
Camp Merrie-Woode®

Sapphire, North Carolina

4 Miles East of Cashiers, NC
On U.S. Highway 64

Elevation: 3,200 Feet

2018 Season

For Girls

June Session: Ages 7-17
Opens Friday, June 1st

Closes Thursday, June 21st
Tuition: $4,300

Main Session: Ages 7-17
Opens Monday, June 25th
Closes Sunday, July 29th

Tuition: $6,100

August Session: Ages 7-13
Opens Tuesday, July 31st

Closes Friday, August 10th
Tuition: $2,650

Owned and Operated by the Merrie-Woode Foundation
100 Years of Continuous Operation
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2018
Merrie-Woode’s 100th Season

Location
Camp Merrie-Woode®, nestled at the foot of Old Bald 

Mountain and on the shores of beautiful Lake Fairfield, opens 
its 100th season on June 1, 2018.

Merrie-Woode is situated in sapphire country in the 
heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains, sixty miles southwest 
of Asheville, North Carolina, near the town of Cashiers. 
Though only a mile from U.S. Highway 64, it is secluded 
in beautiful rhododendron, hemlock, and hardwood forests.  
The camp incorporates a campus of over 400 acres with 80 
buildings and overlooks the headwaters of Lake Fairfield, 
which has four miles of shoreline.

The pictures on our web site show the beauty of the camp 
surroundings and buildings, but do not reveal it all.  Our el-
evation of 3,200 feet ensures a comfortable and invigorating 
climate.  Sweaters are often worn mornings and evenings, 
and open wood fires in all our main buildings add comfort 
and cheer to indoor gatherings.

History
Founded in 1919, Merrie-Woode is a camp based on 

Christian principles.  It was run for thirty years by Mrs. 
Jonathan C. Day, of New York and Richmond.  “Dammie,” 
as she was known to all, was born of English parents, and 
partly for this reason she gave Merrie-Woode its old English 
traditions and name.

After the 1951 season, she sold the camp to Mr. and 
Mrs. Fritz Orr, of Atlanta, who, with their son, Fritz, Jr. 
and his wife, Dottie, operated Merrie-Woode until 1978.  In 
the fall of that year, after the Orrs decided that they would 
not continue operating Merrie-Woode, a group of former 
campers and their families, under the leadership of Dr. 
Hugh Caldwell, formed the Merrie-Woode Foundation as a 
nonprofit corporation to buy the camp and operate it through 
a Board of Trustees composed of former campers and their 
husbands or fathers.  Merrie-Woode thus remains owned 
and operated by its former campers.  With the leadership 
of the Board of Trustees and the Directors, Merrie-Woode 
has earned national recognition as one of the premier camps 
for girls.

Program
In continuous operation since 1919, Merrie-Woode has 

a “structured program” in that campers sign up for as many 
as eight activities and attend classes in the morning and 
the afternoon, except when on trips or engaged in special 
projects.  Instruction is offered in archery, arts and crafts, 
canoeing, ceramics, chorus, climbing, dance, dramatics, 
hiking, horseback riding, kayaking, land sports, nature, 
photography, sailing, swimming, tennis, tumbling, weaving, 
and woodworking.

Trips
We believe that emphasis should be given to experiences 

that a camper cannot easily find at home or accomplish safely 
on her own.  Merrie-Woode is surrounded by thousands of 
acres of mountain wilderness and is in close proximity to 
some of the finest white water rivers in America.  We give 
special emphasis to hiking, backpacking, camping, trail rid-
ing, rock climbing, and white water canoeing and kayaking, 
all under the supervision of experienced instructors.

Most of our hikes take place in Nantahala National For-
est, a beautiful tract, which joins camp’s boundaries and 
rambles the western border of North Carolina to Virginia.  
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Our paddlers “run” the Nantahala, Ocoee, French Broad, 
Nolichucky, and Tuckasegee rivers.  The Chattooga River, 
which has its headwaters just four miles from Merrie-Woode, 
was first scouted by the Merrie-Woode canoeing staff in 
1952, and our advanced canoeists paddled it for years before 
it became famous.

Merrie-Woode has an excellent safety record.  All trips 
are planned according to skill level, but are not restricted by 
age.  To join an advanced trip, a girl must meet the require-
ments necessary for safety and fun on that trip.  These skills 
are developed both in classes and on less advanced trips.

Non-Competitive Spirit
Opportunities are offered to learn and develop skills, 

which are not easily attained in any other kind of community.  
In every activity, there are high standards of excellence, but 
competition is not emphasized at Merrie-Woode.  We believe 
that too much competition can undermine the community 
spirit we foster.  For this reason, very few awards are given; 
no one is singled out as “best camper” or “honor camper.” 
Rather, each girl is reinforced for learning new skills and 
progressing at her own rate.  Greater emphasis is placed on 
the process by which a girl attains these skills or grows in 
self-confidence rather than on a final product.  The result 
is an experience in which a camper can feel proud of her 
personal accomplishments.

Merrie-Woode Traditions
     Every camp has its unique character and influence. 
Merrie-Woode, from its earliest years, has based its camp 
lore around the story of King Arthur and the Knights of 
the Round Table.  The high ideals of King Arthur live on 
at Merrie-Woode.  More lasting than athletic skills are 
these values that campers take home from Merrie-Woode.  
They learn that because they have been given so much, 
much is expected from them in terms of productive lives.

  During the final week of camp, Follow the Gleam, the 
drama of King Arthur and his Knights’ quest for the Holy 
Grail, is reenacted in the Chapel area. Campers light a candle 
from King Arthur’s torch and walk down the cabin line to 
the swim dock, where the candles are floated out on the lake, 
signifying the Merrie-Woode spirit going out in the world.

  Many other traditions persist at Merrie-Woode.  Second 
third, and fourth generation campers learn songs that their 
great-grandmothers sang before them.  Campfires, “Castle,” 
Tajar Tales, Vespers, the Boat Meet, the “Ripple” (our liter-
ary journal), and many other programs have been repeated 
year after year as a reflection of the continuing success of the 
Merrie-Woode experience. Most activities are skills based, 
and girls return year after year to build on experiences of 
prior years.

Cabin Groups
  All except the oldest campers live in cabins with three or 

four other girls and a counselor.  Cabin groups are based on 
age and grade level.  The small cabin size allows individual 
attention and wonderful flexibility for special activities such 
as cabin overnights to our nearby outpost cabins or cabin 
cookouts.  The opportunities available to a child at camp are 
unique, for in no other atmosphere can this particular kind of 
group living be duplicated.  Each cabin unit is like a small 
family in which responsibilities are shared.  With coaching 
from her counselor, a camper develops an awareness of the 
role cooperative effort plays in contributing to the harmony 
of a group.  This sense of individual responsibility and co-
operative effort pervades the entire camp.

Cabin Requests
Two girls who are the same age may be placed in the 

same cabin if requests are made from both sets of parents 
using the “Camper Request” online form provided in 
March. E-mail and phone requests will not be honored.  
It is our policy not to place more than two girls from the 
same city together.  It is difficult to honor more than one 
cabin request per camper.  Final cabin placement is subject 
to the discretion of the camp directors. Because of the small 
size of our cabins, all requests cannot be honored.

Food and Health
Merrie-Woode has a reputation among its campers for 

excellent food.  Our kitchen manager does everything pos-
sible to make meals healthy, filling, and attractive.  We buy 
most of our vegetables and fruits locally and serve very few 
processed foods.  A salad bar is available in addition to the 
family style meals served at each table.  

A nurse is a regular member of our camp staff.  Ad-
ditionally, our doctor of the week program ensures that we 
have a doctor at camp for referral.  Excellent medical care 
is available in nearby Cashiers and Highlands.  All campers 
must have a physical within six months of coming to camp 
and a physician and parent signed health form needs to be 
sent to camp prior to the camper’s arrival.

Staff
The success of any camp program lies in the quality 

of a staff. In choosing our staff we look for character and 
maturity.  Many of our staff are former Merrie-Woode girls 
who return year after year because the camp has been so in-
strumental in shaping their own lives.  A number of our staff 
are teachers who return each year and provide a consistency 
in our community.  We recruit counselors from colleges and 
universities throughout the east. Many come through the 
recommendation of current or former staff members.The 
overall ratio of campers to staff is less than 3:1.



A Typical Day at Camp
     The day’s program is planned to fill the day with fun 
and pleasure, combined with mental, physical, and spiritual 
development.

 8:00 Wake up 3:00 Activities
 8:30 Breakfast 5:30 Free Swim
 9:00 Inspection 6:30 Dinner
 9:45 Castle (Assembly) 7:00  Free Boats
 10:15 Activities 8:00 Evening
 12:30 Free Time  Program
 1:00 Lunch 9:00 Cabin Time
 2:00 Rest Hour 9:30 Taps
 

During the June and Main sessions, eight activities are 
chosen; four meet one day, the other four meet on alternat-
ing days.  During the August session, campers choose five 
activities which meet every day.

Camp Uniform
Another tradition that remains at Merrie-Woode is our 

camp uniform.  The gray “middy” and green ties and shorts 
are “originals” which link present Merrie-Woode girls to 
generations before them.  We have found that these uniforms 
reduce the clothing question to a minimum, are durable, and 
help prevent the competition that can sometimes arise.  The 
camp uniform should be purchased from our official outfitter 
or rented through the camp office.  Uniforms are required 
for all sessions.  Two-week campers wear a Merrie-Woode 
T-shirt and forest green gym shorts. On Sundays, campers 
wear white shorts and white collared shirts.

Camp Policies
    Camp Merrie-Woode is a close community based on 
trust and consideration of others.  Day to day life revolves 
around those principles and campers are expected to support 
the community.  On the rare occasion that a camper is disrup-
tive to camp or is creating a negative experience for other 
campers, she may be sent home or not allowed to return to 
camp at the discretion of the camp directors.
 To foster a close camp community, Camp Merrie-
Woode maintains an important set of guidelines for parents, 
family, and friends while a camper is in a session.  Parents 
must comply with these polices as a condition of enrollment.  
We ask all campers and parents to sign and abide by the 
Merrie-Woode Camper/Parent Pledge.
 Camp Merrie-Woode is proud to be “UNPLUGGED.” 
Our campers create friendships at camp that last a lifetime.  
As the use of technology isolates and distracts our young 
campers in the outside world, we find it increasingly important 
to protect what has been cultivated at camp for close to 100 

years.  Camp is a time to connect with friends, experience 
a variety of activities, and enjoy the natural setting of this 
beautiful place.  With technological distractions, our sense 
of community is quickly lost and campers lose focus on why 
they are here.
 We encourage the use of mail and one way e-mail 
for communication with your daughter at camp. Telephone 
and fax are used for camp business and emergencies only. 
Candy and gum can be a distinct health hazard by attracting 
mice and other rodents to cabins. We ask that parents sup-
port this policy by not sending campers to camp with candy. 
Please note that we do not allow campers to receive packages 
during the summer. Please advise family and friends of these 
policies.

Admission Policies
     Merrie-Woode seeks campers who will benefit from 
and add to our community.  It has been our policy not to 
accept a disproportionate number of campers from any one 
city and to maintain a balance of age groups represented.  
Merrie-Woode is an equal opportunity facility, open to 
all girls without regard to race, color, religion, disability, 
or national origin.
      Merrie-Woode awards a limited amount of campership 
aid, based on need without regard to race, religion, disabil-
ity, or national origin.  Parents seeking aid will be asked to 
submit a copy of a current 1040 tax form.

Terms of Enrollment
     A registration fee of $400 which will be applied to tu-
ition (all but a $100 processing fee is refundable through 
Feb 1st) must be included with a completed online camp 
application to reserve a space.  The balance of tuition is to 
be paid in two equal installments.  The first payment is due 
February 1st, and the second payment will be due April 
1st.  No refund of tuition will be made for withdrawals 
for any reason after March 15.  No reduction in fee will 
be made for campers arriving late or leaving early.  The only 
expenses not covered by the camp are uniforms, personal 
spending, and occasional minimal charges for special activ-
ity projects.  There are no additional charges for camp trips, 
transportation to and from the Asheville airport on opening 
and closing mornings, or laundry. 

If You Have Questions
     We are happy to talk with you further about Camp 
Merrie-Woode®. If you have any questions about our camp 
program, please call the camp office (828) 743-3300 and ask 
for Denice  or Jim Dunn (Directors).


