Malcolm Taylor on 
May 27, 2017, in Birmingham, 
AL. Merrie-Woode alumnae 
Elisabeth Foster (01-11) and 
Gage Smith (99-04) were 
bridesmaids. Caroline Nevin 
(02-14) married Morgan Dorr 
on May 20, 2017 in Nashville, 

Justin and Perry Ellis Lopez (98-10) 

Erin Hiller (99-02) and Nicholas Vassy at 
their Falling Creek Camp wedding. 

Bride, Sarah Josey Lyon (97-08) with 
Maggie Niehaus (99-09) and Laughlin 

Kane (97-12)

Alex and Megan McCall App (01-12).

Malcolm and Callie McCraney Taylor 
(01-13) 
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Parker and Caroline Reeves Anderson 
(99-11). 

Nancy Ratcliffe (98 – 03), Anne Carroll 
Ratcliffe (98 – 01, 05), Ashton Ratcliffe 

Molster (02 – 07, 11), and Sallie Ratcliffe 
(09 – present) at Ashton’s September 

wedding. 

CMW Weddings and Engagements cont.

the lawn of High Hampton, 
with a stunning view of Rock 
Mountain, Caroline Reeves (99-
11), married Parker Anderson on 
May 20, 2017. Her sisters, Kate 
Reeves Cross (88-92) and Sallie 
Reeves Campanelli (92-06), 
were matrons of honor. In the 
tropical paradise of Barbados, 

TN. Sister, Ashley Nevin 
Wilson (89-05) was her matron 
of honor. Ashton Ratcliffe 
(02-11) married Pierre Molster, 
from Richmond, VA in Nags 
Head, NC on September 23, 

2017 at St. Andrews by the Sea. 
The reception was held on the 
beach in between the Buchanan 
Cottage and the Kittrell Cottage, 
where the Ratcliffe family 
grew up vacationing. Ashton 
and Pierre live in Washington, 
DC and are honeymooning in 
Thailand. Along with alumna 
Anne Tomlinson Ratcliffe (72-
73), as Mother of the Bride, 
fellow Merrie-Woode girls 
Ann Carroll Ratcliffe (98-
05), Nancy Ratcliffe (98-03), 
Sallie Ratcliffe (09-present), 
and Katy Miller (05-12) were 
all in the wedding party. On 

Morgan and Caroline Nevin Dorr (02-14).

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

Rebecca Riley (03-06) married 
Billy Dexter on June 24, 2017. 
Family and friends joined them 
for the weekend of celebration. 
Lessley Soniat (96-05) and 
Fletcher Fitzpatrick were married 
in April 2017. Merrie-Woode 
alumna Lucy King (96-04) 
was maid of honor, and Carter 
Coker Simpson (92-08) and 
Hayes Jernigan Finley (95-
06) attended as guests. Jenna 
Tuttle (95-97) married Trey 
Rome, and they now reside in 
Dallas, TX. Elizabeth Ward 
(00-12) married Charles Nation 
on June 17, 2017 in South 
Carolina. Merrie-Woode alumna 
and Trustee Mary Leland 
Davenport Wilde (76-82) 
married Michael Kelly Hutchison 
on August 25, 2017. Kicking off 
a wonderfully happy month of 
Merrie-Woode weddings, Sarah 
Wynn (00-12) married Thomas 
Palma in May 2017 at Camp! 
Campbell Bowers (00-16) and 
Scottie Springer (98-12) were 
bridesmaids. Lauren Barting 
(04) married Brian Pearce in 
October 2016. We are thrilled for 
you and wish you all a lifetime of 
happiness!Billy and Rebecca Riley Dexter (03-06) 

Fletcher and Lessley Soniat Fitzpatrick 
(96-05) 

Thomas and Sarah Wynn Palma (00-12) 
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With great excitement, 
we share the joy of these Merrie-
Woode families who recently 
welcomed new babies into the 
world. Andrew and Virginia 
Page Cheek (97-06) welcomed 
their first child, Elizabeth “Ella” 
Nixon Cheek, on September 11, 
2017. She weighs 6 lbs, 6 oz, and 
both baby and mother are doing 

well! Hunter and Tait Davidson 
Flint (89-98) are overjoyed with 
the arrival of their third daughter, 
Neema Lewis “Lucy” Flint in 
August 2017. Sisters, Eleanor 
and Hazel, are incredibly excited 
to have a new baby sister! Clay 
and Schaap Freeman Fouse 
(90-95) welcomed baby boy, 
Oscar Thomas Freeman Fouse 
on July 15th! Erin Hiller Vassy 
(99-02) and husband, Nicholas, 

are thrilled at the birth of their 
son, Charles “Charlie” Hiller 
Vassy on June 28, 2017. Baby 
Charlie weighed 9 lb, 2 oz. 
Erin, Nicholas, Charlie, and 
big brother, Jack (age 12), live 
in Ohio. Jimmy and Marriott 
Horton Miller (93-02) are 
expecting their third baby in 
January 2018. Travis and Corbin 
Dunlap Page (94-05) are thrilled 
to announce the birth of baby 
girl, Decker Andrews Page, on 

May 9, 2016. Evan and Grayson 
Davis Pierce (97-07) welcomed 
their first child, son Hudson 
Wesley Pierce, on August 31, 
2017.  Trey and Jenna Tuttle 

Rome (95-97) are expecting 
their first baby in October 2017! 
Meredith Ashcraft Schulz 
(94-99) and husband Jonathan 

Schulz, welcomed Edward 
Charles Schulz, on June 8, 2017 
in Charlotte, NC. Big sister 
Eleanor is over the moon to have 
Charlie as her playmate! Alex 

and Carter Coker Simpson (93-
08) welcomed their first child, 
Rosalie Carter Simpson, on July 
20, 2017. They are thrilled to 
have a future Merrie-Woode girl 
to continue the family tradition! 

Kelly Blake Smith (88-01) and 
husband, Chad, welcomed their 
first child, Kenzie Huff Smith, on 
October 1st. She weighed 6 lbs, 
7 oz., and both mother and baby 
are doing well! Corey and Laura 
Heyward Sturkie (94 - 05) are 
expecting their first child on 

CMW Births

Ella Cheek, daughter of Andrew and 
Virginia Page Cheek (97-06).

Decker Andrews Page

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

Neema Lewis “Lucy” Flint

Hudson Wesley Pierce

Edward Charles Schulz

Sylvia Sparkman Coker (69-72), Maria 
Trosdal Sparkman (45-48), Carter Coker 

Simpson (92-08), and Rosalie Carter 
Simpson. 
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November 6th, a future Merrie 
Woode girl, Grace Ann Sturkie! 
They are over the moon excited 
and can’t wait to meet her. Susan 
Clarkson Turner (91-00) and 
husband, James, welcomed their 
second child, Curtis McKee 
Turner, on July 12th!  Big sister 
Millie is delighted with her new 

Kenzie Huff Smith

William Fritz Uecker with big sisters, Annie, 
Sally, and Virginia.

brother. Jeremy and Liz Moore 
Uecker (90-99) are thrilled 
to welcome their fourth child, 
William Fritz, on August 24th. 
Big sisters, Annie, Sally, and 
Virginia, adore their new baby 
brother. Patrick and Catherine 
Avery Warfield (94-06) 
welcomed future Merrie-Woode 
camper, Helen Martha Warfield, 
on April 5, 2017 weighing 7 lbs, 
7 oz. Big brother, James Patrick, 
is thrilled by her arrival. Lisa 
Benson Woolner (94-05) and 
her husband welcomed a baby 
boy in March, Finn Benjamin 
Woolner. Clayton and Mary 

Charles “Charlie” Hiller Vassy  and 
brother, Jack.

Peterkin Worthington (94-
06) welcomed daughter Sallie 
Lewis Worthington on May 
5th. She weighed 7 lbs 6 oz. 
Congratulations to all!

Helen Martha Warfield

Sallie Lewis Worthington meets her future 
cabin-mate Rosalie Carter Simpson.

CMW Births cont.

In Memoriam

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

Margaret Poer Allen (1939-
2017) 

The Merrie-Woode 
family mourns the loss of 
alumna Margaret Poer Allen, 
who passed away peacefully 
on June 2, 2017. A native of 
Atlanta, Mrs. Allen graduated 
from The Westminster Schools 
in 1957, where she served as 

class president. She received her 
BA degree from Hollins College 
and graduated in 3 years in 
order to marry her high school 
sweetheart, Ivan Allen, III. She 
later earned a MA in Political 
Science from the University 
of Georgia. Margaret spent the 
summers of 1949 – 1955 along 
the shores of Lake Fairfield as a 

Merrie-Woode camper. 
A devoted wife and 

mother, Margaret cherished 
her role supporting Ivan in his 
business and civic endeavors, 
frequently entertaining family 
and friends at their home 
and family farm. The Allens 
particularly enjoyed traveling 
and outdoor activities, including 
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hunting, fishing and hiking trips. 
Margaret was an accomplished 
equestrian, often found atop her 
beloved horses throughout her 
life. Margaret dedicated countless 
hours to causes dedicated to 
improving literacy, serving as a 
volunteer at the Atlanta Public 
Library and tutoring illiterate 
teens. She was a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church and the 
Junior League of Atlanta.

Margaret will be greatly 
missed by her family, especially 
her son, Ivan Allen, IV (Blain 
Ashmore); daughter and Merrie-
Woode alumna, Amanda Allen 
Thompson (78-82) (Knox); and 
six grandchildren, including 
alumnae Hailey McLauren 
Thompson (09-17) and Jordan 
Ashmore Upchurch (13-14); 
as well as extended family, 
including Louise Allen Moore 
(84-89), Parker Allen Tekin (86-
93), Josephine Allen Bedford 
(90-97), and Edith Tekin 
(17-present).  

Beverly Bailey Chinnis (1937-
2017)

We are saddened to 
announce the passing of Merrie-
Woode alumna, Beverly Bailey 
Chinnis, age 80, on June 5, 2017. 
Beverly was born in Clarksburg, 
WV, attended Washington Irving 
High School in Clarksburg, WV, 
and later studied at Colorado 
Women’s College in Denver, 
CO, and obtained her BA in 
Education from The University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
Beverly was a camper at Merrie-
Woode during the summers of 
1955 – 1957.

An admirer of the French 
culture and proficient French 

speaker, Beverly served as a U.S. 
representative to the America 
Pavillion at the Brussels World’s 
Fair, the first major international 
exhibition following the end of 
World War II, giving tours to 
many European dignitaries. She 
later taught English at Petersburg 
High School in Virginia. She 
loved the mountains of West 
Virginia, and she often spoke 
about deriving her strength from 
the hills. Beverly was a devoted 
volunteer and a member of St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, the 
Junior League of Richmond, the 
Woman’s Club of Richmond, 
and The National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America, 
among many other organizations.  

Beverly is survived 
by her two daughters, Merrie-
Woode alumnae Claire Corter 
Hunter (80-84) and Leigh Anne 
Corter Watson (76-77); three 
grandchildren, including alumna 
Emma Hunter (13-15); and 
many other loving relatives.  

Oksana Henry Frissora (1991-
2017)

The Merrie-Woode 
family is greatly saddened to 
learn of the passing of former 
staff member Oksana Henry 
Frissora, age 25, on Wednesday, 
May 10, 2017. Oksana was born 
on June 14, 1991 in Rostov-on-
Don, Russia. She was a 2009 
graduate of Upper Arlington 
High School and in 2013, she 
earned a Bachelor’s of Science 
in Nursing from Kent State 
University College of Nursing. 
After graduating, she worked 
as a nurse at The Ohio State 
University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center.

In addition to her 
professional work caring for 
others as a nurse, Oksana 
challenged herself intellectually 
by becoming a Sudoku puzzle 
master. As a Merrie-Woode staff 
member from 2010 - 2011, she 
enjoyed teaching landsports, 
swimming, and arts and crafts, 
as well as mentoring campers 
through her role as a cabin 
counselor. Oksana is survived by 
her husband, T.J. Frissora; her 
mother, Jayne Henry; her father, 
Robert Henry, brother, Austin 
Henry; and sister, Amy Henry. 

Mary Weedon Drake Patterson 
(1958-2017)

With great sadness, 
we share that Mary Weedon 
Drake Patterson, age 59, passed 
away on May 10, 2017 at her 
home in Tallahassee, FL after 
a valiant battle with cancer. 
Mary was born in Tampa, FL, 
graduated from Florida State 
Developmental Research School 
in Tallahassee, FL and later 
attended Furman University in 
Greenville, SC. She spent the 
summers of 1969 – 1973 as a 
camper at Merrie-Woode.

Mary loved the arts, and 
her creativity was legendary 
among her children and their 
friends. Every project, big 
or small, is remembered as 
having been magical. A talented 
gardener, she launched her 
own business, Mary Patterson 
Landscape Design, in 2001. In 
addition, she loved the outdoors 
and spent many hours bow 
hunting and taking photos of 
wildlife.

She is survived by 
Continued on page 16
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CMW Centennial Gold Bracelet
“Make new friends, but keep the old. One is silver and the other gold.”

Celebrate Camp Merrie-Woode’s Centennial with this custom commemorative cuff by New Orleans 
jeweler, Ken Friend. Available in 10-karat gold or 18-karat gold plated sterling silver, these MW 

engraved cuffs are the perfect complement to your silver “4 Year Bracelet,” yet stunning worn alone, as 
well. We hope you will consider this special gift and future heirloom.

Proceeds from this limited time offer will go to the Merrie-Woode Foundation.

Solid 10-karat gold cuff with Merrie-Woode signature MW engraving – $850* 
Solid 18-karat gold plated sterling silver cuff with Merrie-Woode signature MW engraving – $200* 

*Shipping and taxes included

The cuffs are designed by Merrie-Woode supporter and top New Orleans jewelry designer, Ken 
Friend, and hand-wrought by his artisans at Friend & Company. Founded in 1976, Friend & Company 
specializes in the design and manufacture of fine jewelry. With headquarters in uptown New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Friend & Company has become a global company while keeping the feel of a local boutique.

To insure delivery by the Centennial Celebration, order by May 1st.

Place your order online: http://www.merriewoode.com/alumnaes/cmw-alumnae/ 

When the Girls of Merrie-Woode Gather Anywhere

 In preparing for Merrie-
Woode’s Centennial Celebration 
in June of 2018, it is time to think 
about available accommodations 

in the Highlands-Cashiers area. 
Below is a list of recommended 
accommodations to help you 
plan your visit for Camp’s 

100th Anniversary. Most rentals 
ask for a two night minimum, 
unless otherwise noted. Please 
be advised that some of the 



GREETINGS MERRIE-WOODE FAMILY,
As the calendar inches closer and closer to the 
Centennial Year of 2018, excitement is building here 
at Lake Fairfi eld, and we want to share with you the 
very latest news on all of the plans.  By now you have 
heard about the major Centennial elements, including 
a beautiful new Centennial Book, an ambitious 
Centennial Campaign, o�  cial new Centennial Archives, 
a special Centennial edition of the Ripple, and a fun-
fi lled Centennial Events Weekend scheduled for June 
22-24, 2018.  

What follows is a brief report on each of these 
Centennial Pillars, the progress to date, and what you 
can look forward to in the months ahead. We hope you 
will pull this insert out and keep it for future reference as 
it includes a great deal of information you will want at 
your fi ngertips, including very important details about 
our big Centennial Celebration next summer, as well as 
how to order your Centennial Book, how to make a gift 
to the Centennial Campaign, what to anticipate in our 
new Centennial Archives, and other important ways you 
can participate.
 
On behalf of the board as well as our talented Centennial 
Committee, we want to acknowledge the herculean work 

of Directors Denice and Jim Dunn and their outstanding 
sta� , principally Betsy Reese Helms, Associate Director, 
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and 
Performing Arts Director, and Robin McKinney Walker, 
Director of Development and Alumnae Relations. The 
Merrie-Woode Team is shouldering a tremendous level 
of responsibility for bringing this ambitious array of 
projects and activities to reality, and all of this on top 
of their routine responsibilities, which is no small feat.  
We know each member of the Merrie-Woode Family is 
grateful for their work and the work of an amazing team 
of volunteers.
 
Enjoy reviewing this meaningful update on all of 
the Centennial activities.  We are looking forward to 
celebrating with you in June 2018, so make your plans to 
be with us now.
 

Nancy Conkle Swann
Centennial Co-Chair

Elizabeth Keenan Thompson
Chair, Board of Trustees                       

Centennial Archives
Mary Jane Scott Trimble, Centennial Archives Chair
Dorothy Moss Williams, Centennial Archives Advisor – Technical
Elizabeth Simpson Poynor, Centennial Archives Advisor – Construction
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

As part of our capital campaign, Merrie-Woode has established a proper, climate and 
humidity controlled, expertly-managed archival facility – the Centennial Archives - in 
the Program O�  ce. Great care has been given to developing a way to manage the 
countless camp photos, fi lm footage, Logs, Ripples, letters, textiles and other memorabilia 
which Merrie-Woode has accumulated over the last century. Alumnae will now have a 
welcoming and cozy place to gather and enjoy wonderful memories triggered by these 
archival treasures. To donate an item to the Centennial Archives, please email lindsay@
merriewoode.com. We are currently in search of any Ripples from the 1940s and original 
camp uniforms predating the 1930s.

Remember. Renew. Rejoice.

Liz Counce Irwin                              
Centennial Co-Chair



Share Your Story!
Dorothy Moss Williams, Centennial Publications Chair
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

ALUMNAE - we want your stories – long or short! In developing the Centennial Book, we realize we have only 
scratched the surface of the hidden treasures out there among our alumnae in terms of Merrie-Woode stories. 
Everyone has favorite camp memories…whether it’s a campout that went awry, a favorite meal in the Dining 
Hall, or your memories of people like Dammie, the Orrs, and Hugh…we want to collect your memories into an 
oral histories collection within the Centennial Archives. 

Send your stories to Dorothy Moss Williams at mosswilliams@me.com or Camp Merrie-Woode, ATTN: 
Dorothy Williams, 100 Merrie-Woode Rd., Sapphire, NC, 28774. We are excited to see this collection grow and 
be used for any number of history projects in the future.

Centennial Publications 

CENTENNIAL BOOK 
Dorothy Moss Williams, Centennial Publications Chair
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

Camp Merrie-Woode: 100 Years of Following the Gleam

We are pleased to report that, after nearly three years of preparation 
by our award-winning book designer and author Laurie Shock, our 
Centennial book is on its way to press loaded with over 600 photos 
and deep historical research covering Merrie-Woode’s 100 years. This 
beautifully designed, hardcover, co� ee-table-size book documents 
the history and legacy of Camp Merrie-Woode and consists of over 
250 pages with stunning new photographs and signifi cant archival 
imagery. This is sure to be a keepsake that grandmothers, mothers, 
daughters, and granddaughters will share for generations.

Each book is $100, and all proceeds will go to the Camp Merrie-
Woode Endowment Fund. If you haven’t ordered your book yet, there 
is still time! All book orders made at this point will ship after January 1st. We will continue to keep book orders available 
until all books are sold out! Place your order on the CMW Centennial web page before they’re gone! 
www.merriewoode.com/cmw-centennial-celebration

CENTENNIAL RIPPLE
Hebe Dowling Murphy and Meaghan Dowling Chorske, Centennial Ripple Co-Editors
Amanda Love, Centennial Ripple Designer
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

To be published in December of 2018, this special edition of the Lake Fairfi eld Ripple will 
showcase the best of one hundred years of Merrie-Woode’s treasured literary magazine. 
Including poetry, prose, songs, and artwork, the Centennial Ripple will be a charming 
and nostalgic glance through camp life over the past century. Online orders and nominal 
pricing will be made available on the CMW Centennial web page soon. 
www.merriewoode.com/cmw-centennial-celebration 



Join us as we celebrate with the whole Merrie-Woode Family these wonderful 
accomplishments. As you can see, amazing collaboration is taking place between sta�  
and volunteers which we are confi dent will yield memorable results for all of our alumnae. 
In addition to the names you see listed with each element of our Centennial Celebration, 
we are grateful to Dockery Clark, Centennial Marketing Chair, Mathilde Villere Currence, 
Stewardship Chair, and the Development and Alumnae Relations Committee of the Board 
of Trustees for their roles in ensuring the success of this milestone moment in Merrie-
Woode’s history. In addition, each Centennial element is being supported by enthusiastic 
and e� ective teams of volunteers. Together with the Centennial Leadership Committee, 
we gratefully acknowledge the support and encouragement provided by longtime 
dedicated leaders, the Centennial Advisory Committee.

Thank you for your continued love and devotion to this place of rarest beauty for which 
we have the privilege of serving as directors.

Denice and Jim Dunn
Executive Directors

Letter from the Executive Directors

ESTABLISH A FUND

Donors or groups of donors of gifts 
of $100,000 or more are invited 
to establish permanently named 
endowment funds in consultation 
with camp leadership. Please call 
Robin McKinney Walker at the Camp 
o�  ce for more information on named 
endowments. 
 
“KINDRED SPIRIT” PLANNED 
GIVING PROGRAM

Planned gifts are an excellent way to 
increase charitable support and leave 
a lasting legacy at Merrie-Woode, 
while also providing signifi cant 
income tax benefi ts and estate 
tax savings to the donor. Unless 
otherwise specifi ed, all planned gifts 
will be designated for endowment. 
Please call Robin McKinney Walker at 
the Camp o�  ce for more information 
on planned giving. 

Centennial Campaign

Elly Lane and Stephanie Blessey Lilley, Centennial Campaign Co-Chairs
Robin McKinney Walker, Director of Development and Alumnae Relations

With a goal of $4.5 million, the 
Centennial Campaign is the most 
ambitious campaign in Merrie-
Woode’s history. With your help, we 
hope to achieve a long-held strategic 
dream of having a permanent 
endowment to help sustain camp 
operations well into the next century 
as well as address several signifi cant 
capital needs. Capital projects 
include the rebuilding of our much 
beloved Castle as well as the creation 
of new Centennial Archives and a 
gentle refurbishment of Tajar. As 
you surely have heard by now, the 
new Castle opened this summer to 
euphoric reviews by campers, sta� , 
and alumnae alike and was bustling 
with camp activity morning, noon, 
and night.  

 
Hopefully you received an invitation 
by mail asking for your participation 
in this historic e� ort. In past 
campaigns, the Merrie-Woode 
Family has always stepped forward 
generously and sacrifi cially, and this 

campaign is no exception! For the last year, dedicated teams of trustees 
and campaign volunteers throughout the Merrie-Woode family have been 
working very quietly and steadily. Thanks to their hard work and the 
incredible generosity of some early donors, we have already raised just over 
$4 million! But we need your help to surpass our goal! Thank you for your 
consideration.
 
Gifts and pledges may be mailed to the Camp o�  ce or submitted online at 
www.merriewoode.com/activities/campaign. For more information, please 
contact Robin McKinney Walker at 828-743-3300 or robin@merriewoode.com. 

James (Jimmy) Broughton 
Henrietta (Henri) Dibrell Brown 
Jane McMullen Cline 
Ginger Somerville Hallock 
Robert (Bobby) Hassinger 
Beth Daniel Holder 
Hebe Dowling Murphy 
Rudi Robbins Pillow 
Charlotte Pippin 
Edward Savitz 
Carla Hulsey Simmons 
Sherwood Smith, Jr. 
Barry (Beanie) Lohmeyer Stout 
Steve Straske 

CENTENNIAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE:



FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 2018

4:00pm
Camp opens to visitors; registration packets available 
for pickup

5:30pm- 8:00pm
Casual BBQ Dinner with Bluegrass Band on the 
waterfront
Limited to 400 guests. Casual attire.
$35 per Adult, $15 per child, ID required for 21+

6:45pm – 7:00pm, 7:30pm – 7:45pm
Traditional Merrie-Woode Campfi re in the Counsel 
Ring. First seating suggested for families with small 
children. Second seating suggested for guests 
without children.
Limited to 400 guests

8:30pm – 9:00pm
Candlelight Service
Float your candle on Lake Fairfi eld with well wishes 
for Merrie-Woode’s next 100 years!
Limited to 400 guests

9:30pm
Camp closes to visitors

SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2018
9:00am
Camp opens to visitors 

9:00am – 12:00pm
Kickball, Arts & Crafts, Free Boats and Free Swim*
*Must be a profi cient swimmer

9:30am – 11:00am
Lake Trail Hike #1

9:30am – 12:00pm
Old Bald Hike #1
Strenuous hike to the top of Old Bald with a 
panoramic view of Merrie-Woode and Lake Fairfi eld

11:00am - 12:00pm
Ribbon-cutting & Centennial Archives dedication

11:00am – 12:30pm
Lake Trail Hike #2

11:30am – 2:00pm
Picnic Lunch at Lily Pad
$15 per Adult, $10 per Child

12:00pm – 2:00pm
Legendary Luncheon hosted in the newly restored 
Castle honoring Alumnae and Sta�  from the 1920s, 
30s, 40s, and 50s.
Free of charge, invitation to follow. Casual attire.

12:30pm – 3:00pm
Old Bald Hike #2
Strenuous hike to the top of Old Bald with a 
panoramic view of Merrie-Woode and Lake Fairfi eld

12:30pm – 3:00pm
Dam Swim
One mile swim from Merrie-Woode’s swim dock to 
the Lake Fairfi eld Dam
Must be a profi cient swimmer, limited to 32 swimmers

1:00pm – 2:30pm
Lake Trail Hike #3

1:00pm – 3:00pm
Free Boats on Lake Fairfi eld

3:00pm 
Camp closes to visitors

6:30pm – 10:30pm
Centennial Celebration located at the Fairfi eld Inn 
Site. Join us for appetizers, entrée stations, music, 
and dancing to celebrate Camp Merrie-Woode’s 
100th summer!
Ages 18 and up, limited to 650 guests. Summer 
cocktail attire. $125 per Adult (25 years +), $100 per 
Adult (under 25 years old). ID required for 21+

SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018
9:00am
Camp opens to visitors

10:00am – 11:00am
Traditional Merrie-Woode Chapel Service

12:00pm
Camp closes to visitors in order for sta�  to prepare 
for opening day of Main Session, Monday, June 25th.

Tweed Cline Eckhard, Centennial Events Chair
Betsy Reese Helms, Associate Director

Join us for Merrie Woode’s Centennial Events Weekend June 22 – 24, 2018 as we honor our rich past and look towards 
an exciting future. 

There will be a variety of events for all ages over three days between the June and Main Sessions of 2018. 
All camp activities are free of charge and open to all ages. Meal pricing is listed below each event.
Registration is required for all activities and events and requires payment for meals in order to secure your ticket. 
Registration will open January 8th and may be completed at: www.merriewoode.com/cmw-centennial-celebration. 
Please register by May 1st as we expect all events will fi ll quickly. Events will take place rain or shine.

As you begin to make your plans to attend the Centennial Celebration weekend, please refer to the Local 
Accommodations List we have compiled in this newsletter and on the Merrie-Woode website.

Centennial Events
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locations in Sapphire and 
Cashiers are upwards of 15 
minutes from Camp, while 
accommodations in Highlands 
are 20-40 minutes from Merrie-
Woode.

Don’t forget the summer dates 
for 2018 as you make your 
reservations!

June Session: Friday, June 1, 
2018 – Thursday, June 21, 2018
Centennial Celebration: Friday, 
June 22, 2018 – Sunday, June 24, 
2018
Main Session: Monday, June 25, 
2018 – Sunday, July 29, 2018
August Session: Tuesday, July 
31, 2018 – Friday, August, 10, 
2018 

Area Accommodations:
Sapphire:
Black Bear Lodge: www.
blackbearlodgeofsapphire.com, 
828-553-6535

• 8 newly renovated 2 room suites 
with full kitchen and living space
• 4 suites are child and pet 
friendly
• No nightly minimum when 
booking
• Ask to speak with Melanie Cash 
when booking

Hampton Inn: www.
cashierssapphirevalleysuites.
hamptoninn.com, 828-743-4545

• Mary Lanning, General Manager
• 2 night minimum

Sapphire Valley Real 
Estate and Rentals: www.
sapphirevalleyrealestate.com, 
800-228-0431, 828-743-0466

• Broker-in-Charge: Colene West
• Colene, and her team, can help 

you find a house or condo rental 
for the Centennial weekend

Cashiers:
High Hampton Inn: www.
highhamptoninn.com, 800-334-
2551

• Inn rentals available now! 
• Home rentals available January 
2018 (3 night minimum)

Landmark Vacations: www.
landmarkvacations.com, 877-
747-9234, 828-743-9234

• Landmark can help you find 
a house or condo rental for the 
Centennial Celebration

Laurelwood Inn: www.
laurelwoodinncashiers.com, 800-
346-6846, 828-743-9939

• 16 motel rooms, 3 2-bedroom 
log suites, and 1 freestanding log 
cabin
• 2 night minimum

Pebble Creek Village: www.
pebble-creek.com, 828-743-0623

• 8 two bedroom homes, 5 one 
bedroom chalet/motel rooms
• Property will be blocked off for 
Merrie-Woode guests to make 
reservations from January 1 – 
March 1, 2018

Highlands:
200 Main by Old Edwards: 
www.200main.com, 866-526-
8008

• 50 hotel rooms and 1 suite 

Highlands Inn: www.
highlandsinn-nc.com, 828-526-
9380

• 39 hotel rooms with 
complimentary breakfast

Highlands Inn Lodge: www.
highlandsinnlodge.com, 828-

526-5899
• 59 hotel rooms, as well as 
6 suites with complimentary 
breakfast

Old Edwards Inn: www.
oldedwardsinn.com, 866-526-
8008

• Offers hotel rooms, cottages, 
suites, and 4 bedroom homes

The Inn at Half Mile Farm 
by Old Edwards: www.
halfmilefarm.com, 866-526-8008

• 31 rooms and 3 cabins available 
with complimentary breakfast and 
social hour 
• Children under 12 years old are 
not permitted

The Main Street Inn: www.
mainstreet-inn.com, 828-526-
2590

• 18 rooms

The Park on Main: www.
theparkonmain.com, 800-221-
5078, 828-526-4502

• 23 pet friendly suites
• Ask for Kim Reed when 
booking

Additionally, there are many 
local condos, cottages, and 
homes that can be booked 
through www.vrbo.com and 
www.airbnb.com.
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In Memoriam cont.

could begin construction in mid-
August, and we would need 
everything finished by June. You 
would think that with a building 
of this scale and magnitude this 
timetable wouldn’t be possible, 
but they managed to pull it off in 
the nick of time.
 Ken Fussell, the 
project manager on loan from 
Lonesome Valley in Cashiers, 
North Carolina, couldn’t have 

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

Hannah Curtis, Davis Straske, and Lucy 
Curtis cut the ribbon as Castle is presented 

to the June Session campers!

her daughter, Merrie-Woode 
alumna, Rebecca “Becky” 
Lee Patterson (96-97) of 
Tallahassee, FL; her son, Robert 
Grant Patterson (Christine) of 
Ormond Beach, FL; her sister 
Leslie Drake Schutt (Peter) of 
Memphis, TN, and many other 
loving relatives.   

Louise Wooten Talley (1935-
2017)

The Merrie-Woode 
family mourns the loss of 
Louise Trotter Wooten Talley, 
age 82, of Raleigh, NC, who 
passed away on September 19, 
2017. Born in Goldsboro, NC, 

Louise attended Goldsboro High 
School and St. Mary’s School 
in Raleigh. She obtained her BA 
degree in English Literature from 
Duke University and pursued 
graduate studies at the Harvard/
Radcliffe School of Business 
Administration. During the 
summers of 1945- 1950, she was 
a camper at Merrie-Woode. 

A world-traveler, she and 
her husband, Dr. Banks C. Talley, 
Jr., founded a travel business, 
ArtTours of Raleigh, which 
specialized in Mother/Daughter 
trips to New York and London. 
She was an accomplished French 
chef and was a patron of many 

arts organizations, including 
the North Carolina Art Society, 
where she was a board member. 
She also served as a member of 
the Junior League of Raleigh and 
as Chairman of the Wake County 
Committee of the Colonial 
Dames of America.  

Louise is survived by her 
husband of 54 years, Dr. Banks 
C. Talley, Jr.; her daughters, 
Merrie-Woode alumnae, Sterling 
Talley Wheless (77-83) (Jim) 
and Mary Louise Talley Wright 
(83-84); her son, Banks C. Talley 
III (Noelle); and many other dear 
relatives.

There’s a New Castle on the Hill cont.

come up with the best possible 
design. They knew that they 
would have one shot at this and 
how important it would be to get 
it right. They made sure that we 
could incorporate every activity 
need we could imagine while 
also ensuring the building would 
serve as our primary gathering 
space, continuing to feel as cozy 
and homey as Castle always has 
to generations of campers. 
 Dearl and Taylor Stewart 
of Dearl Stewart Construction 
Company accepted the challenge 
of taking a historic building, a 
simple 60’ x 100’ gymnasium, 
and the open space between 
them and turn it all into a single 
building that looks like it has 
been there for nearly a century. 
If that wasn’t enough of a 
challenge, we told them they 

choreographed this any better. 
He had the right relationships 
with the right people and 
a tremendous rapport and 
reputation with all of the sub-
contractors that helped along the 
way.
 There were numerous 
sub-contractors who worked to 
make this happen, but two who 
went above and beyond were 
Jay Drummonds of Highlands 
Foundations and Rance Jones 
of Toxaway Grading. Our site 
presented a number of unique 
challenges to do with slope 
and soil conditions, but they 
figured out a way to provide 
the best possible foundation for 
this treasured building. We feel 
certain this new building will 
be standing firm more than a 
century from now. As Jay pointed 
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players with whom we have been 
working is Reed Hilderbrand of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. They 
patiently worked with us to come 
up with an intuitive landscape 
design for this new building 
while making use of native plants 
and taking us back to a more 
natural setting. Not only did they 
come up with a beautiful design 
for this building, they started to 
conceptualize an overall master 
site plan. While this will be 
refined and implemented over 
many years, we are excited about 
the possibilities for the core 
campus, the natural look, and the 
functionality of their design.  
 While there are too 

out, “Somebody is smiling on 
Merrie-Woode because I have 
never been able to pour this 
much concrete in January and 
February.” And he was right! It 
was the warmest winter any of us 
could remember, allowing us to 
continue work through the dead 
of winter.
  The last of the key 

The new rock climbing wall inside King 
Arthur’s Court.

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

many people and businesses to 
thank in this short article, we 
would be remiss if we didn’t 
tip our caps to board members 
Steve Straske, Brien Peterkin, 
Bill Curtis, George Pillow, and 
Melanie Crittenden, as well as 
the tremendous board leadership 
of Elizabeth Keenan Thompson, 
for persevering and shepherding 
this building from design to use. 
Watching the campers utilize the 
new space this summer was a joy 
to see. It felt like home as soon 
as we started hosting morning 
devotionals each day, watched 
as the buildings buzzed to life 
during activities, and settled in 
together for evening programs 
throughout the summer. We 
feel confident that this new 
Castle on the hill will continue 
to be the beating heart of the 
camp community for many, 
many generations of Merrie-
Woode girls to come, just as her 
predecessor was for almost the 
past century.

Inside the new Castle, featuring two fireplaces on 
each end and a stage on the long wall.

The new Dance Studio in King 
Arthur’s Court.

A new breezeway connects Castle and King 
Arthur’s Court, opening up much more rainy 

day space.
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Merrie-Woode Girls Take On Adventure and Leadership

We are excited 
to announce the 
success of our second 
annual Merrie-Woode 
GOAL (Girls’ Outdoor 
Adventure Leadership) 
Kayaking Expedition. 
The GOAL Expedition 
is a pre-season 
whitewater paddling 
trip for Merrie-Woode 
Captains and those who 
have completed the ESKIMO 
kayaking program. Participants 
can be campers, Junior 
Counselors, and Counselor 
Assistants. The purpose is to 
provide a wilderness leadership 
course for Merrie-Woode girls 
where hard and soft skills 
obtained are designed to be 
useful not only as potential staff 
members, but also as future 
college and job applicants. Girls 
who have gone on this trip are 
more self-assured on rivers and 
feel significantly more prepared 
to be on the boating staff at 
camp. Conery Schmidt, a 2017 
participant said, “This trip 
helped me to be successful and 
confident when stepping out of 
my comfort zone, on and off the 
river.” While we are incredibly 
proud of the accomplishments of 
campers in the boating program, 
becoming a Captain should only 
be the beginning when it comes 
to progressing as a boater, and 
more importantly as a leader. The 
GOAL program was designed to 
facilitate just this. 

This expedition has the 
opportunity to look differently 
each year depending on 

accumulated rain, river releases, 
and the group’s needs. The 
GOAL expedition of 2017 
featured five days on the river 
with Merrie-Woode’s former 
Adventure Program Coordinator, 
JP Bevilaqua, and Lydia Wing, 
instructor and managing partner 
of H2O Dreams in Saluda, 
NC. Lydia has years of ACA 
(American Canoe 
Association) L4 
kayaking instruction 
experience, making 
her an invaluable 
part of the team. 
The itinerary for the 
week focused on a 
progression that began 
with paddling rivers 
our group was more 
familiar with. This 
allowed them to knock 
off the dust and get 
back in the groove of kayaking 
whitewater. The progression 
then flowed into paddling more 
challenging rivers. The trip 
progression allows participants 
to gain confidence in themselves 
and their abilities before 
moving on to more challenging 

whitewater. Ellie Knight, 
a 2017 participant said, 
“Through the instructors 
teaching new paddling 
and leadership skills on 
the river, my love for 
paddling was brought 
back [after being] put 
away during the off 
season.”

Trip leader, 
JP Bevilaqua recalled 

that, “Participants in the GOAL 
Program learn to demonstrate 
leadership, self-reliance, and 
good decision making on and 
off the water.” Each morning 
the group wakes up and is 
responsible for preparing meals, 
and loading all of the camping 
gear and paddling equipment 
for the group. They also share 
the responsibilities throughout 

the day, including “leader of 
the day,” where participants 
take turns leading the group. 
Their responsibility is to 
oversee the efficiency of setting 
up and breaking down camp 
each morning and night and 
calculating the group’s needs 
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throughout the day.
Our group 

started the trip by 
heading to Section 9 
of the French Broad 
near Hot Springs, NC. 
Given the large width 
of the river, technical 
variety abounds, 
giving paddlers the 
opportunity to read 
and run their own 
lines and challenge 
themselves. The next 
day the girls paddled the Pigeon 
River, right outside of the Great 
Smoky Mountains. It is most 
famous for having fun wave 
trains, rapids creating a series 
of back to back waves. This is a 
classic favorite for many Merrie-
Woode girls in their time in the 
boating program. The third day 
featured spending time working 
on perfecting and teaching basic 
paddling skills and strokes on 
Lake Fontana. Demonstrating 
basic skills on flatwater is 
always a great idea for any 
level boater, especially when 
it comes to working towards 
being an instructor. These are 
teaching skills they will be able 
to bring back to Lake Fairfield 
as they begin teaching younger 
boaters. Later that day the group 
paddled laps on Nantahala Falls 
(on the Nantahala River), an 
exciting class 3 rapid that is 
also a friendly place to hone in 
on catching eddies and build 
confidence by running the rapid 
in a variety of ways. Merrie-
Woode has been paddling the 
Nantahala and running laps 
on the falls for decades. It is 
empowering to see the historical 

advancement camp has had on 
that rapid. There are pictures 
of Hugh Caldwell and former 
campers running the falls in the 
1960s, which was well before 
most camps were out paddling, 
particularly other girls’ camps. 
Following the Nantahala, the 
girls spent two days on the Ocoee 
River in Tennessee. The Ocoee 
was definitely a more challenging 
river for many of the girls. It is 
what kayakers call “big water” 
fun. It has even bigger wave 
trains than the Pigeon and a 
lot of technical features. It was 
incredible to see how much 
progress they were able to make 
in just a few days! Betsy Blitch, 
a 2017 GOAL Participant said, 
“Up until that day, the idea of 
paddling the Ocoee had always 
intimidated me…I remember 
being really nervous…However, 
when we began paddling, I 
quickly realized that I was much 
more capable of getting down 
the river successfully than I 
had thought. This realization 
was huge for me and helped 
me gain so much confidence in 
both myself and in my paddling 
skills.”

Offering the 
GOAL Expedition 
each year is an exciting 
advancement for 
the Merrie-Woode 
Adventure Program. We 
look forward to seeing 
the GOAL expeditions 
grow, giving older 
campers and young staff 
the opportunity to be 
part of an empowering 
adventure and develop 
as leaders. Not only 

do we wish to continue this 
as an extension of the boating 
program but we would also 
like to see it become a part of 
the Mountaineering program 
as well. Planning is underway 
to offer older campers, JCs, 
and CAs who have excelled in 
the Mountaineering program 
a similar expedition of new 
adventures and leadership 
growth.

This year as we celebrate 
Merrie-Woode Centennial, 
we also celebrate 100 years 
of empowering girls to get 
outside. There is no better way 
to embrace that spirit than by 
joining our GOAL Kayaking 
Expedition this summer! The 
trip will head out shortly before 
the Main Session. For more 
information on the 2018 GOAL 
Expedition you can contact 
Merrie-Woode’s Adventure 
Program Coordinator, Kelli 
Talley: (828)743-3300 or kelli@
merriewoode.com.



20

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

Remembering John R. Kinnett, Jr.

Founding Board Chairman
(April 4, 1927-August 15, 2017)

It was October, 1978, 
and, like several other members 
of the Merrie-Woode Family, 
John Kinnett received an anxious 
phone call from Hugh Caldwell 
sharing the news that Merrie-
Woode was closing and inquiring 
what could be done to save it. 
Mr. Kinnett agreed to join a 
handful of parents and friends 
and attend a few preliminary 
meetings to explore options.  

“We got back from one 
of those first meetings, and I 
had begun to realize that getting 
the Foundation off the ground 
was going to take a tremendous 
amount of time for everyone 
involved. I wasn’t sure I could 
afford that much time away from 
my business responsibilities 
[at Kinnett Dairies]. I got my 
daughters together, and I told 
them there was a chance to save 
Merrie-Woode and that I might 
be able to assist, but it was going 
to mean even more time away 
from my family. It showed me 
how important my presence was 
in their daily lives when they 
all “voted” for Camp Merrie-
Woode! And I never regretted it.”

So the story unfolded 
as former trustee Claire Kinnett 
Tate skillfully interviewed her 
father at Merrie-Woode’s request 
on Good Friday this spring at 
their family home in Columbus, 
Georgia just one week after his 
90th birthday. Mr. Kinnett not 
only honored his daughters’ pleas 
to do what he could to help, but 

he ultimately was tapped to chair 
that original board of trustees 
providing wise and steady 
leadership just when it was most 
critically needed. Mr. Kinnett 
described the very challenging 
economic circumstances of the 
late 1970s. The times were “extra 
tough.  Interest rates were around 
twenty percent. I had some 
friends who had lost everything, 
so it was not easy times. But 
somehow [everyone]…thought 
enough of Merrie-Woode to want 
to keep it going and, because 
of the poor economic times, it 
spoke even more highly of those 
parents and their opinions of 
Merrie-Woode.” 

Former trustee Sherwood 
Smith remembered Mr. Kinnett’s 
influence during those difficult 
first years saying, “In the 1979-
81 period, John was a big help 
in organizing the necessary fund 
raising after the initial down 
payment was made to the Orrs. 
He gave Hugh wonderful advice 
and encouraged him to set up 
“business like” arrangements to 
operate the new foundation and 
run the camp. I hold him in the 
highest regard.”

Claire asked her father 
what else he remembered about 
the early days and he said “Well, 
I remember I lost a wife for 
a summer or two. And I was 
amazed at the way people did 
respond to volunteer to get 
through those first couple of 
years, and it was wonderful to 
see!” Alumnae from 1979 and 
1980 will remember very fondly 
that Betty Kinnett rolled her 
sleeves as well. Susan Mitchell 
Cross recalls vividly Mrs. 
Kinnett helping smooth out the 
rough edges of those first two 
summers “wearing a uniform and 
carrying a clipboard.”  

Mr. Kinnett passed away 
peacefully on August 15, 2017 
surrounded by loving family. In 
addition to Claire, the Kinnett 
Family has many Merrie-Woode 
alumnae, including daughters 
Bright Kinnett Wright, Josephine 
Kinnett Klumpenhower, Frazer 
Kinnett Loomis, and Jean Kinnett 
Oliver; daughter-in-law, Martha 
Puckett Kinnett; granddaughters 
Bright Tate, Elizabeth Loomis, 
Sarah Oliver, Martha L. Kinnett, 
Jean Kinnett, and Sarah Kinnett 
Burnett.Merrie-Woode owes an 
enormous debt of gratitude to Mr. 
and Mrs. Kinnett for answering 
the call and setting the highest 
possible example of service and 
dedication. Special thanks to 
Claire Kinnett Tate for taking the 
time to help us record her father’s 
perspectives on those early days 
of the Merrie-Woode Foundation, 
an oral history which will be part 
of the permanent record in the 
future Centennial Archives.

John and Betty Kinnett 
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Boat Meet 2017 – It’s a Great Day for the Race

There was boundless 
excitement in the air during the 
lunch time announcements, and 
Doug Cameron yelled, “It’s 
a great day for the Race!” In 
response, the Dining Hall crowd 
screamed in unison, “What 
Race?” Doug was quick to 
answer, “The Boat Race!”  With 
cheers, the eleven Would-Bes 
and their staff leaders left the 
Dining Hall to get ready for the 
Crew Skits and the Crew Race. 

They headed to the dance 
studio where they prepared, 
with their crews and families, 
for their Crew Skits. Costumes, 
props, and snacks cluttered the 
studio and the enthusiasm among 
each of the four-person crews 
was contagious. This excitement 
spilled out on to the porch 
where their families patiently 
waited with their cameras. 
Mothers wondered if they would 
be the one to jump into the 
water, should their daughter’s 
crew cross the finish line first. 
As the Would-Bes prepared, 
their freshly painted, uniquely 
designed paddles were moved 
to the Boat House for their big 

debut and canoes were readied at 
the dock. The race would begin 
soon. 

The Captain’s Program 
dates back to 1938, this 
progressive skill-developing 
program incorporates canoeing 
and kayaking requirements on 
flatwater and whitewater. This 
challenging program has created 
a bond among the campers who 
have worked through it. The 
resulting success has created 
generations of Captains who 
have followed in the footsteps 
of the sisters, mothers, and for 
the first time this summer, not 
just one grandmother but two! 
1953 Captain Ginger Somerville 
Hallock was at camp to cheer 
on WB Madeleine Andrews and 
1957 Captain Beanie Lohmeyer 
Stout was here to celebrate WB 
Sarah Hughes. The memories 
of their own Crew Race, as well 
as their daughters’ Crew Races 
(‘81 Captain Elizabeth Hallock 
Andrews, ’78 Captain Hilton 
Hallock, ’81 Captain Anne Stout 

Hughes, and ’79 Captain Barry 
Stout Kaminer) came flooding 
back as if it were yesterday. 

Ginger and Beanie have 
had longstanding relationships 
with camp. Both of their 
mothers, Virginia Hilton Grasty 
(’29) and Ann Phelan Lohmeyer 
(’30) attended camp and inspired 
a love for this place of rarest 
beauty that has continued 
for generations. In fact, Mrs. 
Lohmeyer came back to camp 
in 1979, at the request of Hugh 
Caldwell; she assisted with 
camper logistics and became 
the “camp grandmother” to all 
that first summer when camp 
operated under the newly formed 
foundation. 

Ginger Somerville 
Hallock is an alumna, former 
staff, former board member, and 
interim camp director during the 
fragile years of the 1980s as the 
foundation was facing substantial 
challenges. Ginger was part of 
a group of volunteers who were 
willing to do anything for camp. 
Her passion and energy inspires 
those around her to this day.  

Beanie Lohmeyer Stout is 
an alumna, former staff, former 
board member, and Chair of the 
Board of Trustees during the time 
when camp was facing financial, 

Captain ‘53 Ginger Somerville Hallock, 
Captain ‘81 Elizabeth Hallock Andrews, 

Captain ’17 Madeleine Andrews, and 
Captain ’78 Hilton Hallock 

’81 Captain Anne Stout Hughes, ’17 
Captain Sarah Hughes, and ’57 Captain 

Barry (Beanie) Lohmeyer Stout

The Captains of 2017 with leaders, Mary 
Grace Bowers and Sallie Ratcliffe
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Remembering Mrs. Vernon Smith

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2017

organizational, and facilities 
challenges. Beanie and the board 
members who served in the 80s 
were devoted volunteers. Camp 
is forever grateful for their 
countless hours and service to 
camp.

Merrie-Woode lost one 
of its cherished founding trustees 
when Vernon Fountain Smith 
of Raleigh, North Carolina 
passed away this spring. 
She was the mother of three 
Merrie-Woode alumnae, former 
trustee Vee Smith Chandler, 
Dolly Smith Lyon, and Creecy 
Smith Andrews. She was the 
grandmother of current trustee 
and alumna, Creecy Chandler 
Johnson, and alumnae Helen 
Chandler Fure and Dolly 
Brantley Myrick. Great-
granddaughters Bowen Johnson 
and Grace Fure are current 
Merrie-Woode campers. 

Born in Edgecombe 
County, N.C., Mrs. Smith 
remained a dedicated North 
Carolinian her entire life. She 
was the daughter of prominent 
attorney Vinton Fountain and 
the niece of Congressman L. H. 
Fountain, both of Tarboro, NC. 
Her mother was Annie Ruth Britt 
Fountain of Lumberton, NC. 
She was married to Willis Smith, 
Jr., son of United States Senator 
Willis Smith. After graduating 
from Duke University, she was a 
reporter for the Durham Morning 
Herald while her husband served 

as a naval pilot during World 
War II. Mrs. Smith was a true 
servant leader. In addition to her 
involvement at Merrie-Woode, 
Ms. Smith gave her talents to 
a wide array of other North 
Carolina organizations and 
remained a life-long student, 
intellectually curious about a 
wide variety of interests.

When asked how Mrs. 
Smith became involved in the 
earliest days of the Merrie-
Woode Foundation, her daughter, 
Vee Smith Chandler, recalls 
“I had just had two little girls 
(Helen and Creecy). I was 
heartsick about the prospect of 
Merrie-Woode closing, and I 
asked her to try to help for their 
sakes. She wanted Merrie-Woode 
to survive as much as the rest of 

us did!” She and her daughter, 
Creecy Chandler Johnson, also 
remember the considerable 
influence of Sherwood Smith, 
whom Mrs. Smith held in high 
esteem and who was “leading the 
charge from Raleigh.” 

Creecy summed up her 
grandmother’s affection for 
Merrie-Woode this way, “My 
grandmother’s love of summer 
camp as a child is the reason 
I was lucky enough to end up 
at Merrie-Woode. Her mother 
died when she was just two, and 
summer camp in the mountains 
(at Montreat) was where she 
was happiest and served as a 
wonderful respite for her each 
year. When she was married with 
girls of her own, she insisted that 
they go to camp. Apparently my 
grandfather initially balked at the 
cost, but she stood firm and made 
it clear this was non-negotiable! 
Fortunately for the next three 
generations of girls in our family, 
she found Merrie-Woode. All 
three of her daughters loved 
Merrie-Woode, as did all three 
of her granddaughters and now 
both of her great-granddaughters. 
What a special gift to pass down 
through three generations.”

After years of practice 
and anticipation, the 2017 
Would-Bes traded in their 
WB hats for the highest award 
symbolizing their dedication 
to the Boating Program – the 
Captain’s Hat. These 2017 

Captains joined the hundreds of 
women who shared this honor. 
Madeleine, Elizabeth, and 
Ginger, along with Sarah, Anne, 
and Beanie share yet another 
inseparable bond as Captains. 
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Campaign Update – Shooting for Success!

 In September 2017, 
Merrie-Woode announced that 
the Centennial Campaign has 
gone public! Campers, alumnae, 
and parents who visited our 
beautiful new Castle this summer 
learned that during the quiet 
phase, thanks to the incredible 
generosity of early donors, the 
Centennial Campaign reached 
90% of its overall goal of $4.5 
million. 
 A team of Campaign 
volunteers, led with tremendous 
enthusiasm and lots of Merrie-
Woode PEP by Campaign 
Co-Chairs Stephanie Blessey 
Lilley of Washington D.C. and 
Elly Lane of New Orleans have 
worked tirelessly to host City 
Events, meet with potential 
supporters, apply to foundations, 
and call on friends and neighbors 
to talk about the ambitious goals 
of this Campaign that will create 
a strong foundation for Merrie-
Woode’s next century. 
 With strong early support 
from the Board, the Executive 
Directors and Trustees directed 
construction to begin on the 
new Castle. With excellent 
preparation and extraordinary 
dedication by all involved in the 
project, Castle was completed 
in ten months and opened early 
this summer to the thrill of 
campers and staff alike! The 
Centennial Campaign continues 
to raise funds for the other capital 
projects, including the renovation 
of our beloved Tajar and the 
creation of the Centennial 
Archives in the upstairs of the 
Program Office. 

 Another important 
component of the Centennial 
Campaign is the establishment 
of Merrie-Woode’s first ever 
endowment. The endowment 
marks an important achievement 
in Merrie-Woode’s evolution 
as a non-profit institution, as 
the principal funds remaining 
in the endowment will generate 
significant income that will 
serve specific, budget-relieving 
priorities each year. Funds from 
the General Endowment will 
support the operating budget 

globally, while income from the 
four individual endowments: 
Programming, Camperships, 
Building and Maintenance, and 
Conservation and Sustainability, 
will provide funds for each of 
those categories of expenses.  
 As you will read in 
the special Centennial insert 
enclosed with this Newsletter, the 
Centennial Campaign has already 
achieved great success, but now 
we need your help to surpass 
our goal! Together, the Merrie-
Woode family of today will give 
an extraordinarily generous gift 
to the Merrie-Woode girls of 
the future. Please join us in this 
important endeavor, and we look 
forward to celebrating the results 
of this Centennial Campaign with 
you in June 2018!

Centennial Campaign Giving Levels 

Mighty Oak ($100,000 and above)

Maple ($50,000-$99,999)

Poplar ($20,000-$49,999)

Dogwood ($10,000-$19,999)

Rhododendron ($5,000-$9,999)

Galax ($2,500-$4,999)

Water Lily ($1,000-$2,499)

Trillium (up to $999)

Centennial Campaign Co-Chairs Stephanie 
Blessey Lilley and Elly Lane
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I Love To Go A-Wandering…Along the Mountain Track…

 On the Opening Days of 
June Session and Main Session 
this summer, we were pleased to 
offer another Old Bald hike to 
Merrie-Woode alumnae mothers 
and Centennial Campaign 
volunteers. A stalwart group 
of hikers gathered at the Old 
Fairfield Inn Site immediately 
after dropping off their daughters 
for camp and started the trek 
around the lake toward the trail 
head. With PB&J and some of 
Merrie-Woode’s finest “broccoli” 
in their packs, they braved 
the humidity and scaled the 
mountain in record time.  
  Led by Margaret 
Ullrich and Holly Piece Amber 
during the June Session, and 
Centennial Campaign Co-Chairs 
Stephanie Blessey Lilley and 
Elly Lane during the Main 
Session, the hike provided the 
group with an opportunity to 
enjoy a unique view of Merrie-

Woode’s beautiful property and 
share the camaraderie of an 
outdoor activity known to all 
generations of campers. Over 
stories about their daughters, 
recent travel, and many common 
acquaintances among the Merrie-
Woode community, the hikers 
strengthened their previous 
friendships and made many 
new ones. We hope that these 
events will continue to grow in 
popularity, and that all camper 

parents will join us this coming 
year. Information about the hikes 
will be included in your 2018 
parent emails so that all can plan 
ahead to join us on for a true 
Merrie-Woode adventure on Old 
Bald.

Merrie-Woode alumnae and June Session 
parents, Holly Piece Ambler (80-96), 

Margaret Ullrich, Julie Habetz, Virginia 
Preaus Barba (83-89). 

Main Session hikers Tweed Cline Eckhard 
(79-83), Stephanie Blessey Lilley (76-

83), Sarah Ruffin Costello (81-83), 
Meaghan Dowling Chorske (80-83), Liz 
Morley Ehrlich, Mary Leland Davenport 

Hutchinson (76-82), Christa Nice Absolom 
(75-82), Mary Hassinger Schmidt, Elly 

Lane, Mathilde Villere Currence (82-87), 
Betsy Hamilton Verner (76-90), Robin 

McKinney Walker (89-present), and 
Rebecca Rich Gallardo (87-98). 

Remembering Donnie Stout

 Merrie-Woode lost a 
true champion when Merrell 
L. “Donnie” Stout, Jr. died this 
summer at the age of 81.  
 Donnie was born in 
Baltimore in 1936 and was 
the much beloved husband 
of our former Board Chair, 
Beanie Lohmeyer Stout, and 
father to their children, alumna 
Barry Stout Kaminer, alumna 
Anne Stout Hughes, Merrell 
Stout, III, their spouses, and 
eight grandchildren. He and 
Beanie enjoyed a wonderful, 

loving 54-year marriage, which 
included nine years in which 
one or the other served on the 
Merrie-Woode Board. Barry 
Stout Kaminer remembers that 
“Dad loved his family, and his 
family loved Merrie-Woode; Dad 
grew to love it on his own even 
though he was never a camper 
living vicariously through Mom, 
his mother-in-law [Ann Phelan 
Wright Lohmeyer], his sister-
in-law [Mary Anne Lohmeyer 
Cover], and his daughters, nieces, 
and eventually granddaughters; 

I’m sure he wanted to do 
whatever he could to preserve 
something that was so special to 
so many people.”
 Merrell recalls “as I see 
it, Dad felt connected to Merrie-
Woode because he saw how 
important it was to his wife and 
daughters.” In his eulogy for 
his father, Merrell shared that 
“what described Dad best was 
his love of, and devotion to, his 
family. He always operated in 
the background and quietly took 
care of everything…in a kind and 
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loving way…we have lived our 
entire lives under the invisible 
protective umbrella that was our 
father…a man who could always 
be counted on…a man who was 
always kind.” 
 Barry remembers that 
“he and Mom really loved the 
time they spent at camp during 
the Board meetings [where 
everyone] became friends 
connected by something they 
cared deeply about.” Those 
fortunate former trustees who 
served with Beanie and Donnie 
on the Merrie-Woode board 
in the late 1980s and early 
1990s certainly observed this 
same dynamic of the love and 
devotion the Stouts had for 
each other, their family, and for 
Merrie-Woode. As chair of the 
board from 1988-90, Beanie 
served during one of the most 
challenging times imaginable 
in the life of Camp Merrie-
Woode. While Beanie worked 
with other board members and 

staff to continue the important 
work of securing Merrie-
Woode’s looming financial, 
programmatic, and facility 
needs, Donnie was there to offer 
support and encouragement 
not only to Beanie but to the 
rest of the board. Then, when 
Beanie passed the chair’s gavel 
and the two of them could have 
considered themselves retired 
from “active duty” at Merrie-
Woode, Donnie stepped forward 
to serve two terms on the board, 
offering his considerable wisdom 
and business skills from a long, 
successful and distinguished 

career in banking and as a Burger 
King franchisee. Barry reflected 
on this: “my guess is Dad never 
hesitated about serving on the 
board when he was asked to. I 
think he loved it.”   
 Donnie would have 
shared a very proud moment with 
Beanie as their granddaughter, 
Would-Be Sarah Hughes led her 
crew across the finish line this 
summer cheered on by Beanie, 
Anne, and Sarah’s young cousin, 
Graham Absolom. When Sarah 
earned her Captain’s Hat, she 
joined many Captains in the 
family including Beanie, Anne, 
Barry, and cousins Christa Nice 
Absolom and Alicia Wright. 
Other proud family members not 
already mentioned above include 
granddaughter Wright Kaminer 
and niece Sidney Nice Shelton.
 As Barry describes it, 
“Dad was devoted to the things 
that mattered, and Merrie-Woode 
mattered.”

Beanie and Donnie Stout at High Heaven, 
circa 1992

Annual Fund Dollars – Essential to Excellence

 Do you wonder why 
Merrie-Woode needs an Annual 
Fund each spring when the 
letter and brochure arrive in 
your mailbox asking you for a 
contribution? With tuition from 
200 campers each session and the 
recent Capital Campaign for the 
Centennial, you may ask what 
role the Annual Fund plays in 
Merrie-Woode’s overall financial 
plan.  
 In short, the Annual Fund 
provides the essential funding 
to ensure that Merrie-Woode 
remains an institution of the 

highest caliber in traditional 
wilderness camping. Tuition 
dollars alone only cover a 
portion of the expenses required 
to ensure that Merrie-Woode’s 
outstanding programs and 
facilities continue to improve 
each summer. When campers 
enjoy the outdoor adventures, 
visual and performing arts, 
and traditional programs, they 
are directly benefitting from 
the additional resources the 
Annual Fund ensures that we can 
provide.  
  In 1978, with the 

establishment of the Merrie-
Woode Foundation, Inc., Camp 
transformed from a privately-
owned institution to one that is 
owned and managed by a 501(c)3 
non-profit organization. Since the 
earliest years of the Foundation, 
the Annual Fund served as a way 
for alumnae, parents, and friends 
of Merrie-Woode to give back 
to this institution that made an 
indelible mark on their lives. 
The dollars raised through the 
Annual Fund helped sustain 
camp operations during the lean 
season of the 1980s, when the 
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early leaders worked tirelessly to 
ensure that Camp Merrie-Woode 
would continue to open its gates 
to girls in green and grey each 
summer. In the 1990s, the Annual 
Fund supported numerous 
building projects as Merrie-
Woode sought to improve her 
facilities.  
 Under the leadership 
of the Board of Trustees, the 
Merrie-Woode Foundation 
carefully manages Camp’s 
resources to ensure that, in 
addition to maintaining the 
traditions of Merrie-Woode’s 
program, Camp also offers 
an exceptional curriculum, 

talented and well-trained staff, 
and top-of-the-line equipment 
to the campers of each session. 
Flexible in purpose, the Annual 
Fund dollars are used in the 
year immediately following the 
year that they are raised to fund 
various high-priority projects 
and the “campership” tuition-
scholarship program. While 
funds raised for the Centennial 
Campaign will be applied to 
certain specifically-identified 
uses, including capital projects 
and endowment, the Annual 
Fund is allocated for different 
uses each year that improve 
the programming and offer 

the Merrie-Woode experience 
to young women with proven 
leadership skills who would 
not otherwise be able to attend 
Camp. 
  Thank you to all of our 
contributors who are driving us 
toward a record success for the 
Annual Fund again this year! 
We are already planning ahead 
for the incredible activities that 
your support will make possible 
for the campers who will attend 
Merrie-Woode’s 100th summer 
in 2018. You truly make us “the 
BEST…the very BEST camp in 
creation”!

Around Camp

A group of Main Session campers enjoys a 
waterfall hike.

August Session on the tennis courts.
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2017 Board of Trustees

Elizabeth Keenan Thompson, 
Chairman
Darien, CT

Holly Pierce Ambler
Boone, NC

Martha Dockery Clark
Charlotte, NC

Mathilde Villere Currence
New Orleans, LA

William (Bill) Curtis
Houston, TX

Julie Harrower Diaz
Dallas, TX

Tweed Cline Eckhard
Tampa, FL

Mary Leland Davenport 
Hutchison
Lookout Mountain, TN

Creecy Chandler Johnson
Raleigh, NC

H. Merritt Lane
New Orleans, LA 

Joseph (Jed) Lykes, III
Tampa, FL 

Clair Freeman Marshall
Raleigh, NC

George Pillow
Killen, AL

Carter Coker Simpson
Washington, DC

Betsy Hamilton Verner
Atlanta, GA

Daniel (Dan) Wilbanks
Knoxville, TN

Dorothea (Dorothy) Moss 
Williams
Washington, DC
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A perfect afternoon, sailing on Lake Fairfield.

Campers peeking out of a window in Tajar.

Campers in Earthworks and Farm & Garden 
enjoy some time with the camp sheep. 
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100 Merrie-Woode Rd.
Sapphire, NC 28774

828.743.3300

www.merriewoode.com

Return Service Requested

To The Household Of:

Save The Date!
The Merrie-Woode Foundation

Cordially invites you to attend:

Camp Merrie-Woode’s
Centennial Celebration

June 22 – 24, 2018
Where: Camp Merrie-Woode

When: Friday – Sunday, between the June and Main Sessions of 2018

Who: Alumnae, spouses, families, and friends welcome

Find more inFo on the Centennial Website: 
merriewoode.com/cmw-centennial-celebration/

Online registration will open Monday, January 8, 2018.


