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90 Years of Merrie-Woode:

From the Jazz Age to New Age and Everything in Between

Well, it’s hard to believe but Camp Merrie-Woode is
celebrating 90 years this summer! That’s 90 summers
of paddling on Lake Fairfield and singing around the
campfire ring...90 summers of stargazing under Old
Bald and watchmg the
morning mist rise over
the lake...90 summers
of girls growing into
young women, while
learning to respect the
fragile beauty of nature
as well as the delicate
balance of belonging to
a community. Merrie-
Woode has been through
some remarkable times in
the history of our society.
Withstanding the test of
time, camp has seen a
country struggling through
the Great Depression, the
fear of a World War, the rise
of rock and roll, the Space Race of the 1960’s, and the
ramifications of a post 9\11 world. Through all this,
Merrie-Woode has remained a constant in the lives of
young girls, steadfast in its values and unwavering in
the hearts of its campers.

In the summer of 1919, while the Treaty of
Versailles was being signed in France to officially end
World War I, a small girls camp opened its gates to
the young women of America. A labor of love for its
founder, Dammie Day, the opening of Camp Merrie-
Woode marked a small moment in time, but one that
would start a tradition for countless girls to come and
find a safe haven for the length of a summer. In the
early 20™ Century the mountains of western North
Carolina were a popular summer vacation spot for
many families to escape from the big cities to cooler
temperatures and relaxed days. While the Fairfield

A group of campers enjoying
watermelon at a hot summer day.

Inn, once located on our piece of property known
as the “Inn Site”, was a fashionable spot for many
visiting families, their daughters enjoyed attending
camp down at the other end of the lake. The bobbed

"N - haircut was all the rage,
jazz music was the cat’s
meow, and the biggest
film star of the day was
Charlie Chaplin. Parents
were eager for their
daughters to learn the
values of simple living,
and in Merrie-Woode
the girls found a place to
thrive and call their own.

Dammie Day actually

purchased the camp,
originally named Camp
Fairfield Lake, in 1922.
It was Dammie who
changed the name to pay
tribute to her family’s
English heritage. Dammie wrote, “I knew I wanted
an imaginative meaningful name. I thought why not
English tradition and legend instead of Indian, which
so many camps used. And one night the name came
so clearly to me — ‘Merrie-Woode’ for it is a merry
wood and campers will always make it so.” The

.. continues on page 15
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“A Place of Rarest Beauty — The Final Piece” Campaign Approaches Goal

As we all prepare for the 90™ summer at Merrie-Woode,
we want to give everyone an update on Merrie-Woode’s
land preservation campaign, “A Place of Rarest Beauty...
The Final Piece”. Our most recent report shows that we
have to date raised $2,415,400 towards our goal of $2.7
million. This leaves us only $284,600 to go to reach our
very ambitious goal and we are excited!

If you have not yet made a gift to this campaign, which
is so very important to the camp’s future, please carefully
consider what a difference YOUR gift could make and
join all the other alumnae, parents and friends of Merrie-

Woode who have already supported this effort to protect the
camp’s beautiful setting from encroaching development. As
soon as we reach our goal, we will be able to pay off the
mortgage loan and this 100 acres rescued from a planned
development of 80 condos will belong to the camp forever,
bringing our total acreage to 390 acres. What a wonderful

legacy this additional land is to Merrie-Woode.

The Campaign Co-Chairs Bobby Hassinger and Nancy
Swann ask for your support as we celebrate our 90" year!
Please join the donor list by making your most generous gift
today. We need YOU to help us complete this campaign!

A Place of Rarest Beauty...The Final Piece Early Contributors

(Reflects gifts received through March 15, 2008)

Mighty Oak ($100, 000 and above)
Anonymous (1)

Tommy and Beth Holder

George and Rudi Robbins Pillow
Ashley Sullivan and Chris Sullivan

Maple ($50,000-899,999)

Hebe Sanders Dowling

The William A. Graham Family

Brenton and Lindsay Graham Halsey, Melanie Halsey
Crittenden, Liza Halsey Perrin and Kate Halsey Smith
Matt and Frankie Schoolfield Jordan

Tommy and Carla Hulsey Simmons

Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood H. Smith, Jr.

R. Howard Dobbs, Jr. Foundation, Inc

Poplar ($25,000-$49,999)

Beau and Sally Allen

Royall and Henri Dibrell Brown

Mac and Mildred Davis

Chris and Elizabeth Keenan Thompson
Mrs. Thomas B. Dameron, Jr. and Family
Mr. Marc Helmick and Ms. Ashley Helmick
Howard M. Jenkins

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Johnson, Jr.

Donald and Peachy Mobley Kohler
Laurie Cherbonnier and Chris Nielsen
David and Nancy Conkle Swann

Jim and Frances Tims

R. Howard Dobbs, Jr. Foundation, Inc

Dogwood ($10,000-$24,999)
Catherine Blanchard Boardman
Frank and Nina Sledge Burke

Edgar and Ashley Bright

Catherine Carr

Peggy and Weatherby Carr

Sharon and Matt Cole

Henry and Mary Moren Sellers Crommelin
Mac and Mildred Davis

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Ferman, Jr.
Henry and Diane McRae Graham
Bunch Sanders Griffin

Donna Handford

Jeanie and Ben Hardesty, Margaret Hardesty Rudisill, Gray
Hardesty

Beth and Bobby Hassinger

Bobby and Avery Harrelson Jones
Perry and Patty Thompson King
John and Betty Blackmon Kinnett
John and Boo Tyler Kennedy

Jed and Debe Lykes

Mr. and Mrs. William McCoy
William and Susan MclIntyre

Jane Aldridge Montgomery

John and Jean Kinnett Oliver
Charlotte Pippin

Robert and Gaylen Alders Reynolds
Richard and Marietta Clark Reynolds

Stagg Nicholson Sanders

Ed and Becky Savitz

John and Claire Kinnett Tate

Jay and Mary Jane Scott Trimble

Mr. and Mrs. George G. Villere
Anne and Cross Williams, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. J.Hulon Williams, Jr.
Rosemary E. Williams

C. Martin and Daphne Flowers Wood
The Richard S. Reynolds Foundation

Rhododendron ($5,000-9,999)
Anonymous (3)

Inman and Tricia Allen

Jorie and Jim Andrews

Fred and Malinda Bradley Bergen
Bonneau and Sharon Bleakley
Albert and Elizabeth Toepleman Borden
Bridget and Bobby Bories, Carrie & Evie
Read and Jody Branch

Chris and Adelaide Davenport Bratcher
Scott and Leah Wilkinson Brockway
Mary Ann Cooper Broughton

John and Ann Preston Carey, Kate
Harry and Janie McMullen Cline
Cashiers Valley Rotary Club

Charles and Sylvia Sparkman Coker
Cecil and Amy Conlee

Rob and Anne Emack Couch

Mac and Mildred Davis

Matthew and Hilda Dill

Jim and Wynn Gregory Dorsett

Jim and Denice Dunn

Ron and Arline Atkins Finch

Rick and Joan Fleischer

Alice and Isaac Freeman

Jacqueline and Matt Friedlander

Pat and Emily Pittman Funderburk
Harold and Ginger Somerville Hallock
John and Susan Hamilton

Jerry and Melissa Harrelson

Jimmy and Liz Counce Irwin

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Jones, Jr
Jim and Barry Stout Kaminer
Randall and Anne Mann

Nicholas and Laura Northen Manos
Anderson and “E” Marlowe

Will and Becky Davis McKee

Will and Missy Underwood Miller
Keith and Elizabeth Cheek Morgan
Alice and Harlan Prater

Gene and Ann Preaus

Mike and Fran Reeves

Margaret Menge Winston

Robert and Bright Kinnett Wright

Galax ($2,500-84,999)
Chip and Amelia Andrews Abbott
James Adams, Jr. and Caroline Lee Adams

Hank and Nancy Dameron Almquist
Rich and Ann-Stewart Crane Boss
Terrell and Deane Valentine Bowers
Lee and Sunny Burrows

Craig and P-nut Crumbliss Chambers
Chan and Vee Smith Chandler

Tom and Jody Ragland Darden

Manuel and Julie Harrower Diaz
Lawrence and Vevie Dimmitt, Mallory Lykes Dimmitt,
Genevieve Lykes Dimmitt, Elizabeth Lykes Dimmitt,
Lawrence Hundley Dimmitt, IV

Carl and Elise Blitch Drake

David and Christe Ray Eades

Louis Freeman

John and Sallie Harris Glover

Patrick and Sheila Proby Gross

John and Florence Hanes

Ned and Ellen Ansley Hardison

Randy and Anne Rawlings Harrell
Elliott and Terrell Luck Harrigan

Bob and Hester Hodde

J. Garrett and Helen Hamilton Horsley
Rosalie Horton

James and Rosalind Jeter

David and Stephanie Gross Julian
Graham and Dana Borden Lacy

Kelly and Kara Smith Land
Christopher and Miriam Beasley Lykes
John and Elizabeth Dempsey Merritt
Elaine Roberts Stowers and Anna Stowers
Mark and Betsy West

Whit and Catherine Cranston Whitham
John and Elisabeth Harper Wiener

Water Lily ($1,000-$2,499)
Anonymous (1)

Bond and Virginia Neal Almand
William and Loring Harris Amass
Kevin and Perri Anderson

Andrew and Jody Shartle Anderson
Holly Armistead Anderson

John and Gay O’Neal Abbott

Ian and Carrie Banwell

Donald and Tracy Barron

Rob and Barbara Beard

Wirt and Margaret Beard

Mark and Nancy Beveridge

James and Nancy Hill Carter Bland
Rich and Ann-Stewart Crane Boss
Andrew Brantley

Grace and James Broughton

Bryce and Nancy Schneider Bugg
Lee and Sunny Burrows

Hadley and Cameron Smith Callaway
Doug and Ann Cameron

George and Betsy Steele Carr
Virginia Jones Charest

Carter and Beverly Bailey Chinnis
James and Louise Johnson Clement
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A Place of Rarest Beauty Contributors ... continued

Kenneth and Rush Dorsett Coe

Alan and Tina Cone

M.E. and Lilla Calhoun Costello
Richard and Mary Anne Lohmeyer Cover
Ryan and Boofie Lupton Crimmins
Mark and Lucy Sparkman Crosswell
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius C. Crusel Jr.
Rebecca Dameron

Matt and Evie Hackney Smith Davis
Winifred S. Davis

Dallas and Margaret Denny
Genevieve Dimmitt

Robert and Caroline Whitehead Doherty
Douglas and Catherine Hassinger Drennan
Rick and Tweed Cline Eckhard
Roger and Patty Hale Thornhill Edwards
Marshall and Claire Evans

Edward and Amy Farrior

Chip and Laura Ford

Philip Woollam and Tina Freeman
Andrew and Nancy Dicks Gay
Michael and Gillian White Goodrich
Philip and Maurine Shores Halperin
Bill and Gay Browne Hardy

Bill Harper

John and Margaret McCall Harper
Ann and Worth Harris

Judith Johnson Hays

Holman and Margaret Head

Claudia and W. A. Heath, Jr.

Mrs. and Mr. Sherman Heazlitt
Adam Levesque and Lucy Henderson
Pete and Kathy Barnes Hendricks
Marriott Horton

Evelyn Hanes Moore Horton
Andrew and Marilee Keenan Hovet
Slaughter and Sue Harrison Fitz-Hugh
Sam and Anne Davis Hummel
Preston and Kris Bell Humphreys
James and Elta Posey Johnston
David Jones

Matt and Frankie Schoolfield Jordan
Amy and Tandy Lewis

Joan Martin

Mrs. June R. Matsos

Mr. and Mrs. John Medlin, Jr.

John and Anne Ritter Michel

Mrs. Lizora Schoolfield Miller

James Montieth

Lane and Cille Orr Morrison

Morgan and Anne Sognier Murray
Tony and Susan Rutland McCullar
Ben and Mary Metcalf McKenney
Richard and Mary Rodes Nash
Harold and Carolyn O Tuel

Greg and Anne Holland Polk

Brent Price

William and Martha Lee Pulley

Will and Carolyn Ratliff

Frances Russell Rockwell

Virginia and John Rowan

Dolly and Graham Sadler

James and Harriet Schnell

Mrs. Jack Scott

Mike and Jennie Scott Shad

Jim and Josie Shuford

Mrs. Vernon F. Smith

West and Nancyellen Keane Smithers
Kristi Snyder

Banks and Louise Wooten Talley
Paul and Melissa Tolmie

Donald and Mary McManaway Tucker
Len and Pam Pitman Turner

Bob and Sarah McTigue Tuthill
Diana and Charles Untermeyer, Ellie
Stuart and Mary Blair Scott Valentine
Mimi Wallace

Cynthia and Philip Warth

Suellen Wideman

Dan and Amy Wilbanks

Cornell and Mary Leland Davenport Wilde
Barry and Jacquelyn Buttram Wright
Edith and Landon R. Wyatt, III

Sarah and George Young

Trillium (up to $999)

Anonymous (3)

Nancy MacDougald Albert

Chase and Holly Pierce Ambler

Mr. and Mrs. Chip Anderson

Fayne Ansley

Malcolm and Elizabeth Hallock Andrews
Albert and Elizabeth Toepleman Borden
Madeline Baird

Bryan L. Baldwin

Waverly Burlage Bamman

Peter and Susan Adams Bance
Nicholas and Amy Ochmig Battaglia
Rob and Barbara Beard

Ken and Beth Beuley

Douglas and Connie Bischoff

Mr. and Mrs. J. Daniel Blitch, III
Thurman and Anne Brooks

Jose Perez-Sanz and Catherine Bosher
Amy and Eric Bicknell, Sarah

Janet and Jim Bean

Ayers Whitton Baughman

Mary Ella Mead Baker

Hilary Burt

Stuart and Carol Lewis Brown

Damon and McLean Johnston Barbieri
Pattie Moore-Boyette and Andy Boyette
Helen and James Bartelsmeyer

Robert and Janet Drennan Barnes
Susan Birkhead

Lee and Libby Buck

Daniel Bromstad and Eleanor Rhangos
Mary Campbell

Michael and Ann Campbell

Dan and Nancy Beers Carithers

Devon and Meg Carrere Carter

Terry and Susan Mariani Castle
Charles and Meredith Weeks Chase
Rick and Linda Tienstra Chazal

Frank and Katherine Crutcher Chisholm
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart G. Christian, Jr.
Thomas and Katy Mikell Cochran
John and Sally Cohen

Tom Coleman, in memory of Jane Schoolfield Tappero
John and Marie Teague Cranston
Robin and Stockton Croft

Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Crow, III

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Crumbliss, Jr.
Greg and Emily Curran

Judith and Joseph Cunningham
Richard and Mary Woolard Crawford
Austin and Meredith Weeks Chase
Dan and Nancy Beers Carithers, Haven Hartley Long
Kathryn Calder

Dr. Geoffrey and Dr. Mary Bess Cole
William and Edith Fitzhugh Camp

Bill and Jane Curtis

David and Carter Cunningham

Carlton and Carol Hancock Craig

Bill and Lucile McKee Clarkson
Kenneth and Katherine Snyder Carson
Austin and Mildred Cobb Carr
Kemper and Elizabeth McClatchey
Deborah and Robert Csere

Chris and Sallie Shores Cornwall
Christina and Peter Dalldorf

Glen and Connie Darbyshire

Anna Ansley Davis

Christy K. Davidson

Louise Dibrell

Mr. and Mrs. Roddey Dowd, Sr.
Sylvia Dorough

Lindsay and Bill Dorris

Charles and Beth Duckett

Lee and Isabel “Izzy” Frischkorn Dudley
Larry and Tracy Ziegler Dunn

Scott and Maggie Leonard Douglas
Ann Davis

Gardner and Martha Cousar Davis, Molly and Elizabeth Davis
Harold and Lucinda Oliver Denton
Rufus and Vickie Dorsey

Jamie Porges and Katherine Evans
Caroline Ewing

Jeff and Allison Almand Ezell

David and Donna Knauer Ennis
Markus and Hannah Davis Emig
Doug and Virginia Smith Ellison
Perry Ellis

Scott and Mary Hulsey Simmons Evans
Linda Eubank

George and Lynn Edwards

Helen Chandler Fure

Catherine and Peter Freeman
Andrew and Beth Seyle Fenton
Barry and Amy Green

Bunch Sanders Griffin

John Griffith

Walter and Betty Brent Goo

Debbie and Bill Giudice

Victoria Garrett

Curtis and Carrie Colegrove Gunst
Hilary and Patrick Galey

Alice Nelson Herlihy

E. Blanton and Susan Hamilton
James and Jeanette Kennedy Hancock
Jimmy and Lisa Ruffin Harrison
Mrs. Maurice S. Hartley

Mr. and Mrs. L. Dale Hendrix
Frances Talley Herrington

Mrs. William H. Heslip (Joyce Gaston)
Jeanne and Michael Heekin

Dan and Debby Heller

Ed and Shelley Henson

Emily Hicks

Robert Howard

Harold and Kathy Howe

Claire Benedict Huff

James and Meredith Holbrook
Margot and Chet Hinton, Smith
Cameron and Sally Soileau Hill
Vianda Hale Hill

Mary Alice Haney

Greggory and Adrian Steinbach Hale
Anne Farrar Hayes

Jeffery and Anne Stout Hughes
Laura Tillman Hendley

Julia Ballard Haralson

Harold and Ginger Somerville Hallock
Tricia and Lee Johnson

Bill and Mary Lee Josey

Steve and Martha Jones

Katherine Persons Kelly

Bryon and Ginny Kirkland

William and Lyle Reynolds Klich
Margaret Sies Knowles

Mary Grady Burnette Koonce
Frances McIntyre Knight

John and Phyllis Mann Kirwan
Henry and Cary Davis King

Erik and Lucy Cooper Karlsson
James and Anne Dowd Kennedy, III
Mr. and Mrs. William Law

Mrs. J.J. Leffers

Michael and Donna Dismuke Lenaghan
Susan and Norman Lent

Alan and Ruth Kalmar Lewis

India Lindstrom-Cann

Ricky and Theresa Snyder Lotspeich
Lawrence and Barrie Hill Lewis
Scott and Marjorie Robertson Leachman
Elizabeth and James C. Landis and Family
Caroline and Michael Lockerby
Robert and Millie Lathan

Ed and Julie Whitehurst MacKinlay
Robert and Eloise Parker Meachum
Kathryn Meyer

Will and Missy Underwood Miller
Mr. and Mrs. J. Clifford Miller, IIT
Carlton and Camilla Hyde Moffatt
Dalton Elder Mook

Dwight Morgan

Lane and Cille Orr Morrison
William and Susan McIntyre

continues next page
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A Place of Rarest Beauty Contributors ... continued

Ben and Mary Metcalf McKenney
Harold and Page Oxnard Mulherin
Mrs. J.L. Moore

Andrew and Beth McRae

Julia McMahon

Bill Grubb and Cary McGinnis

Mr. and Mrs. George White Martin
Lacy Morris Mattox

Garrett and Ellen Gibson Moseley
Raymond Brastow and Onie McKenzie
George and Betty Evans Mills

Lucy McRae

Anne Marie and Greg McDonald
Sarah Nash

George and Ellen Nemhauser

Gary and Mary Tate “Tatie” Newton
Morgan and Jill Nalty

Ryan and Jennifer Hobby Newell
Ronald and Brenda Nevin

John and Jean Kinnett Oliver

Daniel and Irene Robinson Pallace
Wade and Mary Elizabeth Adams Perry
John and Jane Lawrence Peeples
Julia Perry

Penny and Ruffner Page

Clare Parkinson

William and Molly Valentine Philips
Shields and Carolyn Pittman

Dr. and Mrs. Cecil A. Pless, Jr.

Gene and Ann Preaus

Wilmer and Elizabeth Simpson Poynor
Sheila and Diana Pulling, Victoria Allen Pulling
Jake and Lilly Varn Reid

James and Joyce Acker Ratliff

Peter and Maria Wornom Rippe

Jerry and Isabella Reeves

Sean and Courtney Minchew Reynolds
Mabry and Jeanne Rogers

Laura Rockefeller

Ian and Jane Walker Rutherfurd

Dalt and Paula Ruffin

Nathaniel and Laurie Jarrett Rogers
Mike and Fran Reeves

Ed and Carol Rodgers

Patricia and Conrad Sauer

Rebecca Savitz

Barbara Schoolfield

Douglas and Kimberly Selph

Derek and Ashley Moore Smith
Maria Trosdal Sparkman

Thomas and Kitty Storrs

Gordon and Laurie Turner Strayhorn,
Fred and Patricia Sibley Sims
Brooke and Isabel Bonnyman Stanley
David and Susan Heidt Slack

Andy and Laura Sink

Thomas and Sara Cobb Shores
Daniel Todd and Kathryn Stephenson
John and Kerrie Malloy Sadler
Donald and Stephanie Saunders
George and Suzanne Zoppa Taylor
Jerry and Cathy Temple

Bill and Lora Tuttle Terry

Clay and Susan O’Neal Thompson
Frank and Elizabeth Tindall

Walt and Sally Scott Edwards Tippett
James and Ann Turner

Ben and Nancy Rankin Tarbutton
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Turpin
Richard and Elizabeth Tonner

Banks and Louise Wooten Talley

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Turpin
Perrin and Catherine Biggers Trotter
Susan Trigg

Annise Waterman Uphause

Kenneth and Susanne Gould Uncapher
Shaw Vanze

Bill and Betsy Hamilton Verner

Paul and Karen Vogel

Linden vanRoijen

Nancy and Ron Walker

Ray and Helen Weeks

Jacqueline Werner

Georgia Whitehead

Mick and Meg Whitlock

Mrs. Louise Wilhoit

Jennifer Robertson Wilkins

Frances Woodward

Mrs. Sterling Wooten

Mrs. Madge M. Wiseman

Kathryn and Landon R. Wyatt, Jr.
Charles and Marjorie Waddell

John and Cobby Young Witherington
Mick and Meg Whitlock

Harrison and Susan Wellford

Fred and Virginia Seal Wagner

Leah and Robert Whann

Allen and Brooke Hudgins Wallace
Michael and Alice Hanson Yopp

The Dowd Foundation, Inc.

The Cliffs Management Services, LLC

Gifts In Honor Of...

Eleanor Davenport Owen, Mary Leland Davenport Wilde,
Adelaide Davenport Bratcher, Alice Lupton Smith, Meg
Lupton Gerber and Kate Lupton Juett.

By: Anonymous

Susannah Tims Wessel, William Lowry Tims and Walter
Campbell Tims
By: Jim and Frances Tims

Lee and Bridges Handford
By: Donna Handford

Deane Valentine Bowers
By: William and Molly Valentine Philips

Rush, Caroline and Elizabeth Williams
By: Anne and Cross Williams

Louise, Parker and Josephine Allen
By: Inman and Tricia Allen (Inman Foundation)

Our granddaughters, Martha Cole, Lee Handford, Bridges
Handford and friend Julie Isekson Mitchell
By: Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Jones, Jr.

Lucy and Laura Dorris
By: Lindsay and Bill Dorris

The Silver Haired Jocks of Louisville
By: Bunch Sanders Griffin

Selina, Margaret and Lily Horsley
By: J. Garrett and Helen Hamilton Horsley

Emily Pittman Funderburk
By: Shields and Carolyn Pittman

Nancy Conkle Swann.
By: Whit and Catherine Cranston Whitham
By: Dr. and Mrs. Cecil A. Pless, Jr.

Sherwood Smith
By: Banks and Louise Wooten Talley

Daphne, Hale and Sally Scott Edwards
By: Roger and Patty Hale Thornhill Edwards

Eloise Hamilton
By: E. Blanton and Susan Hamilton

Peachy Kohler
By: Eleanor Griffin

Mary Coleman Rogers
By: Mabry and Jeanne Rogers

In honor of my granddaughter, Carter Coker’s graduation
from Duke
By: Maria Trosdal Sparkman

Katherine and Emily Drake
By: Mr. and Mrs. J. Daniel Blitch, I1I

In honor of my three granddaughters Helen Chandler Fure,
Creecy Chandler Johnson and Dolly Smith Brantley
By: Mrs. Vernon F. Smith

Dorothy Dimmitt Baxter

By: Lawrence and Vevie Dimmitt, Mallory Lykes Dimmitt,
Genevieve Lykes Dimmitt, Elizabeth Lykes Dimmitt,
Lawrence Hundley Dimmitt, IV

Mary Jane Scott Trimble and Sarah Josephine Busey
By: Mike and Jennie Scott Shad

Jennie Scott Shad, Mary Jane Scott Trimble and Jo Scott
Busey
By: Mrs. Jack Scott

Beth Holder
By: Rex and Duvall Fuqua

The Silver Haired Jocks
By: Bunch Sanders Griffin

Granddaughters: Mary White Martin and Lizzy Martin
By: Mr. and Mrs. George White Martin

Mary Metcalf McKenney
By: Ben and Mary Metcalf McKenney

Ashley Nevin Wilson and Caroline Nevin
By: Ronald and Brenda Nevin

Sherwood Smith
By: Banks and Louise Wooten Talley

Gifts In Memory Of...
Fritz and Augusta Orr

By: Lane and Cille Orr Morrison
Bill Pippin

By: Charlotte Pippin

Margaret Crane
By: Fayne Ansley

Hugh Caldwell

By: Roger and Patty Hale Thornhill Edwards
By: Bonneau and Sharon Bleakley Ansley
By: Wade and Mary Elizabeth Adams Perry

Jane Schoolfield Tappero

By: Matt and Frankie Schoolfield Jordan
By: Mrs. Lizora Schoolfield Miller
By: Mr. and Mrs. J. Clifford Miller, 1T
By: Mrs. Maurice S. Hartley

By: James and Joyce Acker Ratliff
By: Barbara Schoolfield

By: David and Nancy Conkle Swann
By: Charles and Beth Duckett

By: Louise Dibrell

By: Mrs. Madge M. Wiseman

By: Kathryn and Landon R. Wyatt, Jr
By: India Lindstrom-Cann

By: John and Marie Teague Cranston
By: Tom Coleman

Alice & Buddy Metcalf and Dorothy Metcalf Thomas
By: Ben and Mary Metcalf McKenney

Bill Kemp
By: Banks and Louise Wooten Talley
By: Michael and Donna Dismuke Lenaghan

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Conkle
[By: William and Martha Lee Pulley

James Read Branch, Sr.
By: Read and Jody Branch

Bill Kemp & Dammie Day
By: Banks and Louise Wooten Talley

Elizabeth “Bunch” Sanders Griffin

By: Gordon and Laurie Turner Strayhorn
By: David and Nancy Conkle Swann
By: Ann Davis

By: George and Betty Evans Mills

Alex Summers
By: Martin and Daphne Flowers Wood

Alice & Buddy Metcalf and Dorothy Metcalf Thomas
By: Ben and Mary Metcalf McKenney

Sally Wideman Yonce
By: Suellen Wideman

Corporations Supporting the Campaign
Wachovia Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Bank of America Matching Gifts Program
Dominion Foundation Matching Gift Program
The Boston Consulting Group, Inc.

4



Camp Merrie-Woode, Spring 2008

Wit’s End

It has been a very busy off-season with a number of
exciting things taking place. Overall, things are going
well and we’re already looking forward to camp’s
90™ summer with our campers! We are thrilled to
have two new senior staff members; many of you will
recognize these familiar smiling faces around camp
this summer. Christina Daniels joined us in January
and Betsy Reese plans to join us in June. Christina
is our new Programming and Development Director
and Betsy will be our new Head Counselor and Staff
Recruiter. We look forward to working with these fine
women and we know the campers and counselors will
benefit by having them at camp.

The new Weaving Hut is nearly complete. The
only thing lacking is a bit of rockwork on the piers
and spreading some mulch under the deck below.

The new Weaving Hut will give the campers and
counselors a lot more room, a great view and some
shady spots to work on their projects. Hats off to
Travis Fox and the maintenance crew for a job well
done. The maintenance staff is busy with many items
on their list and recently began the re-construction of
our canoe and sailing docks.

The Master Planning sub-committee of our Board is
moving the process along. We have selected our sub-
contractor and have already started some of the work.
Now that Merrie-Woode has purchased the “Final
Piece” it will be important that we plan the future use
of our entire site to co-incide with the priorities that
were recently identified in our long range planning

retreat. It’s been a very exciting process with many
wonderful ideas flowing from all of the candidates.

We recently traveled to Nashville, TN for the
annual American Camp Association conference.
We always come back with good ideas and learn a
great deal. With this being an ACA re-accreditation
summer, it was very important to attend the sessions
on regulations and changes pertaining to the
accreditation process.

The entire year-round Merrie-Woode staff spent
a week in New Orleans, LA assisting Habitat for
Humanity with the construction of new houses that
they are building on an inner city block. Former
Board member Bobby Hassinger arranged for the St.
Charles Street Presbyterian Church to house us and
feed us while we were there. It was very rewarding
to see things progressing and witnessing New Orleans
coming back to life. We got to take a tour of the
city to see the devastation and signs of recovery. We
weren’t expecting to be able to go until the fall, but
the church had some cancellations and they were
able to accommodate us sooner. Eight of our eleven
travelers had never been to NOLA before and we were
all glad to live out Merrie-Woode’s commitment to a
life of service.

We hope to see many of you this summer. Look for
details regarding our 90" celebration!

Chug-a-Wump,

Denice and Jim

Statl News

Madeline Baird spent her January
term working in an elementary
school with a group of K-1 students
as well as a group of third graders.
Denice and Julie met up with Carrie
Coker and Elizabeth Harrison at
UVA in February. They are both
sophomores and are living with
Libby Page. Martha Cole is

living in Atlanta and working in a
Patagonia store while taking some
on-line courses. Catherine Coley
will be traveling to Singapore this
summer with a group from UNC -
Chapel Hill. Mary Stuart Couch is
doing great in Washington D.C. and
loves being so close to her parents

Counselors, Perry Ellis
and Amanda von Thron

and sister, Franny. Alden Denny
is a freshman at W&L and loves

it! She is in the same sorority as
all the other Merrie-Woode girls
there! Julia Edwards is a junior at

Davidson and working on getting
an internship in journalism this
summer. Perry Ellis is a junior at
Virginia Tech and very excited about
returning to camp this summer!
Sarah Hernstrom will be busy in
nursing school at the University

of Georgia this summer. Sara
Huffman, a senior at UNC-Chapel
Hill, appeared on television recently
during the ESPNU broadcast of

the UNC-Chapel Hill vs. UNC-
Asheville basketball game on
January 9, 2008. Sara was reporting
from Franklin Street during the
halftime show. She did an excellent
job and certainly proved she has a
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Counselors, Kelli Hewitt and
Grace Burgess, on the archery field

promising career ahead of her in
broadcasting! Julie Kokemor is
excited to be spending the summer
in India this year. Lolly Langman
has transferred to Smith College
and is getting excited about coming
back to camp! Julie and Lindsay
had dinner during a recruiting

trip in February with a group of
counselors at Chapel Hill. They
met up at a restaurant on Franklin
Street with Katherine and Mary
Pell Lea, Calvert and Catherine
Coley, Scottie Springer, Kate
Carey and Margaret Cheatham
Williams. Everyone had fun telling
old camp stories and catching up
on all the current news. Liz Lee

went climbing with Hana Danskey
a couple of times this past fall. She
is working for REI while applying
for graduate schools and Joe Peters
is working for a Japanese based
outdoor store called Mont-Bell.
They enjoyed the winter season,
lots of snow for snowboarding and
skiing! Elizabeth Mann has a
busy summer planned. She’ll be
spending time in Spain in June, and
working in Charleston, SC while
living with Sarah Jo Trimble in
July. This fall she will be studying
abroad in Sienna. Caroline Mann
will be graduating from Washington
&Lee this spring. She will be
working in Washington D.C. with an
environmental agency this summer.
Lena Maxcy moved to Berkeley,
CA shortly after camp ended and

is enjoying settling in there. Jess
McCreath spent a few days visiting
with fellow Aussies, Kelli Hewitt
and Emma Shute in March. Julie
and Denice had dinner with Clare
McKenzie in Washington D.C.

this winter. She is graduating from
Georgetown this spring and hopes
to move to France. Hannah Moon
is having a good school year at

William and Mary. She has been
appointed Vice President of Public
Relations in her sorority and was
accepted into a school leadership
program. Emma Shute is very
excited to be coming back to camp
this summer. She spent New Year’s
Eve visiting with fellow Aussie,
Kelli Hewitt. Parker Stevens is
studying abroad in Tanzania this
semester. Lauren Thomas (LT) is
going to New Zealand for most of
the summer and the fall semester.
Natalie Williams loves California
and PA school. Francie Woodin

is studying abroad in Sevilla, Spain
this semester and will be there until

mid-June.

Meredith Kronn with her brother,
a Falling Creek Counselor

Alumnae News

Denice and Julie with former camper,
Mary “Lollie” Mead Baker (28 — 35)

Catherine Avery (94-00) is
working at the Potomac School
in Washington D.C. and visits
with Sallie Reeves (92-06),
Mary Stuart Couch (94-07)
and Landis Carey (92-05)
frequently. Since graduating

from Randolph-Macon

College in Ashland, VA, Susan
Birckhead (91-98) has been
working for The Country Club
of Virginia in Richmond. She
is currently the assistant Events
Coordinator and loves her job!
Elizabeth McClatchey Brown
(66-74) had a lovely visit from
Molly Davis this past summer.
Anne Buckman (86-88) is
living in New York City and
working as an associate for the
firm of Simpson, Thacher and
Bartlett. Sarah Burke (88-97)
will graduate from the University
of Florida with a law degree in
May of 2008. Calvert Coley
(96-04) will be moving to New

York City to work for Citi Group,
after graduating from UNC-
Chapel Hill this spring. Jessica
Coxwell (01-03) is teaching

2nd grade at Shilo Elementary
School in Gwinnett County,
Georgia. Laura Csere (93-97)

The Benson Family: Lisa (94— 05),
Beth, Keith and Stephanie (95 — 04)
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Photo from www.chinanews.com
of Caroline Keys (85-93)
and her band on Chinese TV!

is a third-year medical student
at the Kansas City University

of Medicine and Biosciences.
She 1s currently living in New
Jersey while she continues her
studies at St. Michael’s Hospital
in Newark. Emily Farrior is

a freshman at UVA this year.
Elizabeth Seyle Fenton (84-86)
lives in the historic district of
Philadelphia with her husband,
Andrew, and their daughter,
Caroline, who is already learning
Merrie-Woode songs. Elizabeth
practices law with Reed Smith
LLP. LeAnne Fowlkes (05-06)
1s working at the John Berggruen
Gallery, a well respected
contemporary art gallery in San
Francisco. She is enjoying her
time there working as a gallery
assistant, personal assistant

and in-house photographer and
imager. Carolyn Gabbert
(97-05) is in graduate school

at UVA, working on a masters
in Speech. Hannah Galey

Jane McCullen Cline (55 — 62),
her husband Harry, and their
grandchildren Carson, Sykes and Skip

(95-99) is a junior at Columbia
University. Sarah Galey (93-98)
is working for Teach for America
in Washington D.C. Virginia
“Cameron” Holt (95-00) has
recently returned from a mission
trip where she was working with
HIV/AIDS in Grahmstown,
South Africa. She is currently
applying to second-degree
seeking nursing programs, will
become an RN and hopefully
return to Africa. Claire Marie
Benedict Huff (84-86) and her
husband are living in Atlanta
with their two and half year old
son, William, and their newborn
daughter, Mary Claire. Emily
Jeter (93-01) graduated from
the University of Georgia in
May 2007. She is now teaching
kindergarten at a private school

The Dorsett Family

in Atlanta. In October, Caroline
Keys (85-93) and her bluegrass
band represented the USA at the
Nanning International Folk Song
Arts Festival in China. Caroline’s
band performed with musicians
from twenty-five different
countries including Cambodia,
India, Germany, South Africa,
New Zealand, and the Philippines
at the Festival. Evelyn Simmons
Kissel (88-92) and her husband,
Peter, enjoyed the holidays this
year with their 14-month-old,
Georgia. Dana Lacy (52-55)
and her daughter, Borden Lacy
(79-84), enjoyed a visit to camp
this year. Borden’s two-year-old
son, Isaac, loved his first trip to
Merrie-Woode! Borden and her
husband, Ben, are expecting their

Carolyn (97 — 05) and Pattie Gabbert
(97 — 06) with their brother, Douglas

second child in July. They are
both working as professors at
Vanderbilt. Sallie Lacy (84-86)
is also married now and living
in Frankfurt, Germany. Keiko
LeMon (95-04) is still living in
London. She recently received
a job as a scenic carpenter for
the Royal Opera House! Kenny
Marcus (05-06) is in his second
year of nursing school at UNC-
Chapel Hill. He hopes to be a
flight nurse. Natalie Matthews
(94-03) is living in Asheville,
NC where she is working as a
nurse. Liz Matthews (93-03)

is working towards getting her
PHD in Ecology at UNC-Chapel
Hill. Mary Matthews (99-06)
is a freshman at Sewanee this
year. Katherine McDonough
(95-06) is substitute teaching in
Knoxville while applying for
graduate schools in London.
Anna Katherine Moore (00-04)
is a sophomore at Presbyterian
College. She said her sisters,

Virginia ‘Cameron’ Holt (95 — 00),
working with children in South Africa
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Evelyn Simmons Kissel's (88 — 92)
daughter, Georgia

Ashley Moore Smith (93-01)
and Liz Moore Uecker (90-
99), are both doing well. Page
Oxnard Mulherin (43-46)
came by camp in October. She
hiked the lake trail twice and,
like a true Merrie-Woode girl,
scaled Old Bald as well. Ashley
Sauer Oswalt (89-00) and her
husband, Guy, live in Charleston,
SC where Guy attends the
Charleston School of Law.
Ashley is the assistant 2nd grade
teacher at Ashley Hall. Alex
Polhill (97-03) is a freshman at
Davidson and loves it! Becca
Red (95-05) is graduating from
Wake Forrest this spring and is
anxiously waiting to hear back
from medical schools. Sallie
Reeves (92-06) is working at
the National Cathedral School
in Washington D.C. as a
kindergarten assistant. Laura

Rockefeller (97) is still living

Dana Lacy (52 — 55) and Borden Lacy
(79 — 84) with Borden s son, Isaac,
at High Heaven

in Washington, D.C. near other
camp alumnus Chita (90-97)
and Ashley Middleton (90-97)
and Meredith Haskins (91-97).
Laura has just started a new job
with the education department at
Mount Vernon. Katja Rodgers
(91-96) earned a dual B.A. in
Psychology and Information
Technology at the University

of West Florida, and is enrolled
in the Master of Aeronautical
Sciences program at Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University.
Jenny Sauer (93-04) lives in San
Francisco where she works for

Clair Freeman Marshall's
(85— 98) son, Hutch

Ford Models, Inc as a coordinator
of models in the children’s
division. Her roommate is Katie
Temple (92-00). Molly Smith
(95-02) will be working for Bank
of America in Charlotte, NC after
she graduates from Washington
& Lee this spring. Ashley
Sullivan (92-02) and Amanda
von Thron (95-present) recently
met up with Rosemary Williams
(92-05) and Lindsey von Thron
(93-03) at the Gasparilla Parade
in Tampa, FL, where Rosemary
was Queen and Lindsey was

on the Royal Court. Sarah Jo
Trimble (97-05) is a sophomore
at Washington & Lee, majoring

Elizabeth Dempsey Merritt's
(88 — 98) son, Jack

in pre-vet. She and Elizabeth
Mann (98-06) are roommates at
their sorority house, while Olivia
Head (97-07) lives just down

the hall. Kenneth and Susanne
Gould Uncapher (71-74) have
been married for over 20 years
and live in Orlando, FL with
their two daughters Emily, 15,
and Laura, 17. Susanne is a
registered nurse who works as a
legal nurse consultant for a law
firm. Brooke Hudgins Wallace
(68-73) recently celebrated her
50th birthday in camp at High
Heaven with a group of close
friends, including Janie Clark
Morrison (65-70). They enjoyed
their time reminiscing about
camp days while hiking up Old
Bald and taking walks around the
lake. Reilly Ward (96-06) is a
junior at Washington & Lee. She
is hoping to get an internship in
Washington D.C. this summer.

b

Woodie and Betsy Hassinger Van Horn's
(93 — 97) son, Wade

8
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Lindsey (93 — 03) and Amanda (95 —
present) Von Thron, Rosemary Williams
(92 —05), and Ashley Sullivan (92 —02)
at the Gasparilla Parade in Tampa

Alyce Wellons (80-86) is living
in Atlanta with her three dogs
and enjoys visiting with old camp
friends. Laura Yungmeyer (01-

The Would-Bes of 2008 at their
Would-Be Reunion

04) is a freshman at Washington
& Lee and has reconnected with
the CMW gang there!

Charlotte Young (98 — 06) and
Ella Bright (00 — present),
Captain and Queen of the
Les Pierrettes Ball in New Orleans

Engagements and Weddings:

Gary Hostetler (06 — present)
and Lindsay Garner (92 — present)

Amanda Beckler (03-06) got
engaged over Christmas. Dr.
Rachel Burke (88-99) was married
to Dr. Gabriel Pantol of Mendoza,
Argentina in Tampa on January

13, 2007. Rachel is a graduate of
The College of William and Mary
and Emory University School

of Medicine, and is currently
completing her residency in

radiology through NYU at North
Shore University Hospital in
Manhasset, NY. Jennifer Coleman
(88-93) married Jonathan Leit in
Charleston, SC on March 1, 2008.
The couple recently moved to

New Orleans, LA. Polly Dozier

Ellie Musson (92—03)
with her new fiancé, Jeff Jennings,
at camp last summer

(96-04) got engaged in January at
camp to long time boyfriend, Will
Duval! They are planning to get
married in August and then move
to Nashville. Lindsay Garner
(92-present) and Gary Hostetler

(06-present) became engaged

over this past Christmas. They

are looking forward to an autumn
wedding at camp on October 4,
2008. Lee Handford (92-04)
became engaged over New Year’s.
Marriott Horton (93-02) married
Jimmy Miller on January 26,

2008. CT Stroud (94-01) was a
bridesmaid. Ellie Musson (92-

03) and long time boyfriend, Jeff
Jennings, are engaged and planning
an October wedding in Louisville,
KY. Rebecca Pillow (88-07)
married Chris Hovater on November
3, 2007 in their hometown of
Florence, AL. The ceremony took
place at Trinity Episcopal Church
and the reception was at the parents

Newlyweds, Chris Hovater
and Rebecca Pillow Hovater (88-07)
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of the brides. Maid of Honor was
her younger sister, Celeste Pillow
(88-00), and Matron of Honor was
her older sister, Rachel Pillow
Mitchener (85-88). Bridesmaids
included Julie Griggs Newton
(88-08) and Chantal O’Keeffe

(03). Corey Pressley (06-present)
proposed to his girlfriend, Mary
Ashley Cole, on Christmas day.
Rosemary Williams (92-05)
became engaged to Tim Anderson on
March 21%. The couple are planning
to be married on October 4, 2008.

Newly engaged, Tim Anderson
and Rosemary Williams (92 — 05)

Rachel Burke (88 — 99)
at her wedding to Gabriel Pantol

Births:

Bae and Silas’ baby girl,
Lila Raine Cimino-Hurt

Elizabeth Rich Key's (89 — 02) newborn,
Mary Frances Key

Lee and Virginia Preaus Barba
(83-89) welcomed their second
child, a baby boy named Field, on
February 20th. He weighed in at

6 lbs., 3 0z. Bae (05-present) and
Silas Cimino-Hurt (02-present)
have a new baby girl! Little Lila
Raine was welcomed to the world
on February 25, 2008 at 6:18pm.
Sabrina Rakes Fahey (81-89) and
her husband, Jessen, welcomed a
daughter, Tatum Bliss, on October
13, 2007. One of her favorite songs
is already “Chug-a-Wump”! Liz
Rich Key (89-02) and her husband,
Thomas, welcomed a baby girl to
their family! Mary Frances Key
was born on February 22, 2008,
weighing in at 8 Ibs. Scott and
Emily Williams King (90-01)
welcomed an 8 pound, 4 ounce
baby boy! Finley Addison King
arrived on October 17, 2007. Laura
Raulston McCarthy (95-03) gave
birth to Liam James McCarthy on
February 18, 2008. Laura and her
husband, Matt, live in Australia.
Woodie and Betsy Hassinger Van
Horn (93-97) had their first child,
Robert Wade Van Horn, on February
27,2007.

Laura Raulston McCarthy s
(95 — 03) new son, Liam

Emily Williams King (90— 01) and her
husband, Scott, with new baby, Finley
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In Memoriam:

Mary Abigail Young
(05-07) passed away on
December 6, 2007 at
the age of eleven, after
her family’s Baltimore
home tragically caught
fire. Her sixteen-year-
old brother, Matt, also
died as a result of the
fire. Abby attended the
June Session in 2005
and Main Session in
2007. She was a caring
and cherished friend to
many here at camp, and
was loved by campers
and counselors alike.
Abby was the epitome
of a Merrie-Woode girl,
spirited and enthusiastic,
compassionate and kind.
Abby will be greatly
missed by all of us at
Merrie-Woode.

Bunch Griffin: A Merrie-Woode Girl to the Very End

Elizabeth “Bunch” Sanders Griffin died at the age of 88 on Tuesday, December 11, 2007.
Merrie-Woode always held a special place in Bunch’s heart. Bunch was born in Louisville,
Kentucky in 1919, the same year another inspirational woman was founding a small girls
camp over in the North Carolina mountains. Little did either of them know that before long
Bunch Griffin and Camp Merrie-Woode would be intertwined forever. When the 14-year-
old Bunch first came to the 8-week session in 1933, camp made a huge impact on the young
camper. She fell in love with the outdoors, hiking, morning swims in Lake Fairfield and
the simplicity of camp living. Bunch looked up to Dammie Day and said that she would
never forget Dammie’s farewell words to her campers, “We don’t advertise. You are my
advertisements. If you had fun at Merrie-Woode, tell your friends and families.” From that
moment on, Bunch made it her mission to talk up Merrie-Woode for the next seventy-four
years.

A neighbor once called the young Elizabeth Sanders, “a bunch of sweetness” and the
nickname stuck. Bunch went on to graduate from Louisville Collegiate School and Hollins
College, a small women’s college in Virginia. At Collegiate, she was a proud member of the
“Amazon” field hockey team, a team she would avidly support for the rest of her life, just
another example of her loyalty and devotion to the places which impacted her life for the
better. After college, she returned to her hometown of Louisville to work at WAVE radio.
During World War II, she helped to organize parties and
entertainment for the soldiers stationed at Fort Knox. She
then went on to write for the society page at the Courier-
Journal, a Louisville newspaper. She married Gus Griffin
in 1949 and the two remained happily married for fifty-six
years until Gus’s death in 2005.

For over 25 years Bunch and several camper type friends,
including Merrie-Woode alumnae Barbara Rodes Dumesnil,
Ginger Somerville Hallock, and Peachy Mobley Kohler
came to Merrie-Woode every October, using High Heaven
as their mission control center. A Kentucky Cumberland
River rafting guide receives credit for the group’s name.
When Bunch told him in 1980 that she was bringing a group
of women in their 50’s and 60’s, he replied, “Oh, they must
be silver-haired jocks!” The trip was a success and the Silver-Haired Jocks went on to be
an institution here at Merrie-Woode. Through the years the Silver-Haired Jocks have hiked
Old Bald, carried their backpacks to the top of Chimneytop Mountain, and ran the Chattooga
River, section 4. They have enjoyed looking out over Lake Fairfield, singing camp songs and
re-living camper days. Bunch always brought her bugle with her to High Heaven and would
enjoy playing a duet of “Taps” with Jim at night, Bunch on the porch of High Heaven with her
bugle, Jim on his porch with his trombone.

Bunch served on our Board of Trustees from 1982 to 1988. As one of the early board
members, she and her board were key players in changing Merrie-Woode from a privately
owned camp to a foundation. She believed very much in preserving camp and its surrounding
land from future development. She knew how important Merrie-Woode is not only to current
Merrie-Woode girls, but also to the generations of girls to come.

Bunch was diagnosed with brain cancer a year ago but she never let that slow her down.
She stayed spunky and full of good old Merrie-Woode “PEP” to the very end. She planned
her own funeral, arranging for it to be as upbeat and appreciative of life as she lived every
day of her own. The quintessential Merrie-Woode girl, she insisted upon being buried in her
hiking boots and camp jacket. When thinking of Bunch now, the first image that comes to
mind is a woman in hiking boots, carrying her bugle at her side, as she walks up to the pearly
gates...for it seems a fitting end that Bunch'’s story should conclude with the following...

“And St. Peter saw her and he confessed

‘I see my dear, you 're one of the best.

So put up your sails and sail right through

Cause Miss St. Peter went to Merrie-Woode too!””

Bunch blowing her bugle
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=

Fund!

2007 Annual Fund
(Reflects gifts received though
December 31, 2007)

Roundtable (31,000 and above)
Andrew and Jody Shartle Anderson
Anne-Worley Bauknight

Marie Turner Moshell Brien

Robert and Kathy Swann Brooks
Joe and Susan McKinney Davenport
Hebe Sanders Dowling

Patty Thornhill Edwards

Slaughter and Sue Harrison Fitz-Hugh
Jacqueline and Matt Friedlander
Ron and Sally Forman

Maura and Rick Gaenzle

Lara and John Gill

Bunch Sanders Griffin

Thomas and Virginia Eastman Gossage
Senator and Mrs. D. Robert Graham
Brenton and Lindsay Graham Halsey
Sheri and Bo Hardin, Katharine and
Caroline

Beth and Bobby Hassinger

William and Georgia Cobb Joyner
Mrs. William P. Kemp, Jr.

Jed and Debe Lykes

True and Charlie Luck

Sallie Orr Peterkin

Greg and Anne Holland Polk

Alice and Harlan Prater

William and Cecil Collins Scanlan
Charles Simons

Mr. and Mrs. Sherwood H. Smith, Jr.
Dean and Ashley Sparks Stamoulis
Donnie and Barry Lohmeyer Stout
William and Elizabeth Crane Swent
Chris and Elizabeth Keenan Thompson
Jay and Mary Jane Scott Trimble
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Villere
David and Sandy Graham Younts
Dawn and Wayne Wadsworth

Carter Foundation, Inc.

The Raymond E. and Ellen F. Crane
Foundation, Inc.

Knight (8500-8999)

Hank and Nancy Dameron Almquist
Mary Grady and Vic Bell

James and Nancy Hill Carter Bland
Edgar and Ashley Bright

Scott and Leah Wilkinson Brockway
Mary Ann Cooper Broughton

Royall and Henri Dibrell Brown
Cathy Casey

Craig and P-nut Crumbliss Chambers
Cecil and Amy Conlee, Lila

Rob and Anne Emack Couch
Manuel and Julie Harrower Diaz

Lindsay and Bill Dorris

Mrs. Leland Hume Davenport
Kathryn and Stephen Davie

Anne Otter Downs

Ron and Arline Atkins Finch

Cathy and Jim Foster

Michael and Lisa Loudermilk de
Golian

Philip and Maurine Shores Halperin
John and Susan Hamilton

Margot and Chet Hinton, Smith
Bob and Hester Hodde

Tommy and Beth Holder

Harriet Broughton Holliday

Jimmy and Liz Counce Irwin
Justin and Stephanie Blessey Lilley
Tony and Susan Rutland McCullar
Phillip and Heather McWane

Chris and Eleanor Davenport Owen
George and Rudi Robbins Pillow
Llewellyn Sinkler and Oscar
Shamamian

Sheila and Robert Shaw

Blair and Stirling Cassidy Smith
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Swann

Ann and Jim von Thron

Bob and Sarah McTigue Tuthill,
Arabella

Patrick and Holly Travis Wallace
Betsy and Mark West, Eliza

Squire ($250-8499)

Sarah Allen

Mr. and Mrs. Bonneau Ansley Jr.
Fayne Ansley

Shepard and Boyce Lineberger Ansley
Joe and Kathy Ross Arterberry

Nancy G. Baker

Lanier and Robin Bivings

Catherine Blanchard Boardman
Bridget and Bobby Bories, Carrie &
Evie

Jose Perez-Sanz and Catherine Bosher
Terrell and Deane Valentine Bowers
Turner and Victor Barringer, Sarah
Merrill

Chris and Adelaide Davenport Bratcher
Lee and Libby Buck

Robin and John Carr

James and Louise Johnson Clement
Charles and Sylvia Sparkman Coker
Sharon and Matt Cole

M.E. and Lilla Calhoun Costello
Susan and Edward S. Croft, 111

Matt and Evie Hackney Smith Davis
Mary and Joseph Donald

Douglas and Catherine Hassinger
Drennan

Matt and Kristin Peterson Edwards

Annual Fund Surpasses Goal!

Merrie-Woode alumnae, parents and friends continue to support our Annual Giving effort! This
fund is an important source of revenue for Camp Merrie-Woode. Annual Giving is used to support
scholarships, enhance summer programs, and maintain Merrie-Woode’s historic buildings and
grounds. In 2007, 478 participants contributed a total of $119,396.09 to the Merrie-Woode Annual

All contributions to the Merrie-Woode Foundation are tax deductible for individuals,
corporations, and foundations within the limits of section 501 (c) 3 of the IRS code. Gifts are
through December 31, 2007. Please contact us with any errors or omissions.

Jeff and Allison Almand Ezell
Edward and Amy Farrior

James and Frances Crutcher Foster
Carolyn and Don Glisson

John and Sallie Harris Glover
Greggory and Adrian Steinbach Hale
Sinclair and Catherine McKenney
Harcus

Claire and Larry Hagenbuch

Elliott and Terrell Luck Harrigan
Ben and Jeanie Mann Hardesty
Randy and Anne Rawlings Harrell
Claudia and W. A. Heath, Jr.

Adam Levesque and Lucy Henderson
Josephine Herget

J. Garrett and Helen Hamilton Horsley
Kay and Howard House

Chuck and Karen Kennedy

Susan and Norman Lent

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Lupton

Ferris Lindenberger Lyle

John Manley

Randall and Anne Mann, Caroline and
Elizabeth

Nancy and Dallas Margeson
Gabrey Croft Means

Victoria and Stephen M. Mix

John and Anne Tarbutton Mori
Betsy Shaw Nalty

Philip and Katherine Rich Niehaus
Phil and Susan Rooney

Virginia and John Rowan

Barbara Jones Sabo

Dolly and Graham Sadler, Kate
Randy and Frances Sexton, Ellie,
Becky, and Elsebeth

John and Susannah McLean Shubin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Simmons
West and Nancyellen Keane Smithers
Stephen and Janice Ferman Straske
Helen and Paul Straske

William and Sybil Brooke Sylvester
George and Suzanne Zoppa Taylor
R. Bartley and Christiana Turner
Eileen and Larry Visoski

Leah and Robert Whann

Bruce and Alice Martin Whelihan
Suellen Wideman

Richard Woodruff

Edith and Landon R. Wyatt, III
Stuart and Carol Graham Wyllie

Yeoman ($100-$249)

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Adams
William and Loring Harris Amass
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Anderson
Gregg and Cynthia McLean Baran
Jayne and Thomas Barkdull

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel E. Beall, Jr.

Rick and Jennifer Evans Bean

Amy Bell

Mrs. Barrick C. Benson

Michael and Kaki Johnson Behr
Tracy and Irvin Bieser

Bruce and Jean Stephenson Blair
Frank and Connie Dunaway Blythe
Mary Beth Gates and James Brady
John and Anne Trice Brewer

Anne Buckman

John and Merilyn Burke

Kimberlin and Helen Nalty Butcher
Chris and Mary Jane Altvater Caison
Mary Campbell

Catherine and Stephen Candland
Dan and Nancy Beers Carithers
Frank and Missy Casscells-Hamby
Chan and Vee Smith Chandler
Harry and Janie McMullen Cline
Sara and Keith Chambless

Frank and Katherine Crutcher
Chisholm

Michael and Meaghan Dowling
Chorske

Thomas and Katy Mikell Cochran
Dr. Geoffrey and Dr. Mary Bess Cole
Bill and Susan Christian Coogan
Lance Rydberg and Kaye Courington
Robin and Stockton Croft

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Crumbliss
Claiborne and Jane Huston Crommelin
Mary Stoll Cross

Mark and Lucy Sparkman Crosswell
Judith and Joseph Cunningham
Susan and Brian Curtiss

Charles and Marcy Monrose Curtis
Jay and Betsy Caldwell Dalgliesh
Mary Mercer “Mimi” Daniel

Anna Ansley Davis

Julia Brooke Davis

Gay and Bob Davis

Ann Carter Dawson

Bruce and Hyde Floyd Desloge
Mallory and Genevieve Dimmitt
Jodee and Frank Dorsey, Kara and
Kayla

Mr. and Mrs. Roddey Dowd, Sr.
Peggy and John Dozier

Steven and Anna Duff

Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. Duncanson
Kurt and Cathleen Brooke Dunkle
Denice and Jim Dunn

David and Christe Ray Eades

Rick and Tweed Cline Eckhard
George and Lynn Edwards, Julia and
Susan

Markus and Hannah Davis Emig
Linda Eubank and Chelsea

Jamie Porges and Katherine Evans
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Jay and Christie Farrior

Martin Faust

Dean and Lauren Thomas Flores

Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Ford Jr.
Charlie and Kate Frazier

Charles and Teresa Friedlander
Charles and Jennifer Jones Fiorenza
Catherine and Peter Freeman

James and Kathy French

Kirk and Mary Norfleet Fry

Rawls Futch

Ted and Kitty Garner

Hilary and Patrick Galey

Mr. and Mrs. John Geer

Ford and Kathy Breckinridge Graham
Beth and Brian Gibney, Grayson
Walter and Betty Brent Goo

Ben and Cynthia Graham Gordon
Lainie Haskell Gratz

Michael and Kelly Hart Grebe
Charles and Karen Greer

Schuyler and Sarah Carter Grey
Bunch Sanders Griffin

Eleanor Griffin

Katherine and Gil Griggs

Harold and Ginger Somerville Hallock
James and Jeanette Kennedy Hancock
John and Florence Hanes

Mary Alice Haney

Geraldine W. Hanson

Julia Ballard Haralson

Ned and Ellen Ansley Hardison

Ann and Hooper Hardison

John and Margaret McCall Harper

Dr. and Mrs. James O. Harris

Laura and George Hassell

Shep and Cynthia Luck Haw

Judith Johnson Hays

Preston and Frances Talley Herrington
Mrs. William H. Heslip (Joyce Gaston)
Barbara and Jose Hevia

Vianda Hale Hill, Nicki and Christiane
Hill

Jimmy and Lisa Ruffin Harrison
Woodie and Betsy Hassinger Van Horn
Marriott Horton

Richard and Eunie Bizzell Huettner
James and Rosalind Jeter

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Jeutter Jr.
Elizabeth “Bunny” Johns

Randy and Katie Newton Jones,
Catherine

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Jones, Jr.
Tricia and Lee Johnson

Bob and Ellie McNabb Kassem
Martha Ann Keels

Joel and Beth Taylor Keys

Claire and Robert Koch, Margot

Erik and Lucy Cooper Karlsson
Joanna Phillips Kunz

Merritt and Eleanor Lane

Mr. and Mrs. C. Richard Latham

Liz and Haynes Lea

Mrs. J.J. Leffers

Michael and Donna Dismuke Lenaghan
Amy and Tandy Lewis

David and Ellen Liggett

Bill Sullivan and Sid Long

Dee and David Loop

Jed and Debe Lykes

Davis and Patricia MacRae

Bill Grubb and Cary McGinnis

Renee and George McEldowney,
Elizabeth

Mrs. James McKee

Will and Becky Davis McKee

Jay and Rowanne McIntyre McKnight

Josh and Eileen Dimmitt Magidson
Douglas and Gigi Matthews

Vida Manlove

John and Betsy Mason Marshall
Debby and Dan Heller, Mary-Lloyd
Charles and Wilma Martin

Jean and Tony Maupin

John and Elizabeth Dempsey Merritt
Grace and Benson Miller

Carlton and Camilla Hyde Moffatt
Robertson and Elizabeth Moore
Hugh and Ann Ward Morgan
Charlotte Spruntt Murchison

Rick and Caroline Tuttle Murray
Steve and Holly Cooper Myers
Richard and Mary Rodes Nash
John and Margaret Norfleet Neff
Ryan and Jenn Hobby Newell

Ella Nixon

Joanna and Sandy Nugent

Patrick and Mary Norris Preyer
Oglesby

Dr. and Mrs. T.M. O’Flanagan

Will and Leigh Ann Olinger

John and Jean Kinnett Oliver
Roger and Kathy Holbrook Ostrander
Catalina Patton

Dotsie Powell Peck

Johnny and Liza Halsey Perrin
Charlotte Pippin

Dana and Larry Pless, Deane
Phillip and Jill Headley Poole

Jan and Gregory Porges

Catherine Porter

Peter and Maria Wornom Rippe
Mike and Fran Reeves

Sean and Courtney Minchew Reynolds
Jane Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin G. Reynolds
Paige Williams Robbins

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ross, Jr., Nikki
Ross

Stephanie and Edmund Ruffin
Stagg Nicholson Sanders

Gary and Lana Sanders

Ed and Becky Savitz

James and Harriet Schnell

Martha and John Sensenbrenner
John and Emma Starr Shanholtz
Maude Saunders Sharp

Rocky and Margie Johnson Springer
Stephen and Janice Ferman Straske
Chris and Allison Steilberg

Ali Steinbach

Roy and Mary Davis McLendon Smart,
Mary Stuart

Stuart and Beth Farrar Smith

Dan Todd and Kate Stephenson
Kimberly and John Strong, Mary
Katherine and Caroline

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh M. Tarbutton
Sally Sanders Townsend

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Troutman, Jr.
Chris and Margaret Ullrich

Diana and Charles Untermeyer
Henry and Chamie Grandy Valentine,
Annie

Paul and Karen Vogel

Nancy and Ron Walker, Savannah
Katheryne and Bestor Ward

Phyllis and John Ward, Elizabeth
Lane and Cille Orr Morrison Stuart
Warner

Cynthia and Philip Warth

Suzie Whaley

Wagon and Meagher Lee Whigham
Whit and Catherine Cranston Whitham

John and Elisabeth Harper Wiener,
Bizzy and Gracie

Melissa Murphy and Samuel Wilkins
Diane and Fredrick Will

Alan and Camille Bundrick Williams
Anne and Cross Williams, Jr.

John and Edythe Wright

Mariel Yohe

Michael and Alice Hanson Yopp
Sarah and George Young

Page (850-899)

Virginia Simpson Aisner

James and Susan Alison

Mary Ella Mead Baker

Richard and Brandon Moore Berkeley
Amy and Eric Bicknell, Sarah
Catherine and Cam Bowman

Pattie Moore-Boyette and Andy
Boyette

Julia Bradford

William and Margaret Dortch Brooks
Carol Ann Brown Cannon

Catherine Carr

Tim and Merrill Ware Carrington
Terry and Susan Mariani Castle
John and Sally Cohen

Judy and L. Dan Coxwell

Deborah and Robert Csere

Christina and Peter Dalldorf
Chesley Johnson Dale-Arnurius
Rebecca and Randell Doane, Elizabeth
Skip and Dina Farley Foster

Sabrina Rakes Fahey

Benton and Betty Weil Fisher

Hilary and Patrick Galey

Thold and Ruth Ellen Gill

Frances Givhan

David and Betsy Lindsay Goode
Geoff and Marte Griffith

Kelly Crago Hansen

George and Lou Harris

Nikko and Anne Farrar Hayes

Olivia Britton Holding

Claire Benedict Huff

Greg and Elizabeth Kaufmann
William and Lyle Reynolds Klich
Art and Carolyn Kramer

Heidi and Bill Loudermilch

Todd and Cassidy Murray MacKay
Dawn and Drew Hooker, Mackenzie
Anne Marie and Greg McDonald
Alice Parkerson McEnery

Bill Grubb and Cary McGinnis

Dick and Bettye West Mason

Jane Marcus

Ms. Julie Anne Morton

Anthony and Nancy O’Gara Nievera
Harriett G. Northcutt

Charles and Nancy Horton Nusbaum
May and John Parker

Wade and Mary Elizabeth Adams Perry
Bill and Sally Querin

Laura Rockefeller

Arthur and Myra Rose

Daniel Bromstad and Eleanor Rhangos
Alfred and Meredith Stanley Scott
Fred and Tricia Sibley Sims

David and Susan Heidt Slack

Jane and Douglass Smith

John and Nancy Newton Sipp

John and Glenn King Springer

John and Amy Watkins Tankard
Perrin and Catherine Biggers Trotter
Jennifer Robertson Wilkins

Alyce Wellons

Raye and Jane Minor Woodin

Barry and Jacquelyn Buttram Wright

Donor (up to $50)

Robert and Lyda Larkins Astrove
Charlie and Vicky Benedict

Rip and Nell Mathis Black

Faye Carrington Brady

Chris and Sallie Shores Cornwall
Richard and Mary Woolard Crawford
Lee and Isabel “Izzy” Frischkorn
Dudley

Pete and Evelyn Simmons Kissel
Lawrence and Barrie Hill Lewis
Heather McLimore

Lucy McRae

Katie Miller

Kelly and Meredith Fitz-Hugh Mire
Sarah Nash

Kitty Smith Norman

Jenny Burch O’Connor

Ellen and George Palmer

Julie Perry

Eryn Thomas Ratchford

John and Carolyn Edgerton Redding
Betsy Snyder Roberts

Nathaniel and Laurie Jarrett Rogers
John and Elizabeth Lattimore Rousakis
Macon and Margaret Hardesty Rudisill
Sybil Shier

June Small

Virginia and Frank Smircic, Shirley
Willis and Ann Smith

Lessley Soniat

Jimmy and Kathy Black Stewart
Charles Travis

Lucile and Douglas Tyler

Shaw Vanze

Bill and Betsy Hamilton Verner

John and Kate Ballard Werner

John and Cobby Young Witherington
Henry and Cornelia Quarles Wonham

Gifts in Honor Of...

Lauren Pleasants, Caitlin Ratchford,
Ashley Mitchell and Caroline “Buggy”
Tuten

By: The Horsley girls

Eleanor and Audrey Turner
By: R. Bartley and Christiana Turner

True, Elise and Ravenel Harrigan
By: True and Charlie Luck

The Silver-Haired Jocks of Louisville
and John Brantley
By: Bunch Sanders Griffin

Cameron Smith Callaway and Palmer
Smith.
By: Blair and Stirling Cassidy Smith

Katherine and Anna Almquist
By: Hank and Nancy Dameron
Almquist

Samantha and Abigail Glisson
By: Carolyn and Don Glisson

Gabrey Croft Means and Addie Croft
By: Susan and Edward S. Croft, 111

Preaus Family
By: Lane and Cille Orr Morrison

Ciele Gutierrez
By: Dr. and Mrs. James O. Harris
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Granddaughters: Alicia Wright and
Louisa Johnston
By: Mrs. J.J. Leffers

Granddaughter: Tyler Anderson
By: Mr. and Mrs. Chip Anderson

Tweed and Rick Eckhard’s 12th
Anniversary
By: Harry and Janie McMullen Cline

Rachel & Sarah Burke
By: John and Merilyn Burke

Mary Katherine & Caroline Strong
By: Kimberly and John Strong

Carrie Cannon Wessel’s baby girl due
in March
By: Carol Ann Brown Cannon

Katherine McDonough
By: Ms. Julie Anne Morton

Anne Fairly Alison, Laura Wallace and
Caroline Wallace
By: James and Susan Alison

Beezy Hobson

Back on the Shores of Lake Fairfield!

Camp Merrie-Woode has appointed two new senior staff members to the year round
staff - Christina Daniels and Betsy Reese. Christina will be the Programming and
Development Director and Betsy has been named the new Head Counselor and Staff

Recruiter. Together these talented young women will
complete the restructuring of the year round office staff.
They will assume Julie Griggs Newton’s responsibilities
and assist Denice and Jim with the day-to-day camp
functions. Christina joined the team in January and Betsy
plans to be on board by June.

Numerous recent campers and staff members will
remember Christina as she has worked at camp for four
summers. She spent three years as the head of ceramics
and this past summer worked as our summer program
director. Christina comes to us from Summit Charter

By: Jane M. : .
P SRS School in Cashiers, NC where she worked for three years
God-daughter: Margaret Horsley

By: Lee and Isabel “Izzy” Frischkorn | 33 the art instructor and was then promoted to the middle
Dudley school lead teacher. Christina is originally from Naples,
Nellie Black Florida. She attended Western Carolina University where
By: Rip and Nell Mathis Black she majored in fine arts and education. She and her
husband Jason fell in love with the mountains of North
Carolina and enjoy spending time in the outdoors. Christina’s
husband Jason works in Sylva at the Harris Regional Hospital
in the information technology department. Merrie-Woode is fortunate to have Christina
in this full time position.

Many of you will remember Betsy from her many years at Merrie-Woode. She was
a camper from 1989 to 1996 and a counselor from 1998 to 2004. During her years as a
staff member she was a cabin counselor, would-be leader,
head of the waterfront and assistant to senior staff. She
also worked in camp one off-season to assist with the
ACA audit while she was attending college. Her many
years of camp experience, and understanding and devotion
to camp’s traditions, made her the perfect candidate for
the job! Most recently, Betsy has been working as a
high school English teacher at Charlotte Latin School in

Programming and
Development Director,
Christina Daniels

Augusta and Fritz Orr
By: Catherine Porter

Gifts in Memory Of...

Elizabeth “Bunch” Sanders Griffin
By: Harold and Ginger Somerville
Hallock

By: Richard and Mary Rodes Nash
By: Mr. and Mrs. Bonneau Ansley Jr.,
Fayne Ansley

By: Eleanor Griffin

By: Charlotte Pippin

By: Liz and Haynes Lea

By: George and Lou Harris

Bill Kemp
By: Mrs. William P. Kemp, Jr.

Dr. Hugh H. Caldwell

By: Scott and Leah Wilkinson
Brockway

By: Amy Bell

By: Mary Mercer “Mimi” Daniel

Dorothy Metcalf Thomas Charlotte, NC since 2005. She earned her masters degree
By: Dean and Lauren Thomas Flores from Western Carolina University and her undergraduate
iz Oigp g g Calhve | degree from Salem College in Winston Salem, NC. She
By: Judith Johnson Hays ) )
e Head Counselor and Staff has long bee‘:n a highly respected member of 'the Merrl‘e-

By: Richard and Eunie Bizzell Raariia: Woode family by campers and counselors alike. She is
Huettner Betsy Reese with eager to be back for her first summer on Lake Fairfield in a
Ll her dog, Irma few years and can’t wait for the summer to start!

By: Stephen and Janice Ferman L. .
Straske Both Christina and Betsy have a deep love for Merrie-

M. “B.0.” Staley Woode and look forward to living in the mountains. Both
By: Kelly Crago Hansen are sure to bring new and fresh ideas to program development and the camp operation.
Thank you o Join us in giving Christina and Betsy a big Merrie-Woode welcome.

all of oar donone!
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90 Years of Merrie-Woode, from front page ...

English tradition and tales of King
Arthur were woven into Merrie-
Woode’s lore. Emphasis was put
on the ideals of the Knights of the
Round Table. Dammie encouraged
her girls to live a life of self-
sacrifice and service. Virtues such
as honesty, humility, integrity and
loyalty were strived for on a daily
basis. Each day at camp began with
a chilly morning swim to wake up
and get the blood running. Meals
were served three times a day in the
Dining Hall, known at that time as
“The Cabin”. It was in these early
days when the love affair between
Merrie-Woode and her campers
began. Camp represented a place of
solitude and strength. It was a place
for girls of the age to be strong and
take pride in their abilities in a time
when women were still fighting for
their right to vote.

Dammie directed and led Camp
Merrie-Woode until she was in her
70’s and the time came for her to
retire. She sold the camp to Fritz
Orr of Atlanta, Georgia. Fritz had
experience running boys camps
and his initial thought was to make
Merrie-Woode a camp for boys.
Dammie made him promise to
always run Merrie-Woode as a girls’
camp. He agreed and, by doing so,
kept Dammie’s vision of a camp
for girls to grow and excel in alive.
Fritz and his wife, Augusta, directed
camp until Fritz’s death after which
his son, Fritz Jr., took over the
camp until 1978. During these
years, camp continued to grow.

The Orrs added more structure and
emphasized skill building activities
while the traditions of Follow the
Gleam, weekly campfires and cabin
overnights continued. The year

of 1978 proved to be an important
one in the history of Merrie-
Woode. When the Orr family

decided to retire from camping,
long time boating counselor Hugh
Caldwell organized the creation
of the Merrie-Woode Foundation.
Incorporated as a nonprofit
corporation, the Foundation’s sole
purpose was to own and operate
camp, preserving Merrie-Woode for
future generations to experience.
From this point on, Merrie-Woode
truly was owned and operated by
its alumnae and et

friends.

Through the
years, Merrie-
Woode has
remained just
as important to
each generation
of girls as it was
to Dammie Day’s
original campers.
No matter what
the outside world
held, Merrie-
Woode remained
constant and true.
Through the days
of the Great Depression when life
seemed brittle and uncertain, camp
provided its girls with security.
Through the days of the Second
World War when campers and
counselors had fathers, brothers
and sweethearts fighting overseas
camp provided a place of hope
and laughter. In times filled with
the anxiety of the Cold War, the
disillusionment of Watergate and
the pessimism created by the
Vietnam War, camp was a place
of optimism and joy. And now, in
a world changed and still affected
by the attacks on September 11,
2001, camp grants girls back their
childhood. In a world that has long
since lost its innocence Merrie-
Woode allows young women the
opportunity to continue to keep

Dammie Day in
the summer of 1950 believe, looking at the

theirs intact. In this world where

it is hard to know what to believe,
camp helps our children believe in
the good things and especially in
themselves. Camp Merrie-Woode is
a place of sanctuary and refuge and
has been since 1919. This is why
Merrie-Woode has lasted as long

as it has...because at camp days
revolve around times of fellowship,
understanding and love. Somehow
at camp, the things that
are truly important rise to
the forefront. At camp we
are our best versions of
ourselves in a community
that seems somehow
untouched by the outside
world.

In years to come
Merrie-Woode will
continue to provide
this for the next ninety
summers as girls continue
to bound through the
camp gates. One has to

Merrie-Woode of today,
that Dammie Day would be proud
and pleased to see her cherished
camp still so beloved by all. For
even after all these years her words
ring true...

“It is because there is a
kindred spirit in you that
you have recognized what
Merrie-Woode stands for:
God gave us a place of
rarest beauty and since [
first beheld it, I have tried
to match his gift as best
[ could, with permeating
love and honesty. Itis a
composite thing made up
of all those who through
the years have loved it and
given it their best.”
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Merrie-Woode Gang in NOLA!

The year-round Merrie-Woode
staff spent a week in New
Orleans, LA this past January!
We had a fantastic opportunity
through the St. Charles Avenue
Presbyterian Church and their
program, RHINO (Rebuilding
Hope In New Orleans), to work
for a week with Habitat for
Humanity on the construction
of five new homes that they are
building on an inner-city block.
Camp family members, Ellie
Lane and Georgia Simpson, also
came to join us to work for a day.
A church member took us on a
driving tour of the city to see
the devastation that is still left
even two and a half years after
Hurricane Katrina. It made it all

Houses on Ferry Place,
New Orleans, LA

the more inspiring to witness and
be involved in the rebuilding and
recovery of such a great city.

We also found some time
for fun, as it was conveniently
the week of Mardi Gras! We
went out on the town one night
and enjoyed walking through
the French Quarter, riding in
cable cars, and sipping coffee
and eating beignets at Café Du
Monde. We were able to catch
a few parades while dining on
the front porch of Beth and
Bobby Hassinger’s home. The
Hassingers are a long time camp
family; Bobby has served on
the Board of Trustees and is
currently the Co-Chair of the
Place of Rarest Beauty — The
Final Piece campaign. Two of
their daughters, Betsy Hassinger
Van Horn and Cathy Hassinger
Drennan attended camp.

George and Fran Villere
graciously opened their home
to our group, with the help of
their daughter Mathilde Villere
Currence and camp parent Jill
Nalty, for a very traditional New
Orleans dinner of red beans and
rice and King Cake. Christina
Daniels was especially excited
at the idea of the King Cake
when she heard a rumor that
whomever finds the hidden baby
gets to be queen for a year! We
quickly informed her that it was
queen for a day, not a year! We

Denice Dunn, Jim Dunn, Ellie Lane,
Rogni Southwell, Chip Morgan, Mary
Ashley Cole, Corey Pressley, Gary
Hostetler, Lindsay Garner, Christina
Daniels, Travis Fox and Phyllis
Stiwinter

were able to see many other
members of the New Orleans
camp community as well, while
hearing from countless Merrie-
Woode families while we were
in town with well wishes and
endless thanks.

Looking back, it was a
whirlwind of a week, but
undoubtedly well worth it! And
while we certainly made time
for some fun in the Big Easy, it
was truly the work and our time
on the Habitat job site that was
the most memorable. We left
with a feeling of accomplishment
and pride at the work we were
able to do to help revive such a
beloved city filled with history
and culture.

Long Range Planning Survey,
We Need Your Help...

Our upcoming master plan will help to guide the future use of our land here at Camp Merrie-Woode. The
result will be the continued stewardship of our 390 acres, ensuring that the “built environment” is developed
and managed in harmony with the “natural environment”.

We are asking for input from all of our extended family — our alumnae, campers, parents, and staff — to
help ensure that our master planning efforts “hit the mark”. Please take some time to complete the attached
questionnaire and return it to the camp office or fill this survey out online at www.merriewoode.com (click
“Long Range Planning Survey” link on the home page).
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Long Range Planning Survey

Rank, in order of your favorite camp activities, the following:

___ Archery __ Dancing ____ Mountaineering _ Swimming
_ Arts & crafts ~ Drama _ Nature _ Tennis

____ Canoeing _Jewelry _____ Photography __ Tumbling
_ Ceramics _ Kayaking ____ Riding _ Weaving
____ Climbing __ Land sports ___ Sailing ___Woodworking

On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being, “needs improvement”,
and 5 being “don’t change a thing”, rank the following:

_____ Way-finding around _____ Staff housing _____Hill cabins
the camp ____ Camp out areas ____ Front Line Cabins
_ Parking/traffic circulation _ Covered Riding Arena _ Back Line cabins
on open/close days ____ Chapel _____Bath houses
____ Horse trails _____ Boathouse _Arts and Crafts
_____ Hiking trails ____Dining Hall __ Weaving Hut
___ Campfire Ring __ Swimming Docks __ The Welcome Lodge
_____High Heaven _____Bat’s Roost _____The Program Office
___ Tajar Building _____ Cloud Nine Infirmary __ Castle
____ Hilltop (Main Office) _ Tennis Courts _ InnSite
_ The Ark _____King Arthur’s Court

Pick your top three from the following list of potential physical improvements to the camp property:

____ Remote sites for camp-outs __ Opportunities for year-round property use
____ Sitting areas to hang out and talk with friends __ Conference, retreat, and meeting facilities
___ More hiking trails __ Improved stable facilities

_____More riding trails _____An outdoor amphitheater

____ Better staff housing ____ Better signage to find my way around camp

If your top 3 weren’t even on the list in #3 above, what are they?

1.

2.

3.

How important are the following to you? Use a scale of 1-5
(1 is “not at all important”, 5 being “really important”:

Environmental education programs Nicer housing for non-cabin staff members
A way to incorporate the camp’s history (like (and more of it)
Boston’s Freedom Trail) An improved amphitheater
An updated digital graphic map of the camp Use of “green technologies” for energy
Horseback riding, hiking, and camping on savings and environmental quality

the acres recently purchased Becoming more ecologically responsible




Rank, in order of importance, the following “green technologies”:
___Solar electric
__ Windmills
____ Electric vehicles
____New construction meeting LEED standards (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
____ Recycling program

Energy savings
Rank, in order of importance, the following means of becoming more “environmentally responsible”:

__ Erosion control

__ Watershed protection

_____Native plantings
Forest management

Manure and kitchen compost management

What other means of being “environmentally responsible” should the camp consider?

What other “green technologies” should the camp consider?

If you could do anything you wanted to improve the physical facilities and land use at the camp, what

would it be?

What is the most important thing about Camp Merrie-Woode as far as you are concerned?

What is your favorite place on the camp property? Why?

Is there anything else that the master plan should address, in your opinion?

Please Return to: Camp Merrie-Woode, 100 Merrie-Woode Road, Sapphire, NC 28774
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90th Anniversary
Schedule of Events

2007-2008
Board of Trustees
Mary Jane Scott Trimble,

Chairman
Jacksonville, FL

Catherine B. Boardman

Saturday, July 19% Augusta, GA
and Deane Valentine Bowers
Sundav JlllV zom Richmond, VA

Saturday, July 19
5:00-6:30PM

90™ Anniversary Celebration Alumnae Gathering
(Cocktails and Appetizers at the Inn Site - RSVP required)

Sunday, July 20®

10:00-11:00AM ~ Guest Registration

Adelaide Davenport Bratcher
Lookout Mountain, TN

Edgar A.G. Bright, III
New Orleans, LA

Vernon (Vee) Smith Chandler
Burlington, NC

Sylvia Sparkman Coker
Hartsville, SC

i Anne Emack Couch
11:00AM ~ Chapel Service Birmingham. AL
Noon-1:00PM ~ Guest Registration continues Allison Almand Ezell
Free Boats for Guests Atlanta, GA

12:30PM ~ Picnic Lunch on the Waterfront
1:30-2:45PM ~ Showcase of Activities

3:00PM ~ Welcome
Crew Skits, Crew Race

Elizabeth (Liz) Counce Irwin
Essex Fells, NJ

Elizabeth (Boo) Tyler Kennedy
Savannah, GA

Clair Freeman Marshall
Chapel Hill, NC

Local Accommodations George D. Pillow, Jr.
Killen, AL
*Please make your reservations now, ;
as Cashiers is busy during the summer. Edward (Ed) Owen Savitz

High Hampton Inn 828-743-2411 Tampa, FL

Laprelwood Mguntain Inn 828-743-9939 Mary Davis McLenden Smart

Fairfield Sapphire Valley 828-743-3441 or 800-533-8268 Charlotte. NC

Millstone Inn 828-743-2737

Hampton In and Suites 827-743-4545 James (Jim) C. Von Thron, MD
Tampa, FL
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Camp Merrie-Woode®
100 Merrie-Woode Rd.
Sapphire, NC 28774 To The Household Of:
828.743.3300

Return Service Requested

www.merriewoode.com

The Merrie-Woode Foundation, Inc.
Cordially invites you to attend

Camp Merrie-Woode’s
90th Anniversary Celebration

Saturday, July 19th and Sunday, July 20th

Camp Merrie-Woode
Spouses, families and friends welcome

LA CANP A LA CANP A

Please RSVP by June Ist
(Space is limited for Saturday’s night event)

L ) L )
MEDDIEWOODE Phyllis at 828-743-3300 or phyllis@merriewoode.com MEDDIEWOODE




