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Centennial Campaign – Renew for Our Future

Fall 2016

As Merrie-Woode looks forward 
to its 100th Summer, we celebrate the great 
accomplishments that brought us to this 
century mark – the visionary leadership of 
Dammie Day, the enthusiasm and loyalty 
of the Orr Family, the dedication of Hugh 
Caldwell, and the vision and drive of the 
early leaders who created the Merrie-Woode 
Foundation and protected the land around 
camp.  These accomplishments lead us to 
consider what challenges Merrie-Woode will 
face in the next century and how we, her 
alumnae, can use the gifts that she has given 
us to make certain that other young girls will have 
the opportunity to wear green and grey and learn the 
lessons that Merrie-Woode has taught us all so well.

 
$4.5 Million Centennial Campaign 

Starting with its 2013-2017 Strategic 
Plan, augmented by more specific capital need 
and programming reviews, the Board of Trustees 
carefully considered these challenges, asking the 
question: “What do we need to sustain our next 100 
years?”  Merrie-Woode is a national leader among 
traditional wilderness camps for young women and 
must continue to deliver high quality instruction 
and equipment for our campers.  Our National 
Register-listed campus must be cared for and 
preserved, and our natural woodlands conserved 
and maintained.  In this light, two key campaign 
elements came to the fore: one, a need for major 
capital repairs and renewal, and two, the need for 
permanent endowment funds for the Foundation 
as a buffer against a downturn in the economy for 
summer camps, such as we saw in the 1970s.  Both 
the current capital projects and the endowment 
drive encompass land conservation and stewardship 

Continued on page 10

funds.  Sitting at the bottom of the mountains as 
camp does, storm-water control and erosion issues 
present a constant challenge.  

With these priorities in mind, the Board 
of Trustees in 2015 approved the $4.5 million 
Centennial Campaign to address these critical 
needs. These plans, while aspirational in nature, are 
grounded in humble appreciation for what generous 
Merrie-Woode alumnae and friends have already 
done to safeguard camp, ensuring it remains a place 
of rarest beauty for future generations.  Trustee 
Jed Lykes led the Board campaign phase this past 

Castle
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  We hope this newsletter finds you doing well 
and that you are enjoying the beautiful fall foliage. 
It has been an eventful fall for us at camp this 
year. The weekend after camp ended this summer, 
our youngest son, Bradley, married Bri Ratte in 
Davidson, NC. It was a beautiful August weekend 
filled with joy for the happy couple. We were happy 
to be with our family and friends for this special 
occasion, and we are thrilled to welcome Bri into 
the Dunn family.
  It has been a busy fall thus far. We just 
finished the 2017 camper enrollment process, 
and camp is full for the 99th summer. Along with 
camper registration, the office has been focusing 
much of its attention on the preparation for camp’s 
Centennial Celebration in 2018. Along with the 
Board and volunteers, we have been moving ahead 
on the publications, the campaign, the events, and 
the archives.
 Jim, along with the Board’s Facilities 
Committee, architects, engineers, and the contracted 
construction company have been working feverishly 
to construct the much needed renovation and 
expansion of Castle and King Arthur’s Court. With 
the expansion of the campfire ring, the Chapel, 
and the Dining Hall, Castle, is the last of the four 
main gathering areas to be appropriately sized 
for camp’s population. While it will make our 
morning devotionals and evening programs more 
comfortable, Tumbling, Mountaineering (new 
climbing wall), Dance, Sewing, Woodworking, 
and the Performing Arts will all enjoy this new 
space. After seeing Castle come down, it was clear 

that this loved but tired building was in need of 
attention.
  It’s hard to believe our 98th CMW summer 
has come and gone. There were many highlights 
around camp this past summer. The campers and 
staff enjoyed the new Photography program, the 
Boat Meet, and the Main session play, The Little 
Mermaid. Senior Staff and the counselors quickly 
made use of our newly renovated Main Office 
building. Overall, the campers, counselors, and 
senior staff enjoyed a healthy and safe summer.
  We look forward to our off-season projects 
and travels. We hope everyone has a happy holiday 
season, and we hope to see many of you while we 
are on the road this fall and early spring.

Chug a Wump!

Welcome to the Dunn family, Bri! 
Left to right: Kelsey & Tyler Dunn, Bri & Bradley Dunn, and 

Denice & Jim Dunn 

As Merrie-Woode’s 
centennial approaches, we 
are excited to announce that 
publication of our Centennial 
Book is nearing its final stages. 
Lindsay Garner Hostetler and 
Board Member, Dorothy Moss 
Williams, have been working 

with award winning book author 
and designer, Laurie Shock, 
over the past two years on this 
incredibly exciting project. This 
beautifully designed, hardcover 
book will document the history 
and legacy of Camp Merrie-
Woode and her founders. 

Shock Design Books, 
based in Atlanta, is a specialty 
publishing firm with a focus on 
the individual treatment of each 
book. Laurie Shock is working 
with us to write, design, produce, 
and publish the finished product. 
Laurie and Lindsay spent a solid 

At Wit’s End...

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

Merrie-Woode’s Centennial Book Presales Begin!
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year gathering in depth research 
on the history of Merrie-Woode, 
unearthing a treasure trove of 
information, dispelling some 
old myths, and discovering a 
collection of inspiring stories 
spanning generations. With this 
new research added to the great 
amounts of historical study 
Lindsay has explored over the 
last many years to get Merrie-
Woode’s Archives in order, this 
will be the fullest account of 
Camp Merrie-Woode’s history 
that has ever been compiled. 
Lindsay stated, “The story 
of Merrie-Woode is really a 
human story. The most amazing 
people have made their way into 
Camp’s little valley here at the 
base of Old Bald over almost a 
century. Not only Dammie Day, 
Mary Turk, Fritz Orr, and Hugh 
Caldwell, but Neal Zachary who 
worked as camp’s caretaker 
and lost a son in the Battle of 
the Bulge; Head Counselor Dot 
Casey who influenced women’s 
collegiate sports on a national 

level; Countess Judith Barczy 
Gyurky, camp’s Riding Director, 
who saved an entire breed line 
of royal Hungarian horses from 
perishing in WWII. Each one of 
these people and many more has 
a fascinating tale, making the 
collective story of Merrie-Woode 
one of love, sacrifice, triumph, 
loss, imagination, spirituality, 
and bravery.”

This is sure to be 
a keepsake that mothers, 
grandmothers, and 
granddaughters will share for 
generations. Laurie is crafting 
what Dorothy has described as 
an “illustrated history of Merrie-
Woode including a historical 
narrative, contextual timeline, 
archival and new photographs of 
camp, song lyrics, and excerpts 
and images from the Ripple.” A 
beautiful hard covered, coffee 
table size book, it will be over 
200 pages with stunning imagery 
and significant archival materials. 
Laurie has spent countless hours 
interviewing and spending time 

with Merrie-Woode staff and 
alumnae. After spending the 
good part of a day with long 
time boating instructor, Doug 
Cameron, he expressed, “As 
I teach canoeing, kayaking, 
and sailing, I often find myself 
thinking of the generations of 
young women who have learned 
and grown here on Lake Fairfield 
and on area rivers and mountains. 
Laurie Shock’s retrospective is 
so exciting because it expands 
my 38 years of experience to 100 
years of young women learning 
in the same place. I can’t wait!”

In working with Laurie, 
Lindsay has said that she found 
a real kindred spirit. Laurie 
connected with the history and 
spirit of Merrie-Woode quickly. 
“It’s been an exhilarating honor 
to write and design Camp 
Merrie-Woode’s centennial 
history book,” said Laurie. 
“Upon digging into the archival 
materials, the hundreds of 
images, quotes, and compelling 

A sample two-page spread from the opening of Merrie-Woode’s coming Centennial Book.

Continued on page 14
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We always love hearing 
what our summer staff is up to 
while away from camp. Keep the 
news coming, Staff; see you next 
summer! Addie Croft says she 
is enjoying her freshman year 
at UVA where she has gotten to 
know Meme Ewald! They are 
great friends and have plans to 
live together next year. Speaking 
of college, Hannah Curtis is 
happy in her first semester at 
Skidmore College where she is 
always glad to see fellow Merrie-
Woode staff member Annabel 
Pruitt on campus from time to 
time. We recently heard from 
Sarah Davis who is living in 
Atlanta and acting when she 
can. Additionally, she works 
for the Press On Fund, which 
is a pediatric cancer research 
fund that is currently running a 
campaign called Play It Forward. 
More information can be found 
at pressonfund.org/playitforward. 
Sarah recently met up with 
Lindsay Hostetler in Atlanta 
to see Madison Chance perform 
in her high school production 
of The Addams Family, as 
Wednesday! We recently learned 
that Shannon Duncanson was 
accepted for a study abroad 
program in Paris for the spring. 

Upon her return, Shannon plans 
to spend the summer of 2017 
at camp! Alex Ervin’s acapella 
group, the Cleftomaniacs, is 
headed out for a fall tour to DC, 
Boston, and plenty of places 
in between. Additionally, they 
will be spending some time at 
Liquid 5th, a recording studio in 
Durham, NC, to prepare for their 
upcoming EP! Congrats to Alex 
and the rest of the Cleftomaniacs! 
Before starting school at 
University of Southern California 
in December, Taylor Felt is 
spending the semester studying 
at Richmond, the American 
International University in 
London. We have loved seeing 
Corinne Foster at camp most 
Fridays as she helps Lindsay 
organize and catalogue the 
camp archives. Corinne is busy 
in her junior year at Clemson 
where her favorite class is 
about cults, secret societies, and 
conspiracy theories. Over Labor 
Day weekend, Corinne enjoyed 
riding at Corinne Driver’s barn 
in Toxaway with fellow Merrie-
Woode staff members Carson 
Rehn, Katie Dixon, Eva Miller, 
and Christina Stixrud. In late 

June, Rachel Garrett started 
a Southbound thru-hike with 
her mom, which has taught 
them both that life never goes 
according to plan! Despite a 
few injuries and setbacks, they 
have hiked beautiful sections of 
the trail and loved every second 
they have had together. Rachel 
is looking forward to moving 
to Nashville, where she will 
be living with Merrie-Woode’s 
very own Eliza Williams and 
starting graduate school at 
Vanderbilt University. We are 
glad to hear that Anna Hamilton 
is enjoying her third year at 
Indiana University. While busy 
with classes, she is working on 
the stage crew at the Musical 
Arts Center on campus while 
also volunteer ushering at the IU 
Auditorium and IU Theater. After 
a busy summer at camp, Sydney 
Haskins had fun catching up 
with many Merrie-Woode folks 
at her cousin Bradley Dunn’s 
wedding! Sage Hooten loves 
UGA so far and is the President 
of her dorm council. After 
graduating from Northwestern 
University in May, Elliott 
Hornsby is busy in Chicago 

Sarah Davis, Madison Chance as 
Wednesday Addams, and Lindsay Hostetler 

Lawson Drew and Sara Elizabeth Jackson 
at Auburn University this fall

Cole Reifsnider and Mary Grace Bowers 
at UVA

Staff News

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016
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working as a post-production 
assistant on the television show 
Empire. At Washington and Lee 
University, Martha House is 
doing well. She is rooming with 
fellow Merrie-Woode girl Lily 
Horsley! Former staff member 
Grace Looney was recently in 
touch and reported that she had 
a wonderful summer, but she 
misses camp! We are glad to 
hear that she has every intention 
of returning to Merrie-Woode 
in 2017. After a busy summer 
as the Program Office Manager, 

Margaret Pope moved to 
Charlottesville, Virginia in 
August to do youth and college 
ministry at an Episcopal 
Church. She reports that she 
loves Charlottesville and enjoys 
walking to nearly everything 
from her house. Margaret is kept 
busy with her ministry work, as 
well as Mockingbird, which is 
the blog/publishing company 
based out of the church. When 
she is not involved with church 
work, Margaret has a part-
time job at Monticello where 
she helps in the office and the 
gift shop. Before returning to 
Merrie-Woode in 2017, Sallie 
Ratcliffe is studying abroad 
in Florence this spring. She is 
also looking forward to joining 
the rest of the Captains of 2012 
over New Years in New Orleans 
to celebrate Caroline Lane and 
Avery Rowan as they make their 
debut. Hannah Rawles loved 
being back at camp in 2016 after 
a few summers away. She is 
enjoying her new job at Sephora 
and hopes to return to Merrie-
Woode in 2017! Cole Reifsnider 
recently transferred to UVA, 
where she is making a wonderful 
addition to the Merrie-Woode 
squad! Cole reports that Mary 
Grace Bowers and Susan Mire 

have been so great in helping 
her make the transition. Life is 
busy for Carter Rice, who is 
the Assistant Stage Manager 
for a production of Silent Sky at 
the College of Charleston. She 
is looking forward to another 
summer at Merrie-Woode in 
2017. Rachel Rich is performing 
in her first opera, The Mikado, 
at Rollins College in October. 
At UNC-Chapel Hill, Caroline 
Robinson was recently cast as 
one of the leads in a show called 
The Sower that is written and 
directed by a professional actor. 
After a summer in New York 
City, Katie Ryan is studying in 
Milan, Italy this semester and 
is planning to return to Merrie-
Woode in 2017! Rachel Tubridy 
is living in Boston and working 
as an au pair for a year. She is 
excited about the experience and 
loves exploring Boston.

Summer Staff entertaining the camp 
community during the Main Session Lip 

Synch Battle

Caroline Robinson and Emily Manlove 
performing in August Session’s 

Follow the Gleam

Anna Mans and Margo Ennis as 
“a boy and a girl in a little canoe” 

during Sunday Cookout

Two weeks after her 
recent wedding, Alexandra 
Bach (95-03) received an award 
at the Sarasota Film Festival for 
a film that she produced, and 
that her husband, Jacob Fuller, 
co-wrote and co-directed.  The 

film is called Colby. Rhett 
Reeves Bentley (99-08) directs 
programs and marketing for the 
Southern Lit Alliance, a nonprofit 
organization that celebrates 
the literary arts through author 
series and book festivals.  She 

also develops programs in 
underserved communities like 
rural schools and prisons. Josie 
Bray (99-02) is working on a 
Broadway musical slated for the 
2017-2018 season! A perfect 
opportunity for Merrie-Woode 

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

Alumnae News
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alumnae to meet up in NYC! 
Tait Davidson Flint (89-98), 
along with husband, Hunter, and 
daughters, Eleanor and Hazel, 
recently moved to Nashville, 
where Hunter will pursue an 
MBA at Vanderbilt. They are 
looking forward to connecting 
with CMW friends in their new 
city. Kelly Friedlander (02-
08) is working for the CEO of 

the Deepwater Horizon Claims 
Center in New Orleans, LA as an 
administrative assistant. Laura 
Gill (03-14) is a senior at UNC-
CH this year. She is majoring 
in computer science and spent 
the summer in NYC working 
in Information Technology 
with Deutsche Bank. Sarah 
Josey (97-08) graduated from 
Emory Law School in May and 
moved to New York to start 
a job as an Assistant District 

Attorney at the Brooklyn District 
Attorney’s Office. Whitney 
Dunlap McLeod (89-04) and 
husband, Kent, continue to 
work on renovating their 1880 
farmhouse.  They hope to move 
into the house this summer, just 
in time for the arrival of their 
second child in October 2016. 
Katherine Almquist Ryker 

(93-13), Assistant Professor 
of Earth Science Education at 
Eastern Michigan University, 
has been recognized for her 
work building an Augmented 
Reality (AR) sandbox to advance 
her students’ knowledge of 

geography and geology. The 
AR sandbox uses a Microsoft 
Xbox Kinect camera, along with 
simulation and visualization 
software, to project a virtual 

map onto real sand. The students 
can then manipulate the sand 
to create mountains, volcanos, 
river channels, or glacial 
deposits. Dr. Ryker built the AR 
sandbox by hand with funding 
obtained through an eFellows 
grant, and the AR sandbox is 
now in high demand from other 
departments throughout the 
University! Elly Straske (03-
15) graduated from Georgetown 
University in May, and in July, 
started a year-long fellowship 

Former Trustee Edgar Bright, with wife 
Ashley Bright and their family during a visit 

to CMW in July.  

Tait Davidson Flint (89-98), Hunter Flint, 
and daughters, Hazel and Eleanor, after 

Sunday Chapel.

Alumnae News cont.

Alumna and Former Trustee, Liz 
Gablehouse (55-59), at the Stock Shop with 
Denice Dunn and Robin McKinney Walker. 

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

Jennings Mabry (06-15), Callie Kennedy 
(05-15), Kathryn Johnson (05-14), and 

Natalie Simpkins (05-15) come 
back to Chapel. 

Denice and Jim Dunn visit with Ragan 
Todd Ogg (00-08) at Camp.  

Suzanne More Paul (85-90), Katie Burt 
Connell (87-98), and Whitney Dunlap 

McLeod (89-04) catch up 
after Sunday Chapel.  

Reeves sisters visit CMW – Kate (88-92), 
her daughter Margaret Laney, and 

Caroline (99-11).  
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at Woolly Mammoth Theatre 
Company in Washington DC. 
Through her work in production 
management, she is learning a 
ton about the field of professional 
theatre and what it takes to be 
a major theatre in a big city! 
Lauren Thomas (96-11) reports 
that she is currently living in 
Launceston, Tasmania with her 
partner, Marlow, and puppy dog 
Finnigan! She has trained her 
dog to answer to a boo whoop 
instead of a whistle. She is 
working as a chef in a vegetarian 
restaurant down town, Fresh 

Café, and has also started a small 
kombucha brewing business, 
Avocado Moon Kombucha. 
It’s the first step in a long term 
goal of owning a sustainable 
and educational farm! They are 
the first Kombucha brewer in 
Tasmania and use mostly local 
ingredients. Business is going 
really well, and she hopes to 
make it her full time job very 
soon! Taylor Kronn Walker 
(98-08) and her husband recently 
moved to the Seattle area. She 

reports that the summer was 
fantastic, and she reconnected 
with Sarah Logan (01-12) who 
moved to Seattle in May. They 
met up for a kayaking trip on the 
Sauk River in Washington. Sarah 
moved to Seattle in May and is 
working for the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation. Clare 
Parkinson Wilkinson (93-02) 
moved from Chicago back to 
Richmond, VA last year with her 
husband, Charlie (a first year 
family medicine resident doctor) 
and their son, Henry. Clare is 
staying home with Henry and 
also painting abstract landscapes 
that she sells in a couple of 
shops and galleries and in her 
Etsy shop: www.etsy.com/shop/
clarewilkinsonstudio. Alyssa 
Winckler (11-14) is now a 
sophomore at Mississippi State.  

Catherine Cranston Whitham (65-66) and 
Molly Spicer Hood (60-62) during a visit to 

CMW last fall.

Trustee Dan Wilbanks, daughters Harris 
Wilbanks (07-present) and Sara Sims 

Wilbanks (05-present), with Denice and 
Jim Dunn and Lindsay Garner Hostetler 

(93-present). 

Ann Cameron (79-84), Doug Cameron 
(79-present), and Board of Trustees Chair 

Elizabeth Keenan Thompson (76-85) 
at Chapel.  

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

Knitting instructor Carol Singletary 
(08-present) and family during a Sunday 

Chapel visit. 

Mary Nobles Hancock (02-14), Elly 
Straske (03-15), and Elliott Hornsby (03-

14) in front of Castle during a 
visit this summer.

Around Camp

August Session campers hang out during 
free time on a perfect summer afternoon. Fourth of July spirit!

The first ever GOALS Trip hit the rivers 
before Main Session this year!
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CMW Marriages and Engagements

It has been a wonderfully 
busy season for engagements and 
weddings in the Merrie-Woode 
family! Alexandra Bach (95-03) 
married Jacob Fuller on March 
5, 2016.  Merrie-Woode alumna 

and Mother of the Bride, Babette 
Bryan Bach (65-67) was thrilled 
to celebrate with them.  Carter 
Coker (01-10) and Alex Simpson 
were married on August 27, 2016 
at High Hampton. Sisters, Carrie 
Coker (96-15), Eliza Coker (98-
09), and Joanie Coker (01-10) 
were her Maids of Honor. Mother 
of the Bride, Sylvia Sparkman 
Coker (69-72), Grandmother 
of the Bride, Maria Sparkman 

(45-48), and the Bride’s Aunt, 
Lucy Sparkman Crosswell (74-
81), joined in the festivities with 
many Merrie-Woode alumnae 
in attendance. Emma Driver 
(07-13) and Casey Brown were 
married at Camp on September 
10, 2016. Our CMW Riding 
Director, Corinne Driver (02-
13), was the Mother of the Bride, 
and sister, Rachel Driver Tritt 

(09) was Matron of Honor. 
Bradley Dunn (06-12) and Bri 
Ratte (13) were married on 
August 13th in Davidson, North 
Carolina. Tyler Dunn (06-09) 
served as Best Man, enjoying the 
celebration with proud Parents of 
the Groom, Denice (99-present) 
and Jim Dunn (02-present). 

Perry Ellis (98-10) became 
engaged to Justin Lopez during 
a sunset cruise on his boat in 
July. They are planning a May 
13, 2017 wedding at Camp. On 
the weekend of her graduation 
from Emory Law School, Sarah 
Josey (97-08) became engaged! 
She and her fiancé, Andrew, are 
planning a May 2017 wedding at 
Old Edwards Inn in Highlands. 
Their rehearsal dinner will be 
at CMW! Laughlin Kane (97-
08) became engaged to fiancé, 
Crighton, in July, and they 
are planning an August 2017 
wedding in Atlanta. Laughlin 
and Crighton are both Associate 
Attorneys at Hall Booth Smith. 
Ali Martinez (99-10) became 
engaged on July 25, 2016. Robin 
McKinney (89-present) and 
Frost Walker became engaged 
on June 4th and were married 
September 24, 2016, at Camp. 
Sister Caroline McKinney 
Foster (92-97) served as Matron 
of Honor, and childhood friend 
Alex Swartsel (90-92) served 
as Bridesmaid. Robin and 

Bradley Dunn (06-12) and Bri Ratte (13) at 
their August wedding.

Robin McKinney (89-present) and Frost 
Walker at the CMW waterfall on their 

wedding day.

Alex Bach (95-03) and Jacob Fuller after 
their wedding ceremony. 

Carter Coker (01-10) and Alex Simpson 
were married at High Hampton in August. 

Emma Driver (02-13) and new husband 
Casey Brown after their Camp wedding.

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016
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Frost were thrilled to have the 
Merrie-Woode year-round staff 
attend the wedding to celebrate 
with them! Caroline Reeves 
(99-11) became engaged to 
Parker Anderson in July. They 
are planning a 2017 wedding 
at High Hampton Inn on May 
20, 2017. Rhett Reeves (99-
08) married Rob Bentley of 
Lookout Mountain, TN in March, 
and they are happily living in 
Chattanooga, TN. They were 
married in Rhett’s hometown of 

Savannah, GA. Rebecca Riley 
(03-06) got engaged in April and 
will be married in Barbados on 
June 24, 2017. Claudia Paden 
(95-06) became engaged recently 
and will be married at Camp in 
2017! Sarah Wynn (00-12) is 
engaged and planning a wedding 
at Camp as well in May 2017. 
Best wishes to you all, and we 
could not be more excited for 
these happy celebrations!

Sallie Reeves 
Campanelli and husband, Chris, 
welcomed baby girl, Beatrice 
King Campanelli, on December 
24, 2015, weighing 8 pounds, 4 
ounces, and measuring 20 inches 

long. Lindsay Chatel (97-
08) is expecting a baby girl on 
August 2nd! They plan to name 
her Hadley. Liza Stone-Banks 
Coughlin (94-03) and husband, 
Denny, were thrilled to introduce 
their baby girl, Emerson Stone 
Coughlin to her brothers, Dennis 
and Walker, on October 18, 
2016.  Walker Freeman Jones 
(93-04) and her husband, Mark, 
welcomed their third child, 
Tucker Freeman Jones, on May 
25, 2016. Siblings, Frazier and 
Graham, are thrilled to have 
a new baby brother. Susanna 
James Doyle (92-99) and her 
husband Tim welcomed a baby 

boy, James William Doyle, on 
September 27, 2016. Kim Tuthill 
White (94-07) and husband, 
Chris, received the best present 
of all last Christmas Day - a baby 
girl, Margaret Cotton White!

Tim and Susanna James Doyle’s (92-99) 
son, James William Doyle.

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

Rhett Reeves (99-08) and new husband, Rob 
Bentley, at their wedding.  

CMW Births

Chris and Sallie Reeves Campanelli’s (92-
06) daughter, Beatrice King Campanelli. 

Mark and Walker Freeman Jones’ (93-04), 
son, Tucker Freeman Jones.

Chris and Kim Tuthill White’s (94-07) 
daughter, Margaret Cotton White.

Liza Stone-Banks Coughlin (94-03), and 
her daughter, Emerson Stone Coughlin. 
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In Memoriam
Boyce Lineberger Ansley 
(1946-2016)

The Merrie-Woode 
family is greatly saddened by the 
loss of alumna Boyce Lineberger 
Ansley, age 70, who passed away 
on June 20, 2016 of heart failure. 
Born in Belmont, North Carolina, 
Boyce developed a great love 
of nature and the wilderness 
through summer vacations with 
her family in Blowing Rock. 
After graduating from Hollins 
College in 1968, she moved to 
Atlanta, Georgia, and she met 
her husband, Shepard Ansley, 
with whom she enjoyed 46 
years of marriage. Mrs. Ansley 
was a devoted volunteer and 
philanthropist, giving her time 
and talents to many notable 
Atlanta organizations. For 
her achievements, she was 
awarded the American Historic 
Preservation Award from the 
Garden Club of America and the 
Volunteer Fundraiser of the Year 
Award by both the Georgia and 
National Societies of Fundraising 
Executives.  

While she was known 
for her success as a civic 
leader, Boyce will always be 
remembered for her devotion 
as a wife, mother, and friend. 
Boyce attended Merrie-Woode 

in the summer of 1959, where 
she learned to love the same 
camp traditions that so many 
members of her family also 
treasure. Boyce is survived by 
her husband Shepard Ansley, 
her daughters Anna Davis 
(81-88) and Florence “Poncie” 
Ansley, granddaughter Anne 
Davis (12-present), sister-in-law 
Sharon Ansley (58-60), niece 
Fayne Ansley (82-10), sister-
in-law Ellen Hardison (47-49), 
great-niece Ansley Hardison 
(07-13), and many other beloved 
family members and friends.

Dorothy “Dede” Candler 
Hamilton  (1934-2016)

Together we mourn the 
loss of former Merrie-Woode 
Trustee, Dede Hamilton Verner, 
on September 7, 2016 at age 
81. A native of Atlanta, Dede 
attended Washington Seminary, 
a precursor of The Westminster 
Schools. She was a 1953 member 
of the Atlanta Debutante Club, 
and she graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa and Magna Cum Laude 
from Sweetbriar College with 
a B.A. in American History. 
Following graduation in 1956, 
Dede worked as a Research 
Assistant for the Atlanta 
Historical Society. In 1957, she 

married Joseph W. Hamilton, 
Jr. Together they raised three 
children, while Dede participated 
in many civic and volunteer 
organizations. Dede served as 
President of the Atlanta Junior 
League in 1968-1969 and as a 
Trustee of The Merrie-Woode 
Foundation in the 1980s. She 
and her husband were also active 
supporters of many non-profit 
organizations in Rabun County, 
where they maintained a second 
home for over 40 years.  

In addition to her 
many academic and civic 
accomplishments, Dede above 
all treasured her family, who 
remembers her as a much-
beloved wife, mother, aunt, and 
grandmother. Dede is survived 
by her husband, Joseph W. 
Hamilton, Jr., her two sons, 
Joseph W. Hamilton, III, and 
John Candler Hamilton, her 
daughter, Betsy Hamilton 
Verner (76-90), granddaughters 
Dorothy Verner (16-present) 
and Josephine “JoJo” Verner 
(16-present), nieces Virginia 
Hamilton (01-12) and Jeanelle 
Lovett (72-73), great-nieces 
Lee Lovett (04-05) and Eloise 
Hamilton (00-04), and many 
other dear family and friends.

Centennial Campaign - Renew for Our Future cont.

 spring, resulting in great success, 
with 100% Board participation.  

On the heels of his 
efforts, Centennial Campaign 
Co-Chairs, Elly Kohlmeyer Lane 
and Stephanie Blessey Lilley, 
began organizing the structure 

of the Centennial Campaign 
and recruited a broad cadre 
of volunteers from across the 
country.  Stephanie reports, 
“Merrie-Woode alumnae and 
friends have always come 
through when it counts.  We 

are just getting started, but we 
are already seeing tremendous 
support from some early 
commitments.  It is gratifying to 
see so much enthusiasm from the 
alumnae.”  
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stewardship.  The endowment 
will protect Merrie-Woode 
through times of economic and 
environmental uncertainty and 
will generate meaningful support 
for budget priorities.

Kindred Spirits
Planned gifts are an excellent 
way to increase charitable 
support and leave a lasting legacy 
at Merrie-Woode, while also 
providing significant income tax 
benefits and estate tax savings. 
Unless otherwise specified, all 
planned gifts will be designated 
for endowment. The Centennial 
Campaign has set a lofty goal of 
50 new planned gifts by 2018.  
Stay tuned for more details on 
the progress of the Centennial 
Campaign in Spring 2017!  For 
additional information on giving 
opportunities, please contact 
CMW Director of Development 
and Alumnae Relations, Robin 
McKinney Walker, robin@
merriewoode.com or (828) 743-
3300. 

Capital Needs - $2.5 Million
The first element of our 

preparation for the next century 
is to restore one of Camp’s oldest 
and most iconic buildings – The 
Castle. As a place where the 
entire camp gathers daily for 
morning devotional, evening 
programs, and other activities, 
preserving Castle is synonymous 
with preserving the Merrie-
Woode experience itself.   Built 
as a summer structure for 75 
girls, the original Castle served 
us well for a very long time.  
With our current population of 
280 staff and campers, and given 
the structural deterioration of 
the original building, current 
building code and programming 
needs, the Board voted to 
approve a rebuilding and 
enlargement of the Castle in 
its current site.  A respectful 
rebuild of Castle will maintain 
its rustic feel and nestle gently 
into our wilderness setting, 
while allowing for adequate safe 
assembly space for our camp 
community. Immediately after 
the closing of the 98th summer, 
construction began on Castle and 
is expected to continue through 
2017.   

Second only to Castle 
in terms of alumnae devotion 
is Tajar. Over the years, the 
campers’ love of Tajar, together 
with its exposure to the natural 
elements, has taken its toll. 
Our Centennial Campaign will 
provide the funds necessary to 
repair the deteriorated portions 
of Tajar and will allow for 
improvements such as opening 
the upstairs library and creating 
more welcoming access to this 
cozy nook. 

Finally, Merrie-Woode 
is fortunate to have an immense 
collection of photographs, 
textiles, film strips, and other 
memorabilia documenting its 
rich history. Without proper 
storage facilities, however, these 
precious items risk deterioration. 
The planned Centennial Archives 
will have climate-controlled 
space with appropriate storage 
systems and a comfortable 
place for alumnae to gather and 
enjoy the wonderful memories 
triggered by these treasures.  

Endowment - $2.0 Million
Endowment income 

will allow Merrie-Woode to 
achieve continued excellence 
in programming while ensuring 
tuition remains affordable for 
generations. The goal through 
the campaign is to establish 
a $2 million endowment, 
which addresses key areas 
identified within the Strategic 
Plan: camperships, building 
maintenance, programs, and land 

Tajar

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016
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When the Girls of Merrie-Woode Gather Anywhere

  In preparing for 
Merrie-Woode’s Centennial 
Celebration in June of 2018, it 
is time to start thinking about 
available accommodations in 
the Highlands-Cashiers area. 
Below is a preliminary list of 
recommended accommodations 
to help you begin planning 
your visit for Camp’s 100th 
Anniversary. Most rentals 
ask for a two night minimum, 
unless otherwise noted. Please 
be advised that some of the 
locations in Sapphire and 
Cashiers are upwards of 15 
minutes from Camp, while 
accommodations in Highlands 
are 20-40 minutes from Merrie-
Woode.

Don’t forget the summer dates 
for 2018 as you make your 
reservations!

June Session: Friday, June 1, 
2018 – Thursday, June 21, 2018
Centennial Celebration: Friday, 
June 22, 2018 – Sunday, June 24, 
2018
Main Session: Monday, June 25, 
2018 – Sunday, July 29, 2018
August Session: Tuesday, July 
31, 2018 – Friday, August, 10, 
2018 

Area Accommodations:
Sapphire:
Black Bear Lodge: www.
blackbearlodgeofsapphire.com, 
828-553-6535
• 8 newly renovated 2 room suites 

with full kitchen and living 
space

• 4 suites are child and pet 
friendly

• No nightly minimum when 
booking

• Reservations available one 
calendar year out; contact 
Melanie Cash

Brook Trout Inn: www.
brooktroutinnsapphire.com, 828-
273-3700
• 12 recently renovated hotel 

rooms and 4 suites with 
complimentary continental 
breakfast

• 3 pet friendly rooms on property
• No nightly minimum when 

booking
• Reservations available now!

Hampton Inn: www.
cashierssapphirevalleysuites.
hamptoninn.com, 828-743-4545
• Mary Lanning, General 

Manager
• 2 night minimum
• Reservations available one 

calendar year out with plans for 
a Merrie-Woode room block

Sapphire Valley Real 
Estate and Rentals: www.
sapphirevalleyrealestate.com, 
800-228-0431, 828-743-0466
• Broker-in-Charge: Colene West

• Colene, and her team, can help 
you find a house or condo rental 
for the Centennial weekend

Cashiers:
High Hampton Inn: www.
highhamptoninn.com, 800-334-
2551
• Inn rentals available one 

calendar year out 
• Home rentals available January 

2018 (3 night minimum)

Landmark Vacations: www.
landmarkvacations.com, 877-
747-9234, 828-743-9234
• Landmark can help you find a 

house or condo rental for the 
Centennial Celebration

Laurelwood Inn: www.
laurelwoodinncashiers.com, 800-
346-6846, 828-743-9939
• 16 motel rooms, 3 2-bedroom 

log suites, and 1 freestanding 
log cabin

• 2 night minimum
• Reservations available one 

calendar year out

Pebble Creek Village: www.
pebble-creek.com, 828-743-0623
• 8 two bedroom homes, 5 one 

bedroom chalet/motel rooms
• Property will be blocked off for 

Merrie-Woode guests to make 
reservations from January 1 – 
March 1, 2018

Highlands:
200 Main by Old Edwards: 
www.200main.com, 866-526-
8008
• 50 hotel rooms and 1 suite 
• Reservations available one 

calendar year out

Highlands Inn: www.

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016
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highlandsinn-nc.com, 828-526-
9380
• 39 hotel rooms with 

complimentary breakfast
• Reservations available one year 

calendar out

Highlands Inn Lodge: www.
highlandsinnlodge.com, 828-
526-5899
• 59 hotel rooms, as well as 6 

suites with complimentary 
breakfast

• Reservations available one year 
calendar out

Old Edwards Inn: www.
oldedwardsinn.com, 866-526-
8008

• Offers hotel rooms, cottages, 
suites, and 4 bedroom homes

• Reservations available one year 
calendar out

The Inn at Half Mile Farm 
by Old Edwards: www.
halfmilefarm.com, 866-526-
8008
• 31 rooms and 3 cabins 

available with complimentary 
breakfast and social hour 

• Reservations available one 
calendar year out

• Children under 12 years old are 
not permitted

The Main Street Inn: www.
mainstreet-inn.com, 828-526-

2590
• 18 rooms
• Reservations available now!

The Park on Main: www.
theparkonmain.com, 800-221-
5078, 828-526-4502
• 23 pet friendly suites
• Reservations available one 

calendar year out; ask for Kim 
Reed

Additionally, there are many 
local condos, cottages, and 
homes that can be booked 
through www.vrbo.com and 
www.airbnb.com.

Vallere - Vallerah... Our Knapsacks on our Backs!

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

Centennial Campaign City Captains and 
families on Old Bald during hike.

Stephanie Blessey Lilley and Elly Lane lead 
Centennial Campaign team-building hike 

during Main Session.  

   As Merrie-Woode kicked-
off its Centennial Campaign this 
summer, we gathered together 
the fabulous group of volunteers 
who are spearheading our City 
Campaign and Leadership 
Giving efforts for an Old Bald 
hike on the afternoon of Main 
Session Opening Day.  With the 
sun shining brightly, a group of 
our fearless alumnae, parents, 
and several of their family 
members set off from the Old 
Fairfield Inn site to scale our 
beloved mountain.  We rounded 
the edge of Lake Fairfield and 
soon entered the woods for the 
long, uphill climb that Merrie-
Woode girls know so well.  
Centennial Campaign Chairs and 
seasoned hikers, Elly Kohlmeyer 
Lane and Stephanie Blessey 
Lilley, led the charge up and 
over Little Bald.  Flying along 
the saddle in record time, the 

hikers then began the last rocky 
climb up to the summit.  They 
were rewarded with gorgeous 
views of Camp and the mountain 
vista, including Chimney Top 
and Whiteside Mountain, but 
most importantly, they enjoyed 
their PB&J sandwich lunches 
and some special Merrie-Woode 
“broccoli.”

The hike proved so 
popular that we repeated it again 
on the day before Closing Day 
for those who could not join 

the first expedition.  The team-
building experience was a joy for 
all of the Centennial Campaign 
volunteers who are working so 
hard to secure Merrie-Woode’s 
future.  We know that you will 
enjoy meeting them during our 
City events this off-season.  
Chug-a-wump!
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Annual Fund Dollars - Secret of Our Success!
 Each year, we are 
incredibly grateful that Merrie-
Woode’s generous alumnae 
go above and beyond in their 
giving to Camp’s Annual Fund. 
Tuition dollars alone only 
cover a portion of the expenses 
required to ensure that Merrie-
Woode’s outstanding programs 
and facilities continue to improve 
each summer. When campers 
enjoy the outdoor adventures, 
visual and performing arts, 
and traditional programs, they 
are directly benefitting from 
the exceptional curriculum, 
talented staff, and top-of-the-line 
equipment that the Annual Fund 
ensures we can provide.  

During the Summer 
of 2016, our Merrie-Woode 
community enjoyed a completely 
renovated Hilltop (Main Office), 
which allows the Senior Staff 
to work efficiently in their own 
space, while allowing Program 
Directors and Summer Staff 
full use of the Program Office. 
The small conference room 
on the first floor of Hilltop 
provides an additional space 
for activity group meetings, trip 
planning, and other important 

staff activities, while the lobby 
and reception area create a 
welcoming space for parents and 
visitors. With oversight from our 
Board of Trustees, especially Bill 
Curtis, an architect with expertise 
in historic buildings, the newly 
renovated Hilltop covers the 
same footprint as the prior 
building, but with an expanded 
second floor and a new front 
porch.  
 Merrie-Woode continues 
its proud tradition of offering 
“camperships” to several girls 
at each session this year. This 
scholarship fund not only 
provides financial assistance to 
many camp families but also 
works with leadership programs 
such as the Henderson County 
Young Leaders Program, to 
identify potential campership 
recipients. Through these 

partnerships, we are able to grant 
full tuition camperships to young 
girls who would not otherwise 
have the opportunity to attend 
summer camp. These girls have 
earned recognition in their school 
communities for leadership 
skills, a strong work ethic, and 
positive attitude. All of us at 
Merrie-Woode believe that camp 
provides a unique experience for 
youth development, character 
building, and self-discovery, and 
we are thrilled to be able to offer 
that experience to Merrie-Woode 
girls, old and new, each summer.

The funding for camp’s 
programming and facilities, 
as well as campership funds, 
are directly supported by the 
Merrie-Woode Annual Fund. 
Without your donations, 
projects like these would not 
be possible. Thank you to all of 
our contributors! We are already 
looking forward to the next 
projects on our list – renovation 
of Gate House and the first 
phase of the Centennial Archives 
construction in the Program 
Office - that will influence the 
quality of camp for our 99th 
season and years to come!

Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

Merrie-Woode’s Centennial Book Presales Begin cont.

stories became a documentary 
‘time travel joy ride’ revealing 
a legacy that is as rich as any 
I’ve ever seen. One of the most 
exciting discoveries was learning 
about the influential role the 
camp’s founder, Mabel ‘Dammie’ 
Day, played in the early camp 
movement in the United States. 

I believe people will be inspired 
to read how the world Dammie 
created with Merrie-Woode 
holds a significant place in our 
country’s history on multiple 
levels, not the least of which 
is through shaping the lives of 
thousands of young girls who 
have followed the gleam for 

nearly a hundred years.”
This Centennial Book 

will truly be a special publication 
to mark Merrie-Woode’s first 
hundred years. As Lindsay said, 
“Dammie taught us the power of 
stories and legends, how they can 
unite us and bind us. This book 
is the finest example of that, the 

The recently renovated Hilltop, camp’s 
Main Office
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Camp Merrie-Woode, Fall 2016

2017 Mother & Daughter Weekend

Feeling homesick for your camping days? Join us for the 4th annual 
CMW Mother & Daughter Weekend this spring! 

Calling all alumnae of every age to join us for a fun filled weekend at 
Merrie-Woode! If you miss spending your days staying in cabins on the 
shores of Lake Fairfield and gathering by the campfire roasting s’mores 
with friends, then you are in luck. Camp will open up its cabins to our 

Merrie-Woode mothers and daughters:

Friday, April 28 – Sunday, April 30, 2017

The weekend will be full of a wide range of activities geared towards 
mothers and daughters of all ages. You’re never too old for Merrie-

Woode’s traditional programming including a hike up Old Bald, fun on 
the waterfront, Evening Program, and Chapel. 

$550 per Mother/Daughter pair, $110 per additional daughter
Fees include all meals and cabin lodging.

This event is designed for Merrie-Woode girls of all camp generations 
and their moms or daughters. The only requirement is that one person in 

your party must be a CMW alumna or current camper.

Sign up early! Space is limited to 100 people. Reserve your spot today 
on the CMW website!

www.merriewoode.com/camp-programs/off-season-programming/

story of our collective history. 
All of us who have loved Merrie-
Woode and given her our best, 
this is our story.”

You can preorder your 
copy of Camp Merrie-Woode’s 
Centennial Book online this fall! 
Each book will be sold for $100, 
with all proceeds going to the 

CMW Endowment Fund. Order 
yours today to ensure your book 
is in the first printing:
www.merriewoode.com/
alumnaes/cmw-alumnae/
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Camp Merrie-Woode®

100 Merrie-Woode Rd.
Sapphire, NC 28774

828.743.3300

www.merriewoode.com

Return Service Requested

To The Household Of:

Save The Date!
The Merrie-Woode Foundation

Cordially invites you to attend:

Camp Merrie-Woode’s
Centennial Celebration

June 22 – 24, 2018
Where: Camp Merrie-Woode

When: Friday – Sunday, between the June and Main Sessions of 2018

Who: Alumnae, spouses, families, and friends welcome

keep an eye out for more information to folloW soon!


