
GREETINGS MERRIE-WOODE FAMILY,
As the calendar inches closer and closer to the 
Centennial Year of 2018, excitement is building here 
at Lake Fairfi eld, and we want to share with you the 
very latest news on all of the plans.  By now you have 
heard about the major Centennial elements, including 
a beautiful new Centennial Book, an ambitious 
Centennial Campaign, o�  cial new Centennial Archives, 
a special Centennial edition of the Ripple, and a fun-
fi lled Centennial Events Weekend scheduled for June 
22-24, 2018.  

What follows is a brief report on each of these 
Centennial Pillars, the progress to date, and what you 
can look forward to in the months ahead. We hope you 
will pull this insert out and keep it for future reference as 
it includes a great deal of information you will want at 
your fi ngertips, including very important details about 
our big Centennial Celebration next summer, as well as 
how to order your Centennial Book, how to make a gift 
to the Centennial Campaign, what to anticipate in our 
new Centennial Archives, and other important ways you 
can participate.
 
On behalf of the board as well as our talented Centennial 
Committee, we want to acknowledge the herculean work 

of Directors Denice and Jim Dunn and their outstanding 
sta� , principally Betsy Reese Helms, Associate Director, 
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and 
Performing Arts Director, and Robin McKinney Walker, 
Director of Development and Alumnae Relations. The 
Merrie-Woode Team is shouldering a tremendous level 
of responsibility for bringing this ambitious array of 
projects and activities to reality, and all of this on top 
of their routine responsibilities, which is no small feat.  
We know each member of the Merrie-Woode Family is 
grateful for their work and the work of an amazing team 
of volunteers.
 
Enjoy reviewing this meaningful update on all of 
the Centennial activities.  We are looking forward to 
celebrating with you in June 2018, so make your plans to 
be with us now.
 

Nancy Conkle Swann
Centennial Co-Chair

Elizabeth Keenan Thompson
Chair, Board of Trustees                       

Centennial Archives
Mary Jane Scott Trimble, Centennial Archives Chair
Dorothy Moss Williams, Centennial Archives Advisor – Technical
Elizabeth Simpson Poynor, Centennial Archives Advisor – Construction
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

As part of our capital campaign, Merrie-Woode has established a proper, climate and 
humidity controlled, expertly-managed archival facility – the Centennial Archives - in 
the Program O�  ce. Great care has been given to developing a way to manage the 
countless camp photos, fi lm footage, Logs, Ripples, letters, textiles and other memorabilia 
which Merrie-Woode has accumulated over the last century. Alumnae will now have a 
welcoming and cozy place to gather and enjoy wonderful memories triggered by these 
archival treasures. To donate an item to the Centennial Archives, please email lindsay@
merriewoode.com. We are currently in search of any Ripples from the 1940s and original 
camp uniforms predating the 1930s.

Remember. Renew. Rejoice.

Liz Counce Irwin                              
Centennial Co-Chair



Share Your Story!
Dorothy Moss Williams, Centennial Publications Chair
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

ALUMNAE - we want your stories – long or short! In developing the Centennial Book, we realize we have only 
scratched the surface of the hidden treasures out there among our alumnae in terms of Merrie-Woode stories. 
Everyone has favorite camp memories…whether it’s a campout that went awry, a favorite meal in the Dining 
Hall, or your memories of people like Dammie, the Orrs, and Hugh…we want to collect your memories into an 
oral histories collection within the Centennial Archives. 

Send your stories to Dorothy Moss Williams at mosswilliams@me.com or Camp Merrie-Woode, ATTN: 
Dorothy Williams, 100 Merrie-Woode Rd., Sapphire, NC, 28774. We are excited to see this collection grow and 
be used for any number of history projects in the future.

Centennial Publications 

CENTENNIAL BOOK 
Dorothy Moss Williams, Centennial Publications Chair
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

Camp Merrie-Woode: 100 Years of Following the Gleam

We are pleased to report that, after nearly three years of preparation 
by our award-winning book designer and author Laurie Shock, our 
Centennial book is on its way to press loaded with over 600 photos 
and deep historical research covering Merrie-Woode’s 100 years. This 
beautifully designed, hardcover, co� ee-table-size book documents 
the history and legacy of Camp Merrie-Woode and consists of over 
250 pages with stunning new photographs and signifi cant archival 
imagery. This is sure to be a keepsake that grandmothers, mothers, 
daughters, and granddaughters will share for generations.

Each book is $100, and all proceeds will go to the Camp Merrie-
Woode Endowment Fund. If you haven’t ordered your book yet, there 
is still time! All book orders made at this point will ship after January 1st. We will continue to keep book orders available 
until all books are sold out! Place your order on the CMW Centennial web page before they’re gone! 
www.merriewoode.com/cmw-centennial-celebration

CENTENNIAL RIPPLE
Hebe Dowling Murphy and Meaghan Dowling Chorske, Centennial Ripple Co-Editors
Amanda Love, Centennial Ripple Designer
Lindsay Garner Hostetler, Media Coordinator and Performing Arts Director

To be published in December of 2018, this special edition of the Lake Fairfi eld Ripple will 
showcase the best of one hundred years of Merrie-Woode’s treasured literary magazine. 
Including poetry, prose, songs, and artwork, the Centennial Ripple will be a charming 
and nostalgic glance through camp life over the past century. Online orders and nominal 
pricing will be made available on the CMW Centennial web page soon. 
www.merriewoode.com/cmw-centennial-celebration 



Join us as we celebrate with the whole Merrie-Woode Family these wonderful 
accomplishments. As you can see, amazing collaboration is taking place between sta�  
and volunteers which we are confi dent will yield memorable results for all of our alumnae. 
In addition to the names you see listed with each element of our Centennial Celebration, 
we are grateful to Dockery Clark, Centennial Marketing Chair, Mathilde Villere Currence, 
Stewardship Chair, and the Development and Alumnae Relations Committee of the Board 
of Trustees for their roles in ensuring the success of this milestone moment in Merrie-
Woode’s history. In addition, each Centennial element is being supported by enthusiastic 
and e� ective teams of volunteers. Together with the Centennial Leadership Committee, 
we gratefully acknowledge the support and encouragement provided by longtime 
dedicated leaders, the Centennial Advisory Committee.

Thank you for your continued love and devotion to this place of rarest beauty for which 
we have the privilege of serving as directors.

Denice and Jim Dunn
Executive Directors

Letter from the Executive Directors

ESTABLISH A FUND

Donors or groups of donors of gifts 
of $100,000 or more are invited 
to establish permanently named 
endowment funds in consultation 
with camp leadership. Please call 
Robin McKinney Walker at the Camp 
o�  ce for more information on named 
endowments. 
 
“KINDRED SPIRIT” PLANNED 
GIVING PROGRAM

Planned gifts are an excellent way to 
increase charitable support and leave 
a lasting legacy at Merrie-Woode, 
while also providing signifi cant 
income tax benefi ts and estate 
tax savings to the donor. Unless 
otherwise specifi ed, all planned gifts 
will be designated for endowment. 
Please call Robin McKinney Walker at 
the Camp o�  ce for more information 
on planned giving. 

Centennial Campaign

Elly Lane and Stephanie Blessey Lilley, Centennial Campaign Co-Chairs
Robin McKinney Walker, Director of Development and Alumnae Relations

With a goal of $4.5 million, the 
Centennial Campaign is the most 
ambitious campaign in Merrie-
Woode’s history. With your help, we 
hope to achieve a long-held strategic 
dream of having a permanent 
endowment to help sustain camp 
operations well into the next century 
as well as address several signifi cant 
capital needs. Capital projects 
include the rebuilding of our much 
beloved Castle as well as the creation 
of new Centennial Archives and a 
gentle refurbishment of Tajar. As 
you surely have heard by now, the 
new Castle opened this summer to 
euphoric reviews by campers, sta� , 
and alumnae alike and was bustling 
with camp activity morning, noon, 
and night.  

 
Hopefully you received an invitation 
by mail asking for your participation 
in this historic e� ort. In past 
campaigns, the Merrie-Woode 
Family has always stepped forward 
generously and sacrifi cially, and this 

campaign is no exception! For the last year, dedicated teams of trustees 
and campaign volunteers throughout the Merrie-Woode family have been 
working very quietly and steadily. Thanks to their hard work and the 
incredible generosity of some early donors, we have already raised just over 
$4 million! But we need your help to surpass our goal! Thank you for your 
consideration.
 
Gifts and pledges may be mailed to the Camp o�  ce or submitted online at 
www.merriewoode.com/activities/campaign. For more information, please 
contact Robin McKinney Walker at 828-743-3300 or robin@merriewoode.com. 

James (Jimmy) Broughton 
Henrietta (Henri) Dibrell Brown 
Jane McMullen Cline 
Ginger Somerville Hallock 
Robert (Bobby) Hassinger 
Beth Daniel Holder 
Hebe Dowling Murphy 
Rudi Robbins Pillow 
Charlotte Pippin 
Edward Savitz 
Carla Hulsey Simmons 
Sherwood Smith, Jr. 
Barry (Beanie) Lohmeyer Stout 
Steve Straske 

CENTENNIAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE:



FRIDAY, JUNE 22, 2018

4:00pm
Camp opens to visitors; registration packets available 
for pickup

5:30pm- 8:00pm
Casual BBQ Dinner with Bluegrass Band on the 
waterfront
Limited to 400 guests. Casual attire.
$35 per Adult, $15 per child, ID required for 21+

6:45pm – 7:00pm, 7:30pm – 7:45pm
Traditional Merrie-Woode Campfi re in the Counsel 
Ring. First seating suggested for families with small 
children. Second seating suggested for guests 
without children.
Limited to 400 guests

8:30pm – 9:00pm
Candlelight Service
Float your candle on Lake Fairfi eld with well wishes 
for Merrie-Woode’s next 100 years!
Limited to 400 guests

9:30pm
Camp closes to visitors

SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 2018
9:00am
Camp opens to visitors 

9:00am – 12:00pm
Kickball, Arts & Crafts, Free Boats and Free Swim*
*Must be a profi cient swimmer

9:30am – 11:00am
Lake Trail Hike #1

9:30am – 12:00pm
Old Bald Hike #1
Strenuous hike to the top of Old Bald with a 
panoramic view of Merrie-Woode and Lake Fairfi eld

11:00am - 12:00pm
Ribbon-cutting & Centennial Archives dedication

11:00am – 12:30pm
Lake Trail Hike #2

11:30am – 2:00pm
Picnic Lunch at Lily Pad
$15 per Adult, $10 per Child

12:00pm – 2:00pm
Legendary Luncheon hosted in the newly restored 
Castle honoring Alumnae and Sta�  from the 1920s, 
30s, 40s, and 50s.
Free of charge, invitation to follow. Casual attire.

12:30pm – 3:00pm
Old Bald Hike #2
Strenuous hike to the top of Old Bald with a 
panoramic view of Merrie-Woode and Lake Fairfi eld

12:30pm – 3:00pm
Dam Swim
One mile swim from Merrie-Woode’s swim dock to 
the Lake Fairfi eld Dam
Must be a profi cient swimmer, limited to 32 swimmers

1:00pm – 2:30pm
Lake Trail Hike #3

1:00pm – 3:00pm
Free Boats on Lake Fairfi eld

3:00pm 
Camp closes to visitors

6:30pm – 10:30pm
Centennial Celebration located at the Fairfi eld Inn 
Site. Join us for appetizers, entrée stations, music, 
and dancing to celebrate Camp Merrie-Woode’s 
100th summer!
Ages 18 and up, limited to 650 guests. Summer 
cocktail attire. $125 per Adult (25 years +), $100 per 
Adult (under 25 years old). ID required for 21+

SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018
9:00am
Camp opens to visitors

10:00am – 11:00am
Traditional Merrie-Woode Chapel Service

12:00pm
Camp closes to visitors in order for sta�  to prepare 
for opening day of Main Session, Monday, June 25th.

Tweed Cline Eckhard, Centennial Events Chair
Betsy Reese Helms, Associate Director

Join us for Merrie Woode’s Centennial Events Weekend June 22 – 24, 2018 as we honor our rich past and look towards 
an exciting future. 

There will be a variety of events for all ages over three days between the June and Main Sessions of 2018. 
All camp activities are free of charge and open to all ages. Meal pricing is listed below each event.
Registration is required for all activities and events and requires payment for meals in order to secure your ticket. 
Registration will open January 8th and may be completed at: www.merriewoode.com/cmw-centennial-celebration. 
Please register by May 1st as we expect all events will fi ll quickly. Events will take place rain or shine.

As you begin to make your plans to attend the Centennial Celebration weekend, please refer to the Local 
Accommodations List we have compiled in this newsletter and on the Merrie-Woode website.

Centennial Events


